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IMPACTS OF VIRTUAL LEARNING (MOODLE)



1. INTRODUCTION

This report is based on how virtual learning is impacting (Moodle) in students from the University of Wales Trinity Saint David. The method of research that I used was by doing a survey with different types of questions such an open ended to the students that belongs to the institution mentioned above.
finalizing I reflect the data collected into bar charts to show the most common answers of the students in a clearer way. I liked doing this research because my aim was to collect data about the positive and negative impact of the Moodle and also investigate in what Moodle could improve to enhance better reviews and make feel the students efficient at the time of using this tool.



2. LITERATURE RIVIEW
Most of the people are agree that virtual learning have impacted in a positive way their study environment. Ones of the opinions is this one; “After having taught online courses for a number of years using WebCT and Blackboard, I fell in love with Moodle at first sight. I have now been using it for about two years for both distance learning courses and as an adjunct to my courses at my university including classes conducted in a computer lab as well as some courses based in a traditional classroom” (Martin Dougiamas, 2004). We also can observe that many universities are more effective when using VLE. “The results of our study indicate that the implementation of an e-learning system (Moodle) at the Faculty of Administration, University of Ljubljana is related to a statistically significant increase in students’ performance, measured as the average grade and the average number of admissions to the exams. We demonstrated that the courses from the Chair of Economics and Public Sector Management, female students and students with a lower high school background benefitted more from the work in the Moodle environment than the other groups of studied entities” (Lan Umek, et al., 2015). Lately other review says that Moodle motivates students for learning, “Moodle e-learning environment is a very effective learning tool supporting blended learning which encourages the student’s motivation for learning activity and interest to the course, developing the learning culture” (Shuchi Tiwari, et al., n. d.). According to (Sandra Lyndon, 2015) “Students were very positive about the usefulness of online forums and Lino, suggesting multiple perceived benefits with regard to flexibility of use, increased sense of community and enhanced learning skills”.
Finally, according to (Mthethwa-Kunene et al., 2020) “The study concludes that there were numerous institutional, systemic and personal factors which affected students‟ effective utilisation of the Moodle LMS. The factors were understood within the key tenets of the Technology Acceptance Model such as perceived usefulness, perceived ease of use, trust, and satisfaction”.
According to the previous reviews found related to my report we can observe that VLE is impacting in a positive way at the time of study by getting more motivated, having more flexibility and feeling that Moodle is a safe tool where students and teachers can communicate and share comments, also Moodle develop in students an effective learning.
3. RATIONALE
I am conducting this research to the main purpose of know the positive and negative virtual learning impacts of Moodle in students to improve it.

4. OBJECTIVE
to give evidences of how is impacting virtual learning I am going to show the answers of some students give it in a survey and to be more specific and clear I am going to show in a quantitative way.
By this method I am trying to find if students are happy and know what they think to know what Moodle should improve.

5. RESEARCH METHODOS
Qualitative Research Method: “It usually involves a complex theoretical or philosophical framework. Rigorous analysis is conducted without the aid of straightforward mathematical rules. Researchers must demonstrate the validity of their analysis and conclusions, resulting in longer papers and occasional frustration with the word limits of appropriate journals”. (k. Hammarberg, et al., 2016)

Quantitative Research Method: “Quantitative research is about explaining phenomena by collecting quantitative data which are analysed using mathematically based methods” (Suphat Sukamolson n. d.) 
I am going to use both qualitative and quantitative, in one hand I am going to collect data by doing a survey to the students of University of Wales Saint David.
On the other hand, I am going to show the answers of the 20 students I choose by quantitative method that will include graphs and pie charts.
Ethics in data collection
Big data increases concerns about data integrity; informed consent; protection of individual privacy, confidentiality, and harm; data reidentification; and the reporting of faulty inferences. (Jennifer Salerno, et al., 2017)
I have the permission of each person before concluding their opinions in this report because it is important when I am going to use data based on the students. It has been clear that the information I will conclude have a purpose that is for study for the University of Wales Trinity Saint David.

Data collection process is the “process of gathering and measuring information on variables of interest, in an established systematic fashion that enables one to answer queries, stated research questions, test hypotheses, and evaluate outcomes.” (Anastasia Belyh, 2017)
The tool that I choose to collect data is by a survey that include seven questions with open, closed and multiple answers.
There are two types of data and it is important to know the differences.

Primary data: “Primary data analysis is the original analysis of data collected for a research study. Analyzing primary data is the process of making sense of the collected data to answer research questions or support or reject research hypotheses that a study is originally designed to assess” (Mike Allen, 2017)
Secondary data: “secondary analysis of data requires a systematic process that acknowledges challenges of utilizing existing data and addresses the distinct characteristics of secondary analysis” (Melissa P, et al., 2017)
I used past secondary resources to carry out my own research.
Population 
“In statistics the term "population" has a slightly different meaning from the one given to it in ordinary speech. It need not refer only to people or to animate creatures - the population of Britain, for instance or the dog population of London”
I did a survey about how is impacting virtual learning to the students of UWTSD but also this survey was sent to other universities that are familiarised with Moodle.
Sample  
“A population commonly contains too many individuals to study conveniently, so an investigation is often restricted to one or more samples drawn from it. A well-chosen sample will contain most of the information about a particular population parameter but the relation between the sample and the population must be such as to allow true inferences to be made about a population from that sample”
Sample size
“An appropriate sample renders the research more efficient: Data generated are reliable, resource investment is as limited as possible, while conforming to ethical principles. The use of sample size calculation directly influences research findings. Very small samples undermine the internal and external validity of a study” (Jorge Faber & Lilian Martins, 2014)


My sample is a questionnaire asked to 20 students from University of Wales Trinity Saint David.
The questions are:
Closed end questions, yes or no questions, multiple choice question, Likert scale question and open-end questions.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]As (Jorge Faber & Lilian Martins, 2014) mentioned before, the small samples are better to determinate the internal and external validity of a study, so I used a specific and small sample.



6. FINDINGS ANALYSIS AND RESULTS

In this section I am going to conclude 5 graphs and analyse them one by one and two more open-ended questions.


Are you familiar with Virtual Learning Environment (ex. Moodle)?





	Are you familiar with VLE?
	YES
	NO

	
	13
	7





Analysing this question, 13 of the students were familiar and 7 not, as (Lan Umek, et al., 2015) mentioned before, we can observe that there are more universities related to platforms like Moodle.



How agree you are that Moodle have an easy way of use?







	How agree you are that Moodle have an easy way of use?
	ANSWERS
	 
	 

	
	AGREE
	STRONGLY AGREE
	NEITHER AGREE
	STRONGLY DISAGREE

	
	12
	5
	1
	0




As (Martin Dougiamas, 2004) mentioned most of the people are happy using Moodle. We can analyse that most of the students thinks that Moodle have an easy way of use.







How helpful it is Moodle for you? (in a scale of 1 to 5)



	scale 1 to 5 how helpful its Moodle for you?
	answer

	1
	0

	2
	1

	3
	5

	4
	11

	5
	4



According to (Sandra Lyndon, 2015) and my analysis we can say that most of the students thinks that Moodle is helpful, this means that students see Moodle as a benefit when they study and have more flexibility at the time of use it.






 
Do you consider that Moodle is a tool that help us to stay updated and    connected?


	do you consider that Moodle is a tool that help us to stay updated and connected?
	answers

	
	YES
	NO

	
	20
	0



100% of the students said that Moodle help them to stay updated and connected. This means that students are satisfied, perceive an ease of use and trust as (Mthethwa-Kunene et al., 2020) have mentioned earlier. Students can access to Moodle whenever they want, no matter what time it is or what day it is.




How often do you use Moodle? 

	how often do you use Moodle?
	answers

	
	Never
	once a week
	weekdays
	everyday

	
	0
	10
	8
	2



With this analysis we can observe that students are always using Moodle, no one has answered “never”. Students use Moodle at least once a week or weekdays and only 2 of them use Moodle every day. 
As (Shuchi Tiwari, et al., n. d.) say that students get more motivated at the time of using Moodle and this environment is an effective tool that support and develop the learning culture.
What do you think Moodle should improve?
Most of the people said that Moodle should improve a tool to have virtual books and a small average said that Moodle should improve a bit more the organisation of the modules and all the tools that are part of it.

Is it difficult to get concentrated in a class online?
Almost all the students said yes, is difficult to concentrate because sometimes there is poor connection and others said that stay at home made them more difficult to stay focus because have children or get distracted with any other duty.

Summary of the findings 

With all the information gathered in this report, I can say that students are starting to get more familiarised with Moodle than before and they are happy because they have the flexibility of access to the platform when they need it and have an easy way of use.
Most of the students thinks that Moodle is a tool that help them at the time of stay connected and they feel safe when using this platform.

Students begin to find Moodle as an indispensable tool, as we can observe no one has answered “never” and all get motivated to study and at the same time, they acquire learning skills.
We can see that students get distracted when the classes are online because at stay at home give them more scenarios to get distracted, such the kids, duties or poor connection. Finally, students would like that Moodle improve the organization of the information given in the modules and improve a tool to have virtual books.


7.  CONCLUSION

In conclusion, Moodle is a tool that students are adopting as an indispensable and important to learn and develop the learning culture.
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9. Appendix.1

Questionnaire. 
 
	1. Are you familiar with Virtual Learning Environment (ex. Moodle)?

	Yes/no

	2. How agree you are that Moodle have an easy way of use?

	Strongly agree/agree/Neither agree nor disagree/Disagree/ Strongly disagree

	3. How often do you use Moodle?

	Never/Once a week/Weekdays only/Everyday/When necessary

	4. How helpful is it (Moodle) for you? (In a scale of 1 to 5 where Poor punctuation>1 to 5> best punctuation)

	

	5. Do you consider that Moodle is a tool that help us to stay updated and connected?

	yes/no

	

	6. What do you think Moodle should improve?

	7. It is difficult to get concentrated in a class online. If yes explain why. If not tell me why not.

	








Appendix.2

Excel table
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scale 1 to 5 how helpful its Moodle for you?	
1	2	3	4	5	answer	
0	1	5	11	4	

Do you consider that Moodle is a tool that help us to stay updated and connected?



YES	NO	answers	20	0	


How often do you use Moodle?


never	once a week	weekdays	everyday	how often do you use Moodle?	answers	0	10	8	2	

 Are you familiar with VLE?


Are you familiar with VLE?	YES	NO	ANSWERS	13	7	


How agree you are that Moodle have an easy way of use?



AGREE	STRONGLY AGREE	NEITHER AGREE	STRONGLY DISAGREE	ANSWERS	12	5	1	0	




1
	 Brenda Hernandez, 2020
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QUESTIONS

THE IMPACT OF VIRTUAL LEARNING ENVIRONMENT OF THE STUDENTS OF UWTSD LONDON

Are you familiar with Virtual Learning TOTAL TOTAL PERCENTAGE %
Enviroment (Ex. Moodle)? ANSWERS YES 13 NO 7 YES 65% | NO35%
AGREE=12 60%
STRONGLY AGREE =5 25%
How agree you are that Moodle have NEITHER AGREE =1 5%
an easy way of use? STRONGLY DISAGREE=0 0%
NEVER =0 0%
ONCEAWEEK =10 50%
WEEKDAYS =8 40%
How often do you use Moodle? EVERYDAY =2 10%
1=0 0%
2=1 5%
3=5 25%
How helpful is it ( Moodle) for you? In 4=11 55%
a scale 1to 5. 5=4 20%
Do you consider that Moodle is a tool TOTAL TOTAL
that help us to stay updated and YES 20 NO 0 YES 100% NO 0%

What do you think Moodle should
improve?

It is difficult to get concentrated in a
class online. If yes, explain why.

THE MOST COMMON ANSWER WAS: HAVE ATOOL FOR VIRTUAL BOOKS.

THE AVERAGE ANSWER OF THIS QUESTION IS: YES, BECAUSE THE INTERNET CONNECTION GET STUCK FREQUENTLY.
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.

Are you familiar with Virtual Learning 

Enviroment (Ex. Moodle)?

QUESTIONS

NO

TOTAL 

13

ANSWERS 

YES

TOTAL

7

PERCENTAGE %

YES  65% NO 35%

60%

25%

5%

0%

How agree you are that Moodle have 

an easy way of use?

AGREE = 12

STRONGLY AGREE = 5

NEITHER AGREE = 1

STRONGLY DISAGREE = 0

How often do you use Moodle?

NEVER = 0

ONCE A WEEK = 10

WEEKDAYS = 8

EVERYDAY = 2

3 = 5

4 = 11

5 = 4

TOTAL

0%

50%

40%

10%

It is difficult to get concentrated in a 

class online. If yes,  explain why.

THE AVERAGE ANSWER OF THIS QUESTION IS: YES, BECAUSE THE INTERNET CONNECTION GET STUCK FREQUENTLY.

0%

5%

25%

20%

55%

Do you consider that Moodle is a tool 

that help us to stay updated and  YES

TOTAL 

20 NO

How helpful is it ( Moodle) for you? In 

a scale 1 to 5.

1 = 0 

2 = 1

0 YES 100% NO 0%

What do you think Moodle should 

improve?

THE MOST COMMON ANSWER WAS:  HAVE A TOOL FOR  VIRTUAL BOOKS.


image1.jpg
PRIFYSGOL CYMRU
Y Drindod Dewi Sant
UNIVERSITY OF WALES

Trinity Saint David





