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ESSAY ON QUESTION # 1 
1. Explore and evaluate the use of body worn cameras in evidence based policing. 
Define and discuss the core ideas of evidence based policing 
Evidence-based policing (EBP) is an approach to policing that involves using scientific  research to guide decision-making and police practices. The core ideas of evidence based policing include: 
1. Use of scientific research: EBP relies on scientific research to identify effective  policing practices. This research includes randomized controlled trials,  systematic reviews, and other forms of empirical research. 
2. Focus on outcomes: EBP emphasizes the importance of measuring the  outcomes of policing interventions. This involves using data to evaluate the  effectiveness of police practices and make evidence-based decisions. 
3. Collaboration between researchers and practitioners: EBP involves collaboration  between researchers and practitioners to develop and implement evidence based interventions. This collaboration can help ensure that research is relevant  to real-world policing. 
4. Continuous improvement: EBP involves an ongoing process of monitoring and  evaluating police practices to identify areas for improvement. This requires a  commitment to collecting and analysing data, and a willingness to adjust  practices based on evidence. 
5. Contextualized implementation: EBP recognizes that policing practices must be  implemented in the context of the community and the specific situation. This  means that police practices must be tailored to the specific needs and  circumstances of each community. 
The core ideas of evidence-based policing are grounded in the idea that policing  should be based on the best available scientific evidence. By using evidence to guide  decision-making and practices, police departments can improve their effectiveness,  efficiency, and accountability. EBP can also help build trust between police and the  communities they serve, by demonstrating a commitment to using data and research to  inform decision-making. 
Explore the criminological theories which underpin its use 
Evidence-based policing (EBP) draws on several criminological theories to inform its  use. These theories provide a framework for understanding the causes of crime and  the most effective ways to prevent and respond to criminal behaviour. Some of the key  criminological theories that underpin the use of evidence-based policing include: 
1. Rational Choice Theory: Rational choice theory suggests that people make  decisions based on their own self-interest and the benefits and costs of their  actions. In the context of policing, this theory suggests that crime can be  deterred by increasing the perceived costs of criminal behaviour and decreasing  the perceived benefits. 
2. Social Disorganization Theory: Social disorganization theory suggests that crime  is influenced by the social and economic characteristics of a neighbourhood or  community. In the context of policing, this theory suggests that effective crime 
prevention strategies must take into account the social and economic context of  the community. 
3. Routine Activity Theory: Routine activity theory suggests that crime is a product  of the intersection of three elements: a motivated offender, a suitable target, and  the absence of a capable guardian. In the context of policing, this theory  suggests that crime can be prevented by reducing the opportunities for crime  and increasing the presence of capable guardians. 
4. Situational Crime Prevention: Situational crime prevention suggests that crime  can be prevented by manipulating the immediate environment to make criminal  behavior more difficult or less attractive. In the context of policing, this theory  suggests that effective crime prevention strategies should focus on creating an  environment that makes criminal behavior less appealing or more difficult to  carry out. 
5. Procedural Justice Theory: Procedural justice theory suggests that people are  more likely to obey the law and comply with police if they perceive the justice  system as fair and legitimate. In the context of policing, this theory suggests that  police practices should be transparent, respectful, and procedurally fair to build  trust with the community. 
These criminological theories provide a foundation for evidence-based policing by  helping to identify the underlying causes of crime and the most effective strategies for  prevention and response. By using a scientific approach to policing, evidence-based  policing can help identify the most effective strategies for reducing crime and building  trust between police and the community. 
Explain body worn video cameras and the purpose of their use in evidence based  policing 
Body-worn video cameras (BWVCs) are small video recording devices that are worn  on the clothing or equipment of police officers. These cameras capture audio and video  footage of police interactions with the public, and the footage can be used as evidence  in criminal investigations, internal investigations, and court proceedings. The purpose  of their use in evidence-based policing is to enhance transparency, accountability, and  public trust in the police, and to improve the quality of evidence available for  investigations and court proceedings. 
The use of BWVCs is consistent with the core ideas of evidence-based policing. First,  BWVCs can help support the use of scientific research by providing data that can be  used to evaluate the effectiveness of different policing practices. For example,  research has suggested that the use of BWVCs can reduce the use of force by police  officers, and this information can be used to inform evidence-based policies and  practices. 
Second, the use of BWVCs helps to focus on outcomes by providing a record of police  interactions with the public. This footage can be used to evaluate the effectiveness of  different policing strategies and to identify areas for improvement. 
Third, BWVCs promote collaboration between researchers and practitioners by  providing data that can be used to inform research and evaluation of police practices.  Researchers can analyse the footage to identify patterns and trends in police behaviour,  and this information can be used to inform evidence-based policies and practices. 
Fourth, the use of BWVCs promotes continuous improvement by providing data that  can be used to identify areas for improvement in police practices. For example, footage  of a police interaction that goes wrong can be used to identify training needs or to 
inform changes in policy. 
Finally, the use of BWVCs promotes contextualized implementation by providing a  record of police interactions that can be used to evaluate how police practices are  being implemented in different contexts. For example, the footage can be used to  
identify whether police officers are following departmental policies and procedures, and  whether those policies and procedures are effective in different contexts. 
Overall, the use of BWVCs is consistent with the principles of evidence-based policing,  as it provides a valuable source of data that can be used to evaluate the effectiveness  of policing practices, promote transparency and accountability, and build public trust in  the police. 
Discuss the strengths, weaknesses and ethical limitations of bodyworn cameras 
Body worn cameras (BWCs) have become a popular tool for law enforcement agencies  around the world. While BWCs offer numerous benefits, there are also some  drawbacks and ethical concerns that must be taken into account when considering  their use. Below, we will discuss the strengths, weaknesses, and ethical limitations of  body worn cameras. 
Strengths: 
1. Increased Accountability: BWCs increase accountability of police officers by  providing an objective record of their interactions with the public. This can help  reduce complaints of excessive force or misconduct by officers. 
2. Improved Evidence: BWC footage can be used as evidence in criminal  investigations and court proceedings. This can provide more accurate and  reliable evidence than traditional eyewitness testimony. 
3. Increased Transparency: BWC footage is a transparent record of police-citizen  interactions. This can increase trust in the police and promote community  relations. 
4. Improved Officer Safety: BWCs can help deter violence against officers and  provide evidence in cases where an officer is attacked. 
5. Improved Training: BWC footage can be used for training purposes, allowing  departments to improve policies, procedures, and training programs. Weaknesses: 
1. Cost: BWCs can be expensive to purchase and maintain, which can be a  significant financial burden for small departments. 
2. Data Storage: BWC footage must be stored securely and maintained according  to legal requirements, which can be costly and time-consuming. 
3. Privacy Concerns: BWC footage captures audio and video of citizens, which  raises concerns about privacy and civil liberties. 
4. Implementation Challenges: The implementation of BWCs can be challenging  due to technical and logistical issues such as ensuring battery life and managing  data storage. 
Ethical Limitations: 
1. Privacy and Civil Liberties: BWCs raise concerns about the privacy and civil  liberties of citizens who are recorded. The footage could be used for purposes  other than law enforcement, such as voyeurism or harassment. 
2. Bias: The use of BWCs could exacerbate bias and discrimination against certain  groups, particularly those who are already overrepresented in the criminal  justice system. 
3. Transparency: While BWCs can increase transparency, there is concern that  they could be selectively used to hide or justify police misconduct. 
4. Consent: Some argue that citizens should have the right to consent to being  recorded by BWCs, particularly in situations where they are not under suspicion  of criminal activity.
In conclusion, body worn cameras have the potential to increase accountability,  improve evidence, and increase transparency in policing. However, they also raise  concerns about privacy, civil liberties, and bias. It is important to carefully consider the  strengths, weaknesses, and ethical limitations of BWCs when considering their  implementation in a law enforcement agency. 
Evaluate the use of their evidence in regards to a crime topic (domestic violence, street crime, stop and search, Anti-social behaviour) 
Domestic Violence: The use of BWCs in domestic violence cases can provide valuable  evidence that can help hold perpetrators accountable and increase the likelihood of  successful prosecutions. Footage captured by BWCs can help corroborate victim  statements, identify patterns of abuse, and provide evidence of injuries. However, there  are also concerns about the privacy of victims and the potential for footage to be  misused or mishandled. 
Street Crime: The use of BWCs in street crime cases can be particularly useful for  gathering evidence of crimes that occur quickly and without warning. BWCs can  capture valuable footage of suspects, victims, and witnesses, which can help identify  suspects and provide evidence for prosecution. However, there are also concerns  about privacy and civil liberties, particularly if footage is collected indiscriminately or  without reasonable suspicion. 
Stop and Search: The use of BWCs in stop and search encounters can increase  transparency and accountability in policing. Footage can provide a record of the  encounter and help identify potential cases of profiling or misconduct. However, there  are concerns about the potential for footage to be selectively used to justify police  actions or to target certain groups, particularly those who are already overrepresented  in stop and search encounters. 
Anti-social behaviour: The use of BWCs in cases of anti-social behaviour can provide  valuable evidence that can help hold perpetrators accountable and increase the  likelihood of successful prosecutions. Footage captured by BWCs can help identify  perpetrators, provide evidence of behaviour, and demonstrate the impact of anti-social  behaviour on the community. However, there are also concerns about privacy and civil  liberties, particularly if footage is collected indiscriminately or without reasonable  suspicion. 
Overall, the use of BWCs in these four crime topics can provide valuable evidence that  can help increase transparency and accountability in policing. However, there are also  concerns about privacy, civil liberties, and the potential for bias and discrimination. To  ensure that the use of BWCs is effective and ethical, it is important to carefully consider  the benefits and limitations of their use in each specific crime topic, and to implement  policies and procedures that protect the privacy and civil liberties of citizens while  promoting transparency and accountability in policing.
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