[bookmark: _GoBack]In what ways can touring theatre affect its audience in terms of addressing social, political and cultural issues? 
Base your response on your specific piece of theatre you are creating.

Touring theatre can affect an audience in terms of addressing social, political and cultural issues.  Touring theatre can be taken to different places, which promotes culture as it allows others to embrace an environment that could be controversial to the society they live in. Through the theatre, it allows an audience to learn about social, political and cultural issues as a performance can allow the audience to empathise with the characters onstage. Often people promote change after reflecting on their own experiences or others around them. By having a touring theatre, it could affect an audience in terms of addressing social, political and cultural issues. 
The Mountaintop by Katori Hall is a powerful show that has affected audiences in terms of addressing social, political and cultural issues.  This comes down showing what being a black American was like during the 1960’s and how Martin Luther King overcame the struggles throughout his life. Issues of racism and general treatment in the 1960’s is a common theme and by having a touring theatre it allows the theatre to show the issues to an audience none the wiser to these issues. Touring theatre allows actors to take history with them and promote change, influencing an audience to address racism so it is never a part of a future generation. A touring theatre would also feel make an audience reflect on how far the world has come. 
Our audience is for those of an age of 9 to 10, as this age comes with curiosity about who they want to become and who they are around. The piece we have created called looks at how children can feel different from others, such as children from different cultural backgrounds and social situations.
The issues that arise in our production are children having a sense of fear of not fitting in the world around them. These worries are universal, which most people can empathise with. Therefore, touring a show like this can help educate children to embrace their quirky, unique traits and to teach others to do so as well. This could affect this audience as it would reflect on how they should treat their peers in society and to reflect the unfairness of the issue. The impact of this would be that they take what is said in a positive way and teach them to respect others no matter the social situation. 
One could say that a message like ours could have a bigger impact on one child than it has on others. A mother of a seven-year-old boy contacted the company of a show that came to his school and told them how he had been having a tough time in school, and how seeing the show “made him feel part of something that had engaged him and inspired him” * This highlights that touring is an important aspect of theatre as it allows a show to go to the audience rather than the audience coming to a show. 
Watching theatre can teach us how to express ourselves, which can help us to communicate with others. Audiences of touring theatre will receive the same universal message from seeing the same performance, this can impact its audience by teaching them how to relate in a world where it can be proven difficult. This can have a very positive affect on children while watching the performance, they will be able to see how people from all backgrounds are the same and should be treated with equality. 
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