Character Journal


	
Day one – 323 BC

	As I was in Kilikia at the time of Alexander’s death[footnoteRef:1], my first task was to advance west to carry out Alexander’s final command to me – that I was to assume control of Macedonia, Thrace, Thessaly, and the freedom of the Greeks.[footnoteRef:2] Upon arriving in Macedon, I secured my relationship with Antipater by marrying his daughter, Phila.[footnoteRef:3] This also ensured I would control Macedonia upon the time of his death. As I was not in command of a navy at the time, an envoy was sent to Nearchos in Babylon where he controlled Alexander’s fleet.[footnoteRef:4] We formed an alliance which stated that Nearchos would not use his fleet to act against the Macedonians and that we could request the help of his fleet when necessary. In return, he was promised half of the taxes from Thrace and partial control of the land if we could take control of it.  I was able to send my force of 10,000 infantry[footnoteRef:5] and 1,500 cavalry into Thrace and take it with minimal losses. I assumed control of Thrace until the time of Antipater’s death in Macedonia, at which point I would travel to Pella to rule there. Being that Polyperchon was originally intended to be my successor in Macedonia[footnoteRef:6], I placed him as my successor in Thrace upon my departure. [1:  Heckel 1992: 126]  [2:  Arr. 7.12.4.]  [3:  Badian 2006]  [4:  Arr. 6.2.5.]  [5:  Heckel 1992: 125]  [6:  Heckel 1992: 126] 


Day two – 322 BC

	Perdikkas was named strategos[footnoteRef:7] of the army under my control in Macedonia. He was also allowed to return home and remain in Orestis with control and autonomy in the area.[footnoteRef:8] On the day of Meleagros’ wedding, we sent Phillip Arrhidaeus as an envoy. This was an attempt to show good will by exposing the biological successor to Alexander’s empire.[footnoteRef:9] We had no intention of declaring him king of the empire, so we hoped we could lure Meleagros into a false sense of security if he thought he had a bargaining chip over us that he did not. It was here that our ally Harpalos was killed and I was able to marry Cleopatra, Alexander’s sister.[footnoteRef:10] [7:  Kazhdan 2005]  [8:  Bosworth 2012]  [9:  Bosworth 2012]  [10:  Bosworth 2012] 

	As the successor of our kingdom of Macedonia and Greece, I worked closely with Antipater to ensure Greece was happy with our control. To do this, we allowed the Greek poleis to maintain their autonomy under our rule if they accepted our command and did not act against Macedonian leadership.[footnoteRef:11]  [11:  Salmon 2005] 

	An envoy was sent to the Bosporan Kingdom where a trade deal was established in which we sent them timber and received grain in return.[footnoteRef:12] Following this, we were informed that Eumenes had taken control of Abydos on the Eastern side of the Hellespont. In return, we sent Eurydice to Sestos with a small force to face Eumenes’ army and to speak with him for terms of peace.[footnoteRef:13] Eumenes then ensured us that he would not block trade as long as we did not cross the Hellespont into Abydos.  [12:  Bredow 2006 ]  [13:  Bosworth 2012] 

	In another move to secure happiness and peace between and within Macedonia and Greece, the capitol and treasury of our empire was moved to Delphi, a place with significant sacred ties to both places.[footnoteRef:14]  [14:  Philip’s 2004] 

	In the meantime, Perdikkas went to Lysimachus behind our backs to negotiate a deal with him in which the Macedonian court including myself, Antipater, Olympias, and Eurydice was all arrested. This plan was thwarted as he did not have the loyalty of any army.

Day three – 321 BC

	Given that the Macedonians had seen Perdikkas for the traitor that he was, he killed himself in disgrace.[footnoteRef:15] Antipater soon died of old age, at which point I gained control of Macedonia and Greece, and Polyperchon gained control of Thrace with Nearchos.  [15:  Whitehead 1993: 501] 

	We received an envoy from Antigonus informing us that Eumenes was going to cross the Hellespont and that Antigonus wanted to ally himself with us against him. We deployed the Macedonian army into Bithynia to meet him in battle. The Macedonians were victorious in battle and upon returning to Pella, I was informed that my wife Cleopatra had given birth to a son which I named Krateros II. Olympias then left Macedonia with him and went into hiding in order to protect him until he came of age and was able to rule after me.
	Nearchos then attempted to betray us and not allow us to leave Bithynia following the battle by blockading our army with his ships. We quickly assassinated[footnoteRef:16] Nearchos and gained the favour of the navy’s generals who agreed to come under Macedonian control.  [16:  Scott 1927: 129] 


Day four – 320 BC

	In order to raise money and to begin a relationship with the Greek poleis in the west, we sold our newly acquired 3,000 ships to Syracuse. I left 350 ships in the Hellespont to deter the trade and crossing of enemy armies. After receiving word that Ptolemy had landed a force of 10,000 men in Athens, the Macedonian army was drawn out of the Hellespont and began to go back home to Pella. Whilst this was happening, an envoy was sent to us to inform us that Antigonus had betrayed us and was beginning to pick a fight with our army. Additionally, Sestos had flipped against us and the Peloponnese opted to show Ptolemy loyalty. 
	Eumenes and Antigonus began to work together with their armies against mine in battle, during which we won but lost 300 men. Antigonus was killed in battle and both Eumenes and Eurydice were mortally wounded. We then gained 615 men from Antigonus’ fleeing army, and an additional 13,800 men from Eumenes’ army when he was not able to pay them and then later died from his wounds. Eurydice also succumbed to her wounds and died following the battle. 
	
Day five – 319 BC

	In order to secure control in my kingdom, I named Argaeus (Harry Constable’s fictionalized character) as interim successor and rule with Krateros II until which time that my son comes of age and is able to rule alone.[footnoteRef:17] [17:  Bosworth 2012] 

	A trade deal was formed with Syracuse in which we sent them timber in exchange for grain.[footnoteRef:18] Following our victories against Antigonus and Eumenes, we began to invade areas in Asia Minor and siege Pergamum where Antigonus was hiding with what was left of his army. It was then that we received word that the Ptolemaic and Seleucid armies were advancing on us and we began to retreat back to Pella. Ptolemy’s fleet did not allow us to flee, and negotiations with Seleucid began to avoid battle.  [18:  Semple 1921: 49] 


Day six – 318 BC

	In order to avoid battle with the Ptolemaic and Seleucid armies, I agreed to marry Ptolemy’s daughter and went to Egypt to remain safe[footnoteRef:19]. Ptolemy allowed me to remain regent of Macedon. While Argaeus was in Macedonia, my army was happy to show their loyalties to him until my return. [19:  Isayev 2017: 75-98] 


Day seven – 317 BC

	Ptolemy allowed me to go back to Macedonia with two of his generals. Upon my return, the Macedonian army and people showed me the same loyalty that they previously had before the discord. 

Day eight – 316 BC

	Thrace decided to revolt[footnoteRef:20] against me as their ruler so I sent a mass of 6,000 troops in to settle any unhappiness. My army failed to end the revolt and as a result I lost 25% of my troops.  [20:  Wallinga 1984: 401-437] 

	After demonstrating his growing power and influence in the east, Macedon sent a donkey eating figs and drinking wine to Leonnatus as an offering of good will. Upon seeing the donkey, Leonnatus proceeded to laugh himself to death.[footnoteRef:21] [21:  D. L. 7.7.185.] 

	I made another attempt to settle the unrest in Thrace and was successful, that time with them happily coming back under my control.

	Day nine – 315 BC

	In order to diminish his control, I began to think of an assassination attempt against Ptolemy. My plan was to send in an assassin to poison his wine and food with Veratrum album,[footnoteRef:22] however my plan was thwarted by his food testers. Suspecting that Ptolemy would discover that I was the one who attempted to assassinate him, I sent an envoy to Syracuse to ask for asylum. After successful communications, I left Macedon to live in Syracuse.  [22:  Schep, Slaughter, Vale, Wheatly 2014: 72] 

	Following their purchase of my 3,000 ships in 320 BC, Syracuse went on claim control of the entire island of Sicily. After marrying the daughter[footnoteRef:23] of the current tyrant of Syracuse, Agathocles,[footnoteRef:24] I was fully accepted into the court. Agathocles then named me strategos of the Sicilian forces.  [23:  Hershey 1911: 906-907]  [24:  Meister 2006] 


Day ten – 314 BC

[bookmark: _GoBack]	Following my new position within the court of Syracuse, I took half of the Sicilian army and navy to Italy to invade and to convince the Greek poleis[footnoteRef:25] on the land to support Syracuse. The ball of the foot in Italy quickly opted to come under the rule of Syracuse. Upon coming to Heraclea a few months into the campaign, they refused to concede control of the city. My army and I began to siege Heraclea, which ended up taking much longer than anticipated. In response to their refusal to recognise Syracuse as their ruler, my army proceeded to destroy the city and enslave its people.[footnoteRef:26] Following this siege, my army advanced into Italy and was able to conquer the remaining portions. At the end of the year, I declared myself the king of Italy and left Agathocles to rule in Syracuse.  [25:  Shepherd 2010]  [26:  Arr. 2.24.133-134] 
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