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In this portfolio the writer will be exploring the history of Wales and how the Welsh language within education has changed overtime. The writer will also include the policies and frameworks and evaluate activities that are in school settings to promote the Welsh language. 

Rationale:
According to Welsh Government (2025) Welsh has spent 4,000 years evolving, it’s Britains oldest language. In 1536 Henry VIII passed the act of union which prohibited the use of Welsh in public and the legal system (Welsh Government, 2025).  According to Brain (no date) using the Welsh language was banned and its official status was removed. In 1563 Elizabeth passed an act which ensured that the common prayer and the bible was translated to Welsh. In the 19th century English language had taken over, and Welsh was not part of the curriculum. In the 20th century where there was recognition that the Welsh language and its speakers were being discriminated against and in 1942 the Welsh courts act passed a law that allowed Welsh to be spoken in courts. Brain (no date) includes that by 1967 a legislation was introduced which was modelled on the Hughes Parry report and stated that Welsh needed to be equal to English, both written and spoken in courts. According to Casgliad y Werin Cymru (2011) in 1993 a new comprehensive Welsh language act was passed but it was still believed to be weak.  Brain (no date) states that today the Welsh language is embraced and spoken at homes, workplaces, educational settings, the community and in the Government. Welsh Government (2025) includes that they aim to have a million Welsh speakers by 20250. There are also policies, frameworks, acts and curriculums in place to ensure that the Welsh language and culture is implemented. 

Curriculum and Policies:
Donaldsons successful futures is a report that was done in 2014 where the Welsh Government asked Professor Graham Donaldson to review the curriculum for Wales because it had become overloaded, complicated and in parts outdated (Welsh Government 2015). Donaldson (2015) states that the review has developed curriculum four purposes and that the Welsh language in the curriculum needs to be strengthened, it includes that all children should continue to learn Welsh up until the age of 16.
According to Gov.Wales (2013) the Cwricwlwm Cymreig is a result of the Education Reform act 1988. The intention was to have a common national curriculum for Wales and England but after campaigning, there is a separate curriculum for Wales which reflects the culture, environment, economy and history of Wales and the influences which have shaped the country. The Education Reform Act (1988) includes that for schools in Wales, Welsh along with history, geography, technology, music, art and physical education are to become foundation subjects. Qualifications, Curriculum and Assessment Authority for Wales (ACCAC) (2003) states that the statutory requirement for curriculum Cymreig is an essential part of the curriculum for all schools. The aim of the curriculum is to provide pupils with “opportunities to develop and apply knowledge and understanding of the cultural, economic, environmental, historical and linguistic characteristics of Wales (ACCAC, 2003)
The wellbeing of future generations act ensures that public bodies take account of the long term, helps to prevent problems occurring or getting worse, involves people of all ages and diversity. The purpose of the act is to ensure that the future generations of people have the same quality of life as we do now. Welsh Government (no date) states that “We have a law in Wales that helps us all work together to improve our environment, our economy, our society and our culture”.   The act contains 7 goals that include a Wales that is, prosperous, resilient, healthier, more equal, more cohesive communities, vibrant culture and thriving Welsh language and globally responsible.
The new curriculum for Wales (2022) promotes ways in which Welsh can be cross curricular and taught in other subjects which promotes bilingualism, it also aims to develops ambitious, capable learners who can communicate in both Welsh and English (Welsh Government (2019).   Welsh Government (2019) also indicates that their national mission is to raise standards, reduce the attainment gap and deliver an education system of pride and confidence. The curriculum includes four purposes with a theme of learners being rooted in their own cultures and have a strong sense of identity within their locality, Wales and the wider world. The curriculum creates opportunities to use Welsh in the classrooms and digitally and promotes confidence to speak Welsh and appreciation to communicate in bilingual Wales. 

Settings and theories:
The siarter Iaith is a national framework that increases children’s and young people's use of Welsh in Wales no matter of the linguistic background (Welsh Government, no date). According to Hwb gov Wales (no date) the aim of the Siarter Iaith is to promote a strong Welsh language ethos in schools and to provide activities that motivates and enjoyable for the children. They also want to inspire children to use Welsh in all aspects of their lives. The Government recognises the importance of the siarter Iaith programme and believes it's the key resource for increasing the amount of Welsh spoken (Welsh Government, no date).
Hwb Gov Wales (no date) includes that to ensure that all efforts from schools are rewarded there are gold, silver and bronze rewards that include challenging but achievable targets that the school must follow to promote the use of Welsh.  The use of rewards within this programme links to Skinners operant conditioning theory (1938) which includes that “When an action is followed by a reward, we’re more likely to repeat it” (McLeod, 2025). It also gives the school a sense of achievement and pride when receiving the reward that they've worked hard to achieve. 
School A has spent some time over the years working on the Siarter Iaith programme to achieve the bronze award. School A’s Criw cymreag (no date) includes that “we are working towards achieving the Bronze award in the Siarter Iaith Cymreag campus” To achieve this reward they must show that they are promoting the Welsh language and culture throughout the school. The bronze award consists of 7 targets and one of the targets include that learners are considering what activities the school can undertake to increase the use of Welsh. This links to Donalson's successful future report where he includes that “investments in and improvements to provision and the rising standards should focus on strengthening the language in primary schools” (Donaldson, 2015) School A’s criw cymreag have worked together within their pupil voice groups to come up with ways they can achieve this, this aligns with one of the four purposes of the new curriculum 2022 that includes learners to become “ambitious, capable learners” (Welsh Government, 2020). One idea is that all classrooms to have a Welsh display (see appendix A). 
The strategic equality and bilingual policy is a policy that was written with school A’s Governing body. The policy includes that it aims to develop a culture of inclusion and diversity in which enables them to feel proud of their identity, safe, a sense of belonging and able to participate fully in school life, promoting bilingualism (School A’s strategic equality, 2024). This policy links to the equality act 2010 which protects people from discrimination and to Maslow's hierarchy of needs (1943) which is the idea of meeting the needs on the hierarchy before the children can desire to become the most they can be (McLeod, 2025).  School A has also previously undergone an Estyn inspection and their recent Estyn inspection (September 2025) recognised “the strong ethos, inclusive culture and commitment to bilingualism” However Estyn made it a recommendation to improve the progress that the children make in their Welsh oracy skills (School A’s action plan 2025). Following the recommendations school A has now come up with an action plan to help improve this. 
Speech and language UK (no date) argues that they have strong evidence that speaking more than one language is good for children. It also includes that many bilingual children do better academically than children who hear and speak one language, a strong foundation in one language will benefit children in learning other languages, this helps them do well in school. However, critics argue that learning a new language harms the knowledge of existing ones, it assumes that there is only limited space in out brain and adding a new language takes away space for the language we already know (Bilingualism matters, 2020). Despite these critics the New Welsh curriculum (2022) promotes bilingualism by having a framework in place that reflects our bilingual nation. Welsh Government (no date) states that all leaners should have appropriate opportunities for learning Welsh and English to enable them to develop confidence to use both languages within their everyday lives.
Welsh activities and evaluation:
Even though school A is an English medium school that faces many barriers that prevent children from speaking Welsh including high number of EAL and ALN and Welsh not being a fluent language spoken by any of the children, they still ensure to implement Welsh throughout the school. Every classroom will have Welsh displays that contain Welsh phrases, each book corner and library will also contain Welsh books that the children can access, letters that are sent home to parents can also be translated if requested. This links to the curriculum for Wales 2022 guidance which states that considerations should be given to the nature of your language provision as well as the range of linguistic and cultural experiences you offer your learners (Welsh Government, N.D).

Activity 1: Criw Cymraeg 
Criw Cymreag is a group of learners that meet once a week to, they deliver assemblies weekly with the Welsh pattern of the week (See appendix C), and they also discuss ways in which they can promote Welsh throughout the school (see Appendix G). One of the ideas they came up with is giving a tocyn Iaith (see appendix B) to children who they hear talking Welsh. Criw Cymraeg announce the class who have received the most tocyn Iaith (see appendix D), that class then receives a reward of their choice for example extra play or time on the climbing frame. During assemblies they also announce Welsh speaker of the week for children and for teachers, these awards go to those who they have heard speaking the most Welsh, they then receive a certificate (See appendix E). This reward system links to Skinners operant conditioning theory (1938) which is the idea of “When an action is followed by a reward, we’re more likely to repeat it” (McLeod, 2025). The Criw Cymraeg also cross their knowledge and skills of Welsh by encouraging Welsh to be used on the yard when playing games. One of many Welsh games they encourage children to play is ‘Faint O’r gloch yw hi, Mr Blaidd?’ (What’s the time Mr Wolf) (see appendix F). 
My evaluation of the Criw Cymraeg is that it's an effective way to promote Welsh throughout the school  I think the reward systems that they use is a good way to encourage Welsh as the children are more likely to repeat the use of Welsh when they know they are going to get a reward for speaking it, which links to Skinners operant conditioning theory (1938). Criw Cymraeg delivering Welsh assemblies and implementing Welsh at play times is an opportunity to make their skills and knowledge of Welsh cross curricular which aligns with the curriculum for Wales (2022) which includes that “Wales and international perspective should be evident across Curriculum for Wales 2022 and be included in the learning journeys of all areas of learning and experience” (Welsh Government, 2019). Having a Criw Cymraeg enables encouragement to speak Welsh to come from other children, not just teachers and encourages pupil voice which enables children to give their opinions and be involved in their own learning, it also encourages Welsh to be spoken around the school not just in classrooms. 
Even though I think Criw Cymraeg is an effective way to promote Welsh in and around the school, I think there are some ways in which it isn't effective. I think it can be hard to monitor and some children who speak Welsh in their classroom could miss the opportunity for a reward if Criw Cymraeg haven’t heard them speaking Welsh which can lower a child's confidence to speak Welsh. I also think that some children might speak Welsh just to get a reward and not actually enjoy speaking Welsh, This goes against Siarter Iaith national frameworks vision which includes that they want children to “use the Welsh language of their own volition and enjoy it” (Welsh Government, N.D)

Activity 2: Eisteddfod and shwmae day 
Within setting A, they celebrate the Eisteddfod on or as close to St Davids as they can. The purpose of the Eisteddfod is for children to celebrate the Welsh arts, language and culture (Welsh Government, 2026). The celebration consists of the whole school getting together to sing and celebrate the Welsh language. Children will wear the traditional Welsh costumes and enter a ‘best dressed’ competition, they design a piece of artwork that includes landscapes in Wales and Welsh cultures which also gets entered for competition for a 1st, 2nd and 3rd prize, they can also enter a ‘dress the leak’ competition, all in which are good ways for children to learn about the culture and locality of Wales. Each class will also present a Welsh song on stage that they have been learning which promotes the Welsh language. 
School A also celebrates shwmae day one a year which is a day that celebrates the Welsh language and encourages each conversation to start with ‘shwmae’. Mentrau Iaith (no date) includes that “a small shwmae can get you started on your journey to the Cymraeg”. The children will wear red, take part in Welsh activities throughout the day, start every conversation with ‘shwmae’, speak as much Welsh as they can (see appendix H), a Welsh speaker will be chosen, and the children will receive tocyn Iaith's. When the children receive a reward, they are more likely to repeat it which links to Skinners operant conditioning theory 1938.
My evaluation on the Eisteddfod and Shwmae day celebrations is that they are effective ways to celebrate the Welsh culture, language and traditions. The celebrations and competitions are ways children can implement learning about Wales and its language, do it with confidence and pride and gives them a sense of belonging which links to Maslow hierarchy of needs (1943), love and belonging are needs on the hierarchy.
[bookmark: _Int_gI60o8GN]On the other hand, even though I think these celebration days are effective ways to celebrate the Welsh language and culture, I think that 1 day a year to celebrate is not enough to enable the love and use of the language to continue every day. I think other sustainable fun ways to promote the Welsh language should be implemented into the setting to continue the love and progress of the use of the Welsh language. School A has come up with an action plan following Estyn's 2025 visit recommendations to improve the progress that the children make in their Welsh oracy skills (school A’s Welsh action plan, 2025)

Overall, I think the Welsh Governments vision and plan for more Welsh speakers is clear and practitioners have a vital role to ensure best practice and following action plans to enable this. I think constant reviews and evaluations should be in place in settings to ensure this. 
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« Empty space where the players can move frecly.

* Atleast theee players.

= Mac Seimon yn dweud ..Simon say..

* Commands (plural) involving movements, e
Neidiwch—Jump ~ Rhedweh— Run  Stopiwch—Sigp  Chwifiwch — Ware  Sefweh — Stand

* Descriptive words, ¢.g:
fyny-Up  ilawr—Don  arundrocd—monclg  yn gyllym - quickly  yn asaf - dowly

« Pasts of the body, for example:
pen—Jead  braich, breichiau — arm, arms  coes, coesau — kg, kgs  Nlawq dwylo — band, hands

+ Choose one player to be “Scimon’ (Simon), (an adult can take this role if necded).
+ ‘Scimon’ to stand facing everyone clse
+ “Scimon’ has to give a series of movement commands c.g. ‘Chwifiweh cich brichiau’, ‘ncidiweh” ctc.

« I “Seimon’ says ‘Mac Seimon yn dweud ... before his command (eg *Mac Seimon yn dweud

neidiweh), the other players must all obey it,

«1f “Mac Seimon yn dweud” isn't included in the command (¢.g. ‘Neidiwel'), they must ignore it
+ “Seimon, through a series of commands, has to try and trick the other players and make them obey
something that is not preeeded by “Mac Scimon yn dweud”
If a player obeys an ‘incorrect’ command, he must leave the game.
The last player to make 2 mistake wins, and he will be ‘Seimon’ next fime.

« Itis important to run through the language patterns before starting to play the game.

* The game can be simplified depending on the pupils” ability: PLAYGROUND GAMES|
1- Using simple verbs such as ‘Rhedweh'.

2-"The use of adjectives should be added such as ‘Rhedwch yn gyflym’ (Run

quickly)

3 Themes eurrently being explored in the classroom can be used ¢ g.colour:

“Pawb sy’n gwisgo dillad coch i sefyll” (Evcryone wearing red clothes to stand).
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LANGUAGE PATTERNS YEAR 1 AND 2
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g Faint ydy dy oed di? Dw i'n ... oed.
How old are you> Tam...years old
’::":'S Sut mae'r tywydd heddiw? Mae hi'n ... heddiw.
o How is the weather today? Ttis .. today.
O Ydy hin ... ? Ydy, mae hin ...
i Isit..? Yes, it is ...
O Ydy hin ... ? Nag ydy, dydy hi ddim yn ..
ot Isit..? No, it is not
Pa liw? Coch / Glas / Melyn / Gwyrdd
What colour? Red / Blue / Yellow / Green
Pa rif? Un / Dau / Tri / Pedwar
What number? One / Two / Three / Four
Sawl un? Un / Dau / Tri / Pedwar
How mamy? One./ Twa / Three / Four
Beth wyt ti'n wisgo? Dw i'n gwisgo ...
What are you wearing? Im wearing
Beth wyt ti'n hoffi? Dw i'n hoffi ...
a W oy ke
Beth wyt ti ddim yn hoffi? Dw i ddim yn hoffi ...
What dorit you like? T don't like.
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1. Give a Welsh Tocyn Iaith out

4 M l on the yard — which class will
pi PHasely have the most today?
G 1‘1%9 ‘ Prize at the end of the day!

2. Learn a Welsh yard game — :
Colours and chalk

3. Create a class collage of the

¢ &+ word Shwmae — Could we display it

“ a window? Or on your door?
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« Empty space for running, with a linc or wall at both
ends.
* Atleast three players.

« Being able to count the hours (un’one (o ‘un ar ddeg’ cleven)
What's the time?
o dock

 Faint o' gloch yw hi?
*Mac hi'n ... o'r gloch — I/
* Mr Blaidd — Mr Walf

* Amser cinio - Lunch fime.

+ Choose one player to be Mr Blaidd'.

« M Blaidd” stands at one end of the playing area (or next to one wall), with the other players in a line at
the other end (or next to the other wall).

«The players start by asking ‘Mr Blaidd” in unison, “Faint o't gloch yw hi, Mr Blaidd?’

Me Blaidd® answers with a time, e.g. “Mac hi'n dsi o' gloch’.

*The players step forward according to the number of houss, e.g.they must take three steps forward
if “tri o' gloch” s given as an answer.

«This continues with “Mr Blaidd® giving a different time in answer to each question, e ‘un o gloch’ (one
step), ‘deg o'r gloch” (ten steps), etc.

* When the players are quite close to Mr Blaidd’, ‘Mr Blaidd” can answer “Amser cinio”.

* On hearing this, the players have o try and run back to the starting point, with Mr Blaidd running to
catch them.

«The player who is caught by ‘Mr Blaidd” will play Mr Blaidd's role the next time.

« Ttis important to run through the language patterns before starting to play the game.

PLAYGROUND GAME:
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2nd slide ALL

Good afternoon. Welcome to assembly.

3rd slide

Mae hin amswer patrwm yr wythnos. Patrwm yr wythnos ydy.. Pawb T ddweud ar-
6. - Meena

It is time for pattern of the week. Pattern of the week is...Everyone say after
me...

4th slide

(number in welsh) Bendigedig! - Tochi

Look at the screen. Well done ....class because you are class of the week. How
many tickets? (humber) Great!
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« Empty space, where all the players can sit.

« Atleast two players.

* Name a number of different items bought in a shop — food items are ideal.

Dwi cisiau prynu .. a .. — Lnant 1o by .. and ...

* Exeryone sits in a circle.

* One player starts saying ‘D i cisiau prynu ..., naming one item bought in a shop, ¢.g. bara (bread).

* The next player continues saying ‘Dw i eisiau prynu bara a ..” adding another item to the list, ¢, menyn
(butter)

* This is continued from one player to the next, with the list getting longer each time.

«The first player who fails to remember the list correctly starts off the next round.

« Itis important to run through the language pattern before starting to play the game.

PLAYGROUND GAMES,
« The game can be simplified by one player saying “Dw i hoffi...” (“T like....”) and
‘naming one item, then the next player to name one different item.

© Prynaisi (Ibe 0t e, Lol

~ v

& R QA e





