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	Aims and Objectives:
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· To analyse the relationship between Thomas Becket and Gilbert Foliot.

· To examine Becket’s correspondence particularly the exchange of letters between him and Foliot and any other correspondence which may reflect on their relationship.

· To demonstrate how Gilbert undermined Thomas at crucial stages of his conflict with Henry II.



	Abstract (approximately 500 words):
Crynodeb (tua 500 gair):
The main argument of the dissertation will be that Thomas and Gilbert failed to understand the sincerity of each other’s beliefs and motivations. This misunderstanding was all-encompassing but, for example, Gilbert never accepted the authenticity of Thomas’s conversion and Thomas was convinced that all Gilbert’s criticism of him and actions against him were the result of envy. Both, it will be argued, were wrong.

My research will centre on a close reading of the early biographers, the letters of Thomas Becket and Gilbert Foliot and other relevant correspondence, particularly that of John of Salisbury. The contemporary chroniclers may also be a useful source.  This primary source research will be reinforced by reference to the main secondary sources.

It is evident that the roots of the animosity shown towards Thomas by Gilbert lay in Thomas’s appointment as Archbishop of Canterbury when Gilbert was a lone voice in opposition. Although it is unlikely that Gilbert would have approved of Thomas’s conduct as Chancellor there is no evidence of any ill-will between them prior to Thomas’s accession. It seems that it was Gilbert’s virulent disgust with Thomas’s receipt of the pallium which impelled his subsequent actions and part of my research will examine what David Knowles calls the main counts of indictment against Foliot which, I shall contend, undermined Becket and contributed to the fatal outcome of his dispute with Henry II. These are:

1. His turning against Thomas at Clarendon and his bitter hostility towards him at Northampton and thenceforward

2. He was leader and inciter of the opposition among the bishops during the period of exile.

3. That he wrote a series of hostile letters in which much unjust abuse and historical inaccuracy are to be found

4. Assisting at the coronation of the young king violating what he knew to be the just claims of Canterbury

5. Taking his grievances to the king helped to precipitate the final tragedy.

In addition to these charges are:

6. His advice to the king on the filling of vacant sees which encroached on Canterbury’s rights 

7. His part in the organisation of a group of knights to meet Thomas on his return to England.

A constant aggravating feature is their ongoing dispute over precedence.

Almost all of this information ultimately derives from the biographers who mostly supported Thomas and has to be interpreted cautiously. The letters may help to balance this bias and provide alternative interpretations.

It is, of course, entirely possible that my research, especially amongst the correspondence, could lead me to reassess my initial arguments which are based on surface reading.
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