[image: ]Hi, my name is Laurie Burgess, I am 29 years old and live in Swansea. I went to Bishop gore comprehensive school and studied A levels there before going to college and doing a National Diploma in I.T. My lecturer at college arranged for me to have some voluntary work at her children’s school. I loved it! 
That summer I applied for Camp America. I spent my summer as a camp counsellor living with twelve 7-year-old girls in a bunk and teaching children gymnastics and swimming. I had the best summer ever and learned so much from the children and the other counsellors.  
I studied Early childhood studies at Swansea University and graduated in 2013. I fell pregnant in my last year of University, so I never had the chance to go straight into doing a PGCE from doing my degree. My son (Archie) came to my graduation with me at 3 days old!! 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The year after completing my degree, I started working for an agency called New directions. They got me lots of work around the Swansea and Llanelli area working as a teaching assistant. I have worked in many different schools in mainstream settings, behavioural support units and autistic units. I really enjoyed working in Morriston Primary school in the observation unit. These children had a range of different learning difficulties and were all very unique. I found this really rewarding and became very fond of all the children and staff in the unit. 
I then started working in Gors primary school through the agency as a supply teaching assistant at first, however I then got offered a job starting in the September. I worked in Gors Primary school just over a year and through out my time there, they had given me the opportunity to cover PPA in a reception and year 1 class. I learned a lot from this experience, and I am so grateful I had this opportunity before doing my PGCE. 
Although I have had experience in schools for the last five years, I also worked as a residential support worker in a children’s home in Swansea during the summer holidays. This involved generally looking after children in care, being there to support them with every day activities both physically and emotionally and providing a safe and friendly environment for them. I really enjoyed taking them out during the summer and found this very rewarding. 
As well as working in schools and in a children’s home during the summer holidays, I have also worked as a waitress for over 10 years. I love this job as I really enjoy meeting and talking to new people. Being a waitress has really helped with my confidence and communication skills. 
I feel that all my experiences and busy life style have helped me to gain many relevant skills I may need to eventually become the teacher that I would one day love to be. 
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