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Title-
[bookmark: _Hlk132485757]Good teaching and learning means employing a blend of approaches including direct teaching.
Good teaching and learning sets tasks and selects resources that build on previous knowledge and experience and engage interest.
               Good teaching and learning ranges within and across Areas of Learning and experience.
                                                                                                     (Donaldson 2015:68)
[bookmark: _Hlk60833274]Consider the 3 pedagogic principles outlined above. Discuss these principles in relation to practices in education, showing secure understanding, identifying strengths and areas for development for each principle.

Introduction
Within this essay I will be discussing the three selected pedagogical principles in relation to practise within primary education, specifically the foundation phase. I will identify the strengths and areas of development for each principle and how I would implement these strategies within my own teaching in the future and discuss how they aid pupil learning and improvement. The pedagogical principles are a set of 12 principles created by professor Graham Donaldson in the 2015 curriculum review. He created a document named ‘successful futures’ which includes these principles along with assessment and curriculum information (Donaldson, 2015). The purpose of these principles are to support educators when ‘designing and delivering’ the curriculum, therefore helping pupils develop strong cognitive and communication skills to aid them into being confident learners (Welsh Government, 2022). They work in line with the 5 areas of learning to aid educators when designing appropriate curriculum. It is important that teachers follow these principles in line with each of the areas of learning to ensure that learners are progressing efficiently which can be measured with the three progression steps allowing teachers to keep track of learning easily (Welsh Government, 2020). Importantly, the pedagogical principles help promote challenge for all learners to take them to the next step. They allow teachers to meet a range of learning needs from the least to most able learners. For example, one of the principles is to create authentic contexts for learners meaning to apply real life context and issues to tasks, addressing issues which have social and economic context. It allows pupils to have something to base their learning on and gain experiences of what the real world is like. It helps all learners gain knowledge and experiences which will actually be valuable to them in the future. Giving context to their learning will also likely allow them to understand the task more as they have something to relate it to. (NACE, 2023)
Principle 1
The first principle I will be discussing in my essay is ‘good teaching and learning means employing a blend of approaches including direct teaching’. This principle relates to the different type of teaching methods in the classroom which must include direct teaching. Direct teaching is the process in which children will learn through imitation and following instructs directly from the teacher (Queensland Government, 2023). This method of teaching is effective as every child can be taught and gain knowledge through direct teaching. Additionally, those pupils who are of the lower ability can improve and gain confidence within this method, perhaps the teacher may set groups by ability and focus more on those who need extra help. However, according to research done in UK primary schools,  the test scores in mixed ability classes are an average of seven percent higher than those in set classes (HTU, 2013). This is likely because pupils learn from each other. Elements such as peer assessment are also more beneficial in mixed ability sets as those of higher abilities can be an example to those of lower abilities. Alternatively, Sir Michael Wilshaw believes that direct teaching is more effective in sets for those more abled pupils (HTU, 2013). He states that mixed ability classes only work with differentiated teaching. However, In my experience within classrooms, especially in the foundation phase I believe that direct teaching is more beneficial in a mixed ability setting as pupils learn from each other, especially when being asked group questions. For example, within my placement we read a book about joy. I asked the pupils ‘ what does joy mean?’ and only one of them could answer. After discussing with each other, they were all able to give me an answer. This would have been different if they were all low ability as they would be less likely to help each other.
Direct teaching is important across all areas of learning, particularly mathematics and numeracy. Mathematics and numeracy contains a lot of symbols and methods that primary pupils may have never seen before. It can be very confusing for them at first which is why its important for teachers to teach those pupils the correct methods directly, and also repeat these often so pupils learn from prior knowledge and experience. This method of teaching works well. The school I am currently completing my placement are underachieving in mathematics and numeracy, in contrast, they have seen a vast improvement when teacher implemented the idea of ‘mental maths’. For the first twenty minutes of every day pupils will go over their times tables, number lines and additions through direct teaching . This helps them gain confidence within the subject and makes it fun for them as they see it as a challenge. This can link in with the four purposes, specifically being an ‘ambitious, capable learner who enjoys questioning and solving problems’ (The Welsh Government, 2022). Direct teaching also aids cognitive development, specifically when reaching the operational stage in primary school where children learn how to think logically and develop new skills. (Bailey, 2022).
Even though I believe direct teaching is the most valuable form of education, I thoroughly believe a blended approach maximises pupils learning the most as they gain additional experiences and skills. One of the teaching approaches could be allowing the children to have independent learning time away from teacher led learning; for example setting them activities and tasks to do on their own without teacher guidance. This will allow them to build confidence, becoming a healthy confident individual (The Welsh Government, 2022) and give them the opportunity to problem solve independently. This needed independence are where concepts such as the ‘5’bs’ (brain,board,book,buddy and boss) are adopted from, promoting self-encouragement and independency (twinkl, 2023). An example of implementation of independent learning from my experiences in schools could be when my teacher mentor directly taught her class in mixed-ability group rotations, and those who weren’t getting directly taught would have to complete independent tasks to do with the topic. Another approach to teaching is play based learning. This is particularly important for the foundation phase as they learn best through play, according to theorist Jean Piaget (Mooney, 2013). Learning through play makes it more exciting and engaging for children.
I believe that a blend of these approaches is the best way for children to receive high quality education, with the main focus being on direct teaching.
Principle 2
The second principle I will be discussing is ‘Good teaching and learning sets tasks and selects resources that build on previous knowledge and experience and engage interest’. This principle relates to the planning that goes into lessons and how teachers must plan sensibly by creating tasks that engage the learners by building on previous knowledge and experience. It is important that teachers put a lot of thought into their lesson plans and consider each and every pupils needs and abilities. It is important that teachers build on pupils previous knowledge so that they can learn and develop life long skills. They must also create new experiences for children to allow for new knowledge and information to be retrieved and built upon in the future. One of the most important factors of this principle is to ‘engage interest’. Children must be engaged and excited to learn in order to do so. They must find it fun, which is why they learn best through play (Mooney, 2013). This principle is vastly important throughout all five of the areas of learning. It stands for a high standard of teaching and learning. It is important for teachers to activate prior knowledge by asking questions which will allow the pupils to think deeply. It is important for teachers to challenge children so they can move on to the next progression step in each area of learning. As an example, within the literacy, languages and communication AoLE there are four descriptors of learning which help teachers ensure pupils are achieving targets. One of these descriptions states ‘literature fires imagination and sparks creativity’ with progression step 1 being ‘I can join in with familiar songs, rhymes and poems’ (Welsh Government, 2021) . Teachers can help pupils reach progression step 2 which is ‘ I can listen to and remember poetry, drama and pose’ by repeating and building on pupil knowledge by perhaps reading the same poem every day- eventually they will learn it from memory.
It is important that teachers plan their lessons accordingly to the Welsh Curriculum to achieve the good teaching and learning. They must associate their lesson with at least one of the four purposes and ensure that the lesson is cross curricular across the different areas of learning. In context, my local primary school used to teach numbers outside with chalks and metre rulers which was effective because it was engaging- including the maths and numeracy and health and well being areas of learning.  This relates to John Dewey’s theory of experience, where he believed in continuity and that past experiences influence the present and present experiences influences the future, particularly within the classroom which is why it’s so important for pupils to receive good classroom experiences (Nickerson, 2023).
It is important that children gage experiences inside and outside of the classroom for their overall holistic development. According to Lev Vygotsky children learn best through hands on experiences which is why its vital that children have the opportunity to try new things. He also created the concept of the zone of proximal development which displays the gap between what children can and cant do without help of others. This zone is useful for measuring their psychological development and access their needs (Cherry, 2023). However, Opposingly Bandura believes that children learn best through observing others. Although I agree, I believe that children need to have their own experiences as well as observing others so they can gain their own personal skills and become healthy, confident individuals (The Welsh Government, 2022).
Furthermore, it is critical that the teacher provides adequate resources for the children. These resources need to be engaging and suitable for their age and ability, but also challenging at the same time. These resources include worksheets, stationary, books and play which can all influence learning immensely so they need to be to a good standard. For example, worksheets must be associated with the topic and challenging enough for all abilities. Moreover, its vital that teachers also have the correct resources and knowledge to teach to a good standard. 
I believe that this principle is significant in the classroom and helps create ambitious capable learners.
Principle 3
The third principle I will be discussing in this essay is ‘ Good teaching and learning ranges within and across areas of learning and experience’. This principle relates to the use of cross curricular teaching and learning. This is when different subjects are combined within lessons. This method is effective as it helps maintain engagement and enjoyability throughout the lessons. For example, I would implement cross-curricular teaching when teaching maths and numeracy. I would link this in with health and wellbeing and bring my pupils outdoors to do measuring activities by throwing bean bags or measuring how far they can jump. Outdoors learning is important as it can help children to develop gross motor skills and their vestibular sense (Learn Resources, 2022). This idea of cross curricular learning is also effective as pupils learning can be maximised as they are learning multiple things at once. However, this could also be overwhelming for some pupils and may take away from the focus of a specific subject. In contrast, this idea of cross curricular learning could link in with John Dewey’s education theory. He believes that pupils work the best when their interest are engaged (Nickerson, 2023). As an example, a children who loves arts and crafts would likely learn maths better through an artsy maths activity rather than being given a stereotypical mathematics work sheet. I agree with this theory as students who are more engaged learn more than those who are less engaged. This is backed by theorists (Lewis, Freed, Heller and Burch) who state that ‘engaged students will have increased learning over students who are less engaged’, both quantity and quality of learning are important within the classroom environment. A negative of cross-curricular teaching could be the possibility of important elements of learning being missed out due to the teacher being overly focused on including lots of different areas of learning. This will over complicate the lesson, and perhaps defer pupils engagement away from the main purpose of the lesson. However, I believe that cross-curricular teaching is effective when done correctly, but sometimes I feel that it is important to just focus on one subject, especially when the topic is extra challenging and may be confusing. Moreover, it is likely those of a higher ability will manage this just fine, and sometimes cross-curricular activities can be easier than single subject activities as they suit everyone’s interests promoting engagement.
Conclusion 
In conclusion, I believe that all three of these principles are useful for good teaching and learning. I firmly agree with the first principle of having a blended approach of teaching and learning (including direct teaching) and believe that this works well and is definitely a method I will use in my future teaching experiences. However, I do believe that it is vital to prioritise direct teaching as this is where pupils will learn the basics of each area of learning. I will adopt this strategy by directly teaching my class then giving them tasks to complete independently. I will also adopt the second principle in my teaching practice by creating exciting lessons to ensure engagement is kept at a high. I will also build upon pupils prior knowledge and experience by giving them daily challenged of what they have learned. For example, spelling activities or mental maths first thing in the morning to activate their prior learning. This blended approach helps pupils become healthy, confident individuals by learning how to work independently (The Welsh Government, 2022). Finally, the third principle is beneficial to good teaching and learning as it promotes cross-curricular learning and ensures higher engagement by allowing more exciting lessons. Lessons can include multiple areas of learning which are easily linked together. Cross-curricular teaching makes it easier for teachers and pupils to meet the four purposes as multiple purposes can be met in one singular lesson. I will definitely be using cross curricular methods in my teaching practice. All in all, these pedagogical principles are a good guide for high standard teaching and are widely used in primary schools across Wales for that reason
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