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Engaging with Literature







Engaging
with

literature

Overview of relevant literature - Based on your research topic

This should consist of a discussion of literature that relates to your study.

How has this literature led you to form your research question?
Do you hope to fill a gap in the current literature?
Are you taking the research of another author further within your class context?
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Critical
thinking
when
reading







Pass One: Skim/scan (5-10
mins)

This Photo by Unknown author is licensed under CC BY.

Carefully read title, abstract
and introduction

Read section and sub-
section headings (ignore
everything else)

Read conclusion

Check references



http://blog.okfn.org/2012/06/01/the-right-to-read-is-the-right-to-mine/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/

Pass Two: Dig deeper
(approx. 1 hour)

* Read with greater care but
ignore things like proofs at
this stage

* Mark relevant references for
future reading

* You should be able to
summarise the main ideas



https://www.flickr.com/photos/adambindslev/4727853016
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/

Decisions:

* Set the paper aside
e Return to it later
* Persevere


http://wccftech.com/scientists-perform-important-tasks-morning-avoid-decision-fatigue
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/

Third Pass: Analysis

* |dentify and challenge every
assumption

* You should be able to \
identify strengths and |
weaknesses of the
article/study.




Analysing a Journal Article

Analyzing a Journal Article

Include page numbers to indicate where you found the answer for each question.

Step 4: How reliable are the results?

Article title:

a. Do the authors suggest any problems or limitations with their
methodology? Do you see any problems or limitations with
their methodology?

Step 1: What is the objective of this study?

a. Write down the exact statement in which the authors

describe what they were testing. This may be provided as a
purpose statement or a hypothesis. Include quotation marks L4
around the exact wording.

b. Do the conclusions made by the author make sense to you?
Are the conclusions too broad or too narrow based on what
was actually done in the study?

Step 5: What is the importance of this research study?

b. Describe the purpose of the study, as you understand it, in
your own words.

a. Write (in your own words) the significant contributions of the
research in this article as reported by the authors.

c. What is the gap in the previous research that the authors are
trying to fill by conducting this study?

b. How has this article changed your way of thinking about the
topic?

Step 2: What are the major findings of the study?

a. What are the authors’ major conclusions or findings? Include
quotation marks if using exact wording.

c. Re-read your notes and explain why you think this is a
strong/weak scientific article/study.

Step 6: How does this st

udy relate to other research in this field?

b. Summarize the conclusions, as you understand them, in your
own words.

a. What prior research do the authors discuss? Look at the
reference list. What are the topics/themes of the resources
cited?

Step 3: How did the authors test their hypothesis?

a. Briefly summarize the main steps or measurements that the
authors used in their methods. May include type of study
(survey, observation, etc.), how, where and when data was
gathered, study population.

b. What are the next steps or future directions for this research
as described by the authors?

b. How did the authors analyze their data? What test(s) did
they use?

c. What questions about this topic do you have after reading
this article?

Adapted from

®  Student Worksheet: Analyzing a Journal Article. https://www.lib.uoguelph.ca/sites/default/files/student worksheet.pdf. University of Guelph. 2013




