Research Methods (1500)
(This is just the start…….)
The methodological framework for this proposal has been carefully developed to critically evaluate the current protections available to victims of online abuse, with particular emphasis on women and young people. 
This section outlines the research design and methodology that will be employed in this study. The researcher’s role will be discussed, with particular attention to how it may influence the research process. The final part of the chapter will present the study’s research questions, sampling strategy, data collection methods, and the procedures implemented to establish the reliability of the research.
As Creswell (2007) highlights, research methodology encompasses a systematic and scientific approach to collecting, analysing, and interpreting both quantitative and qualitive data, enabling researchers to effectively address their research questions or test hypotheses. 
Research Method
This enquiry will utilise a mixed-methods approach, sometimes referred to as a ‘methodological pluralism’ (Leavy, 2020), which facilitates the integration of both qualitative and quantitative research techniques. By adopting this approach, the researcher seeks to capitalise on the strengths of both methodologies, thereby offering a more comprehensive and nuanced understating of the research question.  
Quantitative data refers to information that can be measured and represented numerically, enabling statistical analysis (O’Dwyer and Bernauer, 2016). This type of data plays a crucial role for systematic research, as it supports the detailed description, explanation, and prediction of various phenomena. In their study, ‘Quantitative Research for the Qualitative Researcher’, O’Dwyer and Bernauer (2016) assert that quantitative data underpins the integration of qualitative and quantitative methodologies, providing researchers with instruments to deepen their comprehension of intricate subjects.                                                          
Conversely, qualitative data is described as information that captures the qualities or characteristics of research, often in non-numerical forms such as focus groups, in-depth interviews, or observations, to name but a few (Flick, 2014). Flick emphasises that qualitative data focuses on meaning, context, and the subjective experiences of individuals or groups. 
Research Philosophy
The study employs an interpretivist research philosophy, as noted by Nelson et al (2014), which facilitates the integration of human interest into the research.  Interpretivism posits that reality is socially produced and may differ across individuals (Ryan, 2018). This study acknowledges that each participant’s experience with online abuse and their engagement with protective support systems are influenced by a distinct combination of factors, such as personal background, available resources, and the digital context in which the abuse takes place (Zhu et al., 2021). This philosophical approach will direct the study in understanding the lived realities of the participants rather pursuing a single, objective truth, whilst underlining the significance of comprehending these experiences from the perspectives of those involved. The interpretivist paradigm compliments the use of qualitative data, such as responses from open-ended questionnaire questions; allowing the research to gain insights into the effectiveness of current protective measures. Simultaneously, the study integrates aspects of positivism for the quantitative aspect, such as statistical patterns revealed through a survey, offering an objective basis for the analysis. 
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