By giving detailed description of specific ritual practises from two different ethnographic groups (covered in this course) explore how ideas embedded in cosmologies can be seen in daily life.
Daniel Gwilliam – 1603402 – AHAN 4002 – RESIT.
Introduction:
Cosmology’s are a part of all cultures through out the world and through out human culture and society. There are many different kinds spread through out the world and amongst its tribal cultures. The definition of cosmology is 
‘noun,
1. the branch of philosophy dealing with the origin and general structure of the universe, with its parts, elements, and laws, and especially with such of its characteristics as space, time, causality, and freedom.
1. the branch of astronomy that deals with the general structure and evolution of the universe.’ 
(http://www.dictionary.com/browse/cosmology)
For example, in our modern world and society, we especially as young children believe in father Christmas or Santa Claus and that he comes down our chimneys on Christmas eve and leaves presents for us that are from our family’s. This tradition for most people carries on for our whole lives even if the belief of father Christmas manages to be dispelled (or even a belief in Jesus and Christianity), we every year on the twenty fifth of December will still give presents and gifts to our friend’s family and loved ones. Here I believe we have an example of cosmology being in embedded in our (mine and yours) daily lives. I will try in this essay to cover the same thing, ‘cosmology embedded in daily lives’ but covering at least two examples from the module thus far. I have chosen to cover the Mbuti people of the Ituri forest in central Africa, and also the Kogi people of Columbia in south America. Both have very interesting and very different views, ideas and cosmologies about the world.
 The Kogi:
The Kogi are a tribe of people from the jungle hills of Columbia (the sierra Nevada de Santa Marta), they live on hills that strut out of the ground a staggering nineteen thousand feet out of the earth, forming an almost natural pyramid that they call Gonawindua they believe that this mountain is as they call it ‘the heart of the world’. and they are the descendants of the Tairona people. When the Spanish invaded Columbia the Tairona/Kogi went up ‘their’ mountain and have reminded in isolation there ever since, this is because of the threat of foreign or hostile neighbours and missionary’s. 
there cosmology is very diverse, they believe that the whole universe is within a nine layered egg-shaped universe that is held up by elders above the mother waters that they have come to call Aluna. These nine levels, layers and worlds are split into our world in the middle and four sun worlds above and four night worlds below us. To the Kogi ‘the mother’ or Aluna is very important. They believe that everything comes from ‘the mother’ and everything comes from her darkness, women are more ‘motherly’ than men in the sense of people coming from ‘the mother’). A big part of there belief is that balance in the world and the universe can come from mediation with ‘the mother’ and that 
[bookmark: _Hlk518463123]‘no action should happen without thought to avoid imbalance’ (Attalla PowerPoint, Kogi, 2017) 
The Kogi have very defined and strict gender roles and beliefs. They are often segregated to help with everyday tasks and living, for example the men being men is seen as somewhat problematic to the Kogi women, and this needs balancing out via the men having to mediate on their actions. There famous weaving is done exclusively by the men of the tribe in the huts they call nuhue which are just for men, they believe that life is full of woven threads and condensed meanings, the balance of forces between male and female are equally represented in their names for their weaving apparatus; the warp is a female and the shuttle a male and he loom equals life, hence the cosmological belief that life is full of woven threads. The huts that the weaving is done in is called a nuhue, and only the men are allowed here, they are built aligning so that the sunlight of the equinoxes goes in though the doorway. The way the huts are set out are cosmological as well, as they represent the universe (as they perceive it) with shelves representing the different layers of the universe and the four heaths in each corner of the nuhue represent he four Kogi clans. 
There hierarchy is very strict and almost military, it is headed by ‘mama’ priests (sun in their language) who often dish out very harsh punishments for infractions. To become a mama priest young boys are selected at a young age and are taken to live in a cave away from the village, they spend the first nine years of there life living in this cave in total darkness, they sleep in he day and only eat white foods, in this time they are taught leadership and spirituality but most importantly they are taught to attune to Aluna; the mamas believe that in doing this they are balancing out the harmony of the world and the way they see it, through divination, symbolic offerings and concentration everything balances out, they give offerings and ceremonies for things such as agriculture, blessing seeds for a good harvest and to please the gods, it all intertwines with their deep beliefs. 
Coca which in Kogi means tree is the coca tree, famous for giving us the street drug and local anaesthetic cocaine, it has been used in south America as a way of dealing with high altitudes and to suppress appetite and to help with physical stamina. It is only harvested by women and only consumed by the male mamas, the Kogi use it to suppress appetite, increases stamina and ceremonial use. The Poporo is a small gourd that is given to all Kogi men when they come of age, it is full of lime which is usually gathered by collecting and crushing small sea shells, when the men/mamas chew the coca leaf and add the crushed shells (lime) to the leaves in their mouths which activates the coca, what’s left over is collected with a stick and applied to the Poporo slowly building up the layers over time, the thicker he layer of lime on the Poporo the more of an age they are and more mature. The coca ultimately suppresses sex or ones’ sex drive, which intertwines with their belief that sex is disruptive. 
The Mbuti:
The Mbuti people are a group of (primarily) gatherer hunters, living mainly off things such as forest pig/hog, monkeys and fish, and they also forage for things like fruits, nuts and especially honey (as it is one of the few sugary sweet things in their diet, its highly prized). The Mbuti live deep in the Ituri forest which is in the African country, The Democratic Republic of Congo. They have various neighbouring tribes, mainly a tribe that surrounds the outskirt of their territory called the Bantu. The Bantu were described by Turnball as ‘easy to trick, this is because although they may be abusive to the Mbuti they were terrified of going into the jungle itself, they were afraid because the Mbuti would for example tell them stories of terrible monsters that live in the jungle and the bantu would often believe it, the Mbuti would then (after trading with them) would go back to the bantu camps at night making strange noises causing the bantu to run away, and the Mbuti would simply wander in and take back would they had traded.
Mbuti cosmology is very deep and to an outsider could be quite alien. The forest (ndura) they live in is very important to their cosmology and beliefs and it impacts greatly on their way of life. The forest represents the following things, family, life and reproduction, the womb, and god. They view their whole world in the forest as spherical. When the Mbuti build a new house/hut they build it in a spherical shape, and the word for hut in their language is ‘endu’ which is ‘almost’ the same as there word for the womb ‘ndu’ this shows cosmology in their daily lives.
At the age of three Mbuti children are sent to the bopi, a place for the children were the children are in charge, are adults are banned from going there, and the responsibility of the younger children falls to the older children who teach group purity. They will often play around with each other and have fun as children should do, that ‘childhood purity’. It is up to the children to decide and enforce weather the adults are being too moody, complaining about things or general ‘bitchiness’ this has given rise to the Molimo ritual, which is a crisis ritual. The children will blow a loud horn in and around the village, this is first to awaken and amuse the forest and there surroundings, and it is secondly a warning to the adults that if the previous mentioned continues the children can and will destroy the village, this is a way of the children saying to the adults that they weren’t grateful enough for what they had received from the forest so now they have nothing.
[bookmark: _Hlk518463170]The Mbuti also believe n the meat myth. The Mbuti believe that death was created by hunting ‘it is a crime that pollutes people’ (Attalla, Mbuti powerpoint,2017)
They believe that if all hunting stopped then immortality would be restored, this comes from an old Mbuti myth/story about a Mbuti that once killed an animal by accident and eat it to hide it, since then all immortality has gone.
Conclusion:
In conclusion these two examples (the Kogi and the Mbuti) I think have a very deep cosmology and it is very clear the embedment of it in their daily lives. The Kogi and their belief in there mama priests and how it all intertwines with the chewing of the coca leaf and how they lives so high up on there mountain. The Mbuti and their deep belief of there forest and how it’s their whole world even their whole universe. The cosmologies of these wo tribes I think is far deeper and meaningful than the cosmologies of modern Europeans, so much that we could never fully understand them, we can study them and try our best to see the world like they do its because its so different to our way of life. There are of course lots of different tribes around the world, each as interesting and just as deep cosmological beliefs as the Kogi and the Mbuti, there’s the Yanomamo, the Nuer, and the Baka to name a few, all well worth learning about as they can all provide a deep insight into cosmologies.  
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