Essay plan


The Black Death
What impact the bubonic plague had on medieval Europe,
 and the legacy it carried forward


Introduction
· Small paragraph of information about the pandemic -

· What is the bubonic plague? Add a short description explaining the Black Death
· Include the fact that, to date, it has the highest rate of mortality of any plague/pandemic in human history 
· How many people died? Include rate of mortality


Main Body of essay

·  How did it originate?
· Where did it originate?
· What were the symptoms?
· Was it curable?
· How did it spread to Europe?
· How was it transmitted? 
· Airborne?
· Transfer of bodily fluids?
·  Faecal-oral spread?
·  Sexual/general human contact?
· How were people affected by the plague? 
· The impact it had on general life
· Decimation of families
· Loss of work
· Who was mostly affected?
·  Was it indiscriminate? 
· Were the poor affected more than the rich?
· What age group did it infect most? Young/elderly?
· What accelerated the disease?
· Substandard living conditions?
· Poor hygiene?
· How were people made aware at the time, and did this contribute to the catastrophic loss of life?
· No newspapers 
· Word of mouth
· Limited communication
· Plague doctors 
· Describe the infamous medical clothing worn, primarily the masks
· What their role was
· Plague pits
 – People being buried in mass graves in order to try and avoid any further spread of the disease
· How did it change the way in which people were treated? 
· Go into detail about rich/poor hierarchy
· Did it result in an improvement of human rights?
· How it enabled people to request better working conditions and pay increases
· Did it change the way in which general hygiene was practised?
· Did it have any effect on Country relations?
· Were any countries penalised as a result?
· What affect did it have on trading?
· Shipments: was there a lack of food, materials etc as a result of the pandemic?
· Did this result in a lack of access to necessities?
· If so, did it encourage a drive to home grow more produce?
· Did it encourage industrialisation? (tool making, clothes etc – instead of relying on shipments from other countries)
· Was there anything put in place to ensure that future pandemics were not as catastrophic?
· Was there a shift in technological advances in relation to the plague?
· How, and when, did it end? 
· Look up information on whether or not treatment was successful and what contributed to the decline of the disease
· Was it through medical treatment? 
· What was the breakthrough? (Scientific research, experiments etc) 
OR
· Did it just gradually disappear on its own?
· The bubonic plague in modern media
· Books
· Films
· Education

Conclusion
The aftermath

· What was the world like after the pandemic?
· How did people come to terms with the fact?
· What lessons were learnt?
· Despite the devastation caused, were there any benefits to the plague? (E.g. – scientific and medicinal developments, a shift in the hierarchy, better living and working conditions)
· Does it still have an impact in today’s world?
· Does it still exist today?
· Do we still follow any practises in an attempt to avoid the reoccurrence of a pandemic so prevalent?
· Link in Corona Virus and the similarities/differences





Pointers
· Use various websites and sources to gather information
· Check to see if there are any primary sources relating to the subject e.g. – written transcripts/manuscripts, books, medical equipment, grave sites (archaeological digs)
· Ensure to add footnotes, references and sources
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