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Globalisation and Education


Introduction
This essay will be exploring globalisation in modern day and the effects it is having on different parts of today’s society, it will be defining globalisation and listing the different types of globalisation. The essay will also be looking at the advantages and disadvantages of the changes that globalisation has made and what theories there are regarding the effects of globalisation. while the focus of the essay will be the changes that globalisation has made to the education system and whether or not it has had a positive or negative effect on education itself. The essay will be looking at how education has responded in the era of global change.


The definition of globalisation
Globalisation is the process that has radically changed the way in which all people today live their lives. Globalisation is defined as the process of an increasingly interconnected world that has been the result of an increasing cultural and trade exchange. While globalisation has taken place for over a hundred years, Globalisation has been increasing rapidly over the last 50 years. Some of the results of Globalisation are an rise in trading internationally, companies that are operate in more than just one country, easier movement of services, goods and capital being made a much easier process and a greater need upon the economy globally. 

Some of the key factors that have influenced the process of globalisation are -
· Improvements in transportation - larger cargo ships mean that the cost of transporting goods between countries has decreased. Economies of scale mean the cost per item can reduce when operating on a larger scale. Transport improvements also mean that goods and people can travel more quickly.
· Freedom of trade - organisations like the World Trade Organisation (WTO) promote free trade between countries, which help to remove barriers between countries.
· Improvements of communications - the internet and mobile technology have allowed greater communication between people in different countries.
· Labour availability and skills - countries such as India have lower labour costs (about a third of that of the UK) and also high skill levels.
(BBC, n.d.)
Types of globalization
Globalisation is a heavily discussed topic and there is not one universally accepted definition of it and it’s effects on the world, this is why people from all different academic fields view globalisation differently. There are many different types of globalisation with different ways in how they change and make progress in the world some of them being –
· Economic Globalisation
Economic globalisation is affecting today’s world with things such as goods, capital and resources being easier to ship worldwide. 

· Financial Globalisation
An interconnection of financial systems all around the world such as stock markets and cities being more connected.

· Technological Globalisation
Being able to connect easily between nations through a growing technological world with electronics such as telephones, television, the internet and radios. This used to be more traditional for richer people in society but in todays society has been made much more available to poorer people in society.

· Political Globalisation
With globalisation affecting politics countries are now adopting similar political styles and policies in order to facilitate all forms of globalisation.
 
· Sociological Globalisation
The belief that every individual globally should all have equal rights and be held to the same standards, as well as this the belief that women and men should be equal.

· Cultural Globalisation
Cultural globalisation is highly criticised for being seen as destroying local cultures by merging cultures around the world with things such as language, religion, entertainment and food.

· Ecological Globalisation
A shared international deal with all environment issues such as climate change, protection of wildlife reserves than run across different countries. Ecological globalisation is viewing the earth as one single ecosystem instead of being separate and problems in nature are global.

(Baliwag, n.d.)

The sociology of globalisation 
Globalisation is a widely used term in society and in many academic field areas, it has generated many benefits in politics, economics and sociology. While globalisation is viewed as a macro phenomenon instead of something that is effecting and having an impact on everyday life, the large global processing of the reconstruction of international politics and global economy is having an impact on all individuals lives. It is affecting the chances of being employed and the cultural and personal identities of all individuals lives. (Martell, n.d.)

“The sociology of globalization focuses its attention to the study of the changes and the consequences that have been brought about in the country as a result of this globalization. It studies the changing labour relations, economic exchange, the changing political scenario with the integration of the world economies, moreover, they focus their study on the changes in the cultural aspects of the society. in order to do this, they give their attention to economic globalization, political globalization, and cultural globalization.”
(the sociology group, 2019)

Theory on globalisation
While there are many theories regarding globalisation one theoretical approach is that globalisation itself refers to processing such as Modernity and Postmodernity and that globalisation has actually radicalised the progression of modernity. The Postmodernity theory is that society is now globalised with more advanced technology and a heightened global level of cultural diversity.   Another theory of globalisation is the theory of global culture these theorists are concerned with dimensions of globalisation ideologies and the problems with the creation of global culture and the goal of trying to make the world a single place and as one global community. (Robinson, 2007)
The Advantages and disadvantages of Globalisation 
Globalisation has become a complicated topic of discussion so it is necessary to look at the advantages and disadvantages of globalisation. while it has greatly helped developing countries to access cheaper goods it also represents free trade which is helping to promote economic growth globally by creating more jobs and lowering prices for consumers which make the companies providing goods more competitive. (Collins, 2015). Even though there are negative impacts from globalisation it has benefitted the global population in many ways, while there is a negative effect from travelling around the world being much easier in a globalised world it is having a positive impact with more and more people travelling to gain a better education and learn about cultures other than their own. Globalisation has also benefited with the way in which it has helped with the technology being shared between nations, it is now easier than ever before to communicate and share knowledge with other nations. All nations have the ability to share technology and knowledge because of globalisation. However this is not to say that a negative from this would be that globalisation is causing a technological gap between less developed countries and more advanced countries, this creates a more unequal world with richer countries seeing more benefits from the effects of globalisation and poorer parts of the world mainly facing the negatives. 

Globalisation may impact some countries cultures this could cause problems as some feel that they must sacrifice part of their own culture to create a more equal society, another problem with these changes being made is that developing countries may not progress with other countries around the world for the fear of sacrificing to much of their own culture and communities and isolate instead of integrating with the other countries. Globalisation could be viewed as having a negative impact on the global environment with the world health organisation estimating that a extremely large number of people die every year due to pollution, this cause by the globalisation of industrial revolution. The World Health Organisation also suggest that there are unpredictable changes caused by globalisation that Is effecting the global populations health with ecological changes and with if one country has an infectious disease it cannot be contained with how easy it is to travel between countries in the world today so some could argue that globalisation helps with disease transfer. (Connectus, 2019)

The education system
The chosen context chosen to look at relating to globalisation is the education system. The term education system is the definition of institutes such as preschool, nurseries, primary schools, secondary schools and further education institutes for young people and adults. The education system is the essential driving force in all societies, it is the foundation for a thriving community with it helping economically, socially and with essential human development. The education system is the foundation to a successful community and to be able to thrive in todays globalised world, education is the force that makes the progress in academic areas such as new technology, science and economics. In todays globalised world gaining the right education is key to being a productive member in society, one of the main causes of global inequality is a large difference in education systems in developed countries and less developed countries.

How does Globalisation effect Education 
Globalisation and education are closely connected, this is because education is how society is shaped so it has a huge impact on the internationalization of what the most important subjects are to be included in the education systems curriculum. While the term globalisation has many different meanings, many education institutes today include the word global in their statements, this is to gain students that will be globally competent students that graduate. Globalisation has created a shift in the way education is implemented and developed, this changes the policies in the education system. This does show an evident advantage of globalisation as this leads to more society’s providing a better way of learning and teaching which increases countries economically because of people accessing a proper education which creates a higher skilled worker. With a continuous growth in the advances within technology in todays world this brings new challenges for people that work in the education sector and new demands for the best way for teaching and learning. The education system cannot remain outside of the globalisation process and changes.
Some of the disadvantages of globalisation on education that because it is now easier than ever before to travel between countries this means that individuals wanting to achieve more lucrative education and opportunities leave their home countries with hopes that they achieve a better education than their own country can provide which deprives their home native country of productive youth in their society. The evident disadvantages of this is that with these individuals being educated in other countries it deprives them of learning their own cultures and history. In different nations there is a growing inequality in education the quality and consistency changes in different society’s, the negative effects of inadequate education in countries affected by poverty are amplified by globalisation.
while globalisation has had some negative effects on the education system there are many positives to it such as with more students travelling from other countries to learn they are becoming more interconnected with more widespread methods of learning and teaching methods, this access to more schools and higher education has been enhanced and with this more students are being better prepared for multinational roles and careers. This also allows multicultural awareness and break down the barriers of people that have different cultures, backgrounds and languages. With these changes that globalisation makes to the education system it encourages students from all different countries the chance to collaborate with other students from varying culture and background to exchange ideas and learn new forms of communication. This supports and is creating a more equal field for all learners to rethink their needs in the education system. (Papadopoulou, 2018)
Globalisation has made changes to the education system in the United Kingdom with increasing competition for jobs overseas made the New Labour government make an increase in the amount spent on the education system this was done in hopes to give youth to gain the skills to make them a more competitive in the global labour market. The new government had hopes that more youth would enter further higher education. With globally increasing cultural relevance challenges it makes having a national curriculum in the education system it makes new challenges to what is learning is needed and what literature and history is most important in learning. (Thompson, 2017). Globalisation is viewed as more of an enhancement in education systems within countries that are developed by improving the way in which information is shared from other developed countries this improves the knowledge exchanged from each education system in the developed nations. One example of the way in which information is being shared between developed countries is with online literacy and technology being used more in learning and teaching, this is better preparing learners for all challenges in today’s modern society. With modern technology being used in education facilities with things such as virtual online classrooms where student from different countries can connect through video, this is the way that knowledge is now being shared globally. (Khan, n.d.)
UK economy has been majorly impacted by globalisation as the education system is preparing students for jobs that are new in the information based society of today’s world so the system is being changed to meet the criteria needed for new types of career pathways. Another part of this is education policies are changing and being influenced by what policies proving successful in other parts of the world. Students today travel from all over the world to different countries for higher education this is what instigating the multiculturism and learning needed for students preparing for multinational careers in an increasingly globalised world. Globalisation is supporting and creating information technology and a way of rethinking the ways in which people exchange experience and ideas in educational technology. Globalising education shows just how much has changed in the relationship and the way in which people are communicating with others from all parts of the world, this is helping to highlights issues such as human rights, conflict of races, social justice, ecological problems, differences in cultures and what impact technological revolution is having.
There are many different opinions of how people think globalisation has effected the education system and whether or not it’s having a positive or negative effect on education, while it allows for easier movement and being able to share knowledge and ideas with different countries around the world some feel that this can actually be seen as a setback. While there are obvious positives and negatives of the effects of globalisation on education it cannot be categorized as a negative or positive as this opinion varies from person to person. Overall globalisation has made progress in enhancing parts of the education system such as the advance in technology and how this helping the global population.
 
The Commodification of Education
Globalisation has had a powerful impact on the education system, it has made education a commodity that can marketized. This gives the view that students going into higher education as consumers and education is a product to be bought. Globalisation is reshaping the education system in many countries, it has had many impacts on education being positive and negative ones however the major aspect that has been impacted is education being globally commodified. The commodification of education could be negatively impacting it because it restructures the education system according with business and marketing values, while the main focus of structuring the education institutes should be their main responsibilities which are teaching, research and the way students are learning. (Department of Educational Foundations & Administration the Hashemite University, n.d.) 
When higher education is seen as something that is being marketed the choice of higher education institute is crucial for students this is why in today’s world student from all over the world are prone to travel to more privileged countries where it is seen as having a better education system this creates a competitive nature between institutes and helps improve the quality of the education they provide. There are views that the globalisation process and changes to education has involved the privileging of western culture and the English language, this has led to people viewing globalisation as something that is promoting social and economic inequalities. While the education system is expanding it is also becoming more unequal in standards of quality. (Pang, n.d.)

The impact of globalization on education in developing countries
Some research suggests that globalisation has had a highly negative effect on education systems in developing countries, this is due to the problems in these countries such as social, environmental, economic and cultural issues. It is concerning that the least developed countries around the world are having a particularly negative impact from globalisation instead of the positive aspects of it that are helping education systems in countries that are developed. While developing countries may not have been positively affected by the impact of globalisation in their education systems it could be argued that it has improved other in other ways in these countries from globalisation. (Hamdi, 2013)
A brief history of globalisation
Some theorists define globalisation in two waves the first being between 1870 and 1914 and the second being between 1970 and present day, while the fist wave was described more as an industrial revolution and the invention of electrical lights and automobiles. The fist wave of globalisation seen progress in global export of goods and capital. This first wave is at times described as the golden age of globalisation. (Zinkina J.etal, 2019)
Globalisation is a historical phenomenon which has expanded all types of communication between all ranges of cultures, it has been the process of connecting people for different countries. Aspects such as continental transport and globalised trading market is the evolution of bringing countries together and in education has helped in learning different cultures. One of the earliest examples of the effect globalisation is having on education globally is that religions such as Christianity and Islamic religion are more widespread, religion can be said to have one of the greatest impact on moving globalisation forward. (Faller, 2007) 

Do we need globalisation
Globalisation is an important part of how todays world is and has been developed, it has changed the world immensely in modern history. In today’s society it has brought a new era in which all nations have been changed in their economic, social and range of cultures, this brings new problems and views in society’s in all nations. In the information based society of today’s world with globalisation effecting the way in which learning is done it is helping to create students that are adopting the new values and helping to prepare graduating students with the knowledge and ability to adapt to the globalised society.


Conclusion
To conclude this essay while there are many advantages and disadvantages of globalisation it is a strong process that has influenced many different parts of the education system. Although there is an obvious positive effect on education because of globalisation it can be argued that it has had an equally negative effect on education. While analysing the changes globalisation is making to the education system it would seem that while it has had negative effects on education it has been a more beneficial change in terms of education globally although there are many more changes that need to be made it is undeniable that globalisation is creating the challenges needed. there is a clear link between globalisation and education and that is that is helping to create individuals that are better prepared to thrive in a global society. The process of globalisation and the changes it has made in the world today, it can be credited for creating a flexible and diverse way of how people in education today learn as well as making improvements in systems used for communication that has led to more efficient education being taught in higher education. Globalisation has influenced all nations education policies, it has transformed the world in every aspect possible, knowledge and the education system being one of the import parts in society that has been changed by globalisation.
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