Session booklet 12 - Why did Nero Fail?

[bookmark: _GoBack]This session will consist of a debate where the class will split into two groups to argue two alternative cases. The first group will make the case for Nero failing as an emperor due to flaws in his character, and the many immoral acts that are attributed to him. The second group will make the case that Nero’s failure was not due to some moral deficiency, but rather wider cultural, economic and political issues and the nature of the Principate itself making it difficult to succeed for a young man who seems to have lacked the right temperament. The group that makes the most convincing arguments overall will win a prize.

Group one: Nero failed as an emperor because he was inherently evil and immoral.

Group two: Nero failed not primarily because of his character, but due to wider cultural, political and economic issues, the structure of the Principate and the expectations made of an Emperor.

You should all be prepared to criticise the basis for your opponents’ arguments. For example the level of credibility of certain rumours about Nero that may appear in Suetonius, Tacitus, or Dio. Also consider the non-literary evidence as well and what this may tell us about Nero’s character. 

You may wish to consider the following issues:
· What do our sources feel was the appropriate way to act as an emperor and why did Nero fall short?
· How might Nero’s upbringing and early life have effected his character?
· Is it possible to understand a real, historical Nero, in contrast to the possible myth created by later sources?
· How easy would it have been to negotiate between the different power structures in the Roman state (notably Senators and equites, legates and deputies, imperial palace official (particularly imperial freedmen), while also maintaining the wider support of the population of Rome?

There is no assigned reading for this workshop; however, each group may find the following works of modern scholarship useful to read:
· Hurley, D. 2013. ‘Biographies of Nero’, in A Companion to the Neronian Age, Buckley, E. and Dinter, M. (eds.), Oxford: Wiley-Blackwell: 29-44.
· Champlin, E. 2003. Nero. London: Harvard University Press. – Chapter 2.


