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[bookmark: _Toc147160375]INTRODUCTION 
Research skills are the capability to search for, extract, locate, evaluate, organise and present or use information which is related to the specific topic. Referencing helps to recognize the resources of information used in work. It is used to make clear understanding to reader about used sources in work. The report will describe the importance of referencing and research skills for the students. It will explain the suggested skills and recommendations that students require to develop for enhanced and effective research skills. 
[bookmark: _Toc147160376]Importance of research and reference skills 
Research skills 
Research skills depict the ability of a person to search, extract, find and evaluate the relevant information that is relevant to the specific topic (Prifysgol Cymru, 2023). This skill is very important for the development of students as it helps to find the information and helps to use it effectively. Research skills include forming a strategy that helps the person to accurately gather all the relevant information and answer every question effectively with relevant knowledge about it. Research skills are very crucial for the students as through this skill they can gather relevant information that is important for their selected topics. There are significant benefits of research skills and their prevalence in the students can help them in their personal development. Some of the benefits of research skills are listed below-
Helps to expand the knowledge base- Research skills help to explore new opportunities that help in learning and growth of students (Aničić, and Bušelić., 2020). It certainly helps to expand the knowledge base by evaluating certain topics that provides information and knowledge. Research helps to know more about topics and widens the knowledge base. 
Build credibility- It is very significant that people listen to those individuals who are knowledgeable and possess adequate information. Research helps the student to gain certain knowledge about different things and through which one can significantly give their opinions and ideas (Van Slyke and. et. al, 2019). When the students develop research skills they can efficiently search on topic and it will be difficult for someone to find loopholes in it. 
Assists in problem solving- Research skills helps to solve the problems and find out the solutions by performing an efficient research. These are skills are of utmost importance on personal and professional level. When there is a doubt or a problem related to any certain topic one can easily research for it and can find efficient solutions. 
Research skills are of utmost importance and play a vital role in the success of any project or task (Rovida and Zafferri., 2022). By understanding and developing the research skills, the students can develop the expertise that will helps them to excel in every field and unlock new opportunities for career development and growth. Research skills help the students to develop techniques, analyse the gathered data and represent it accordingly. 
Reference skills 
Referencing skills refers to the way by which a person has acknowledged the information source in their work. Through referencing, the readers get well aware of the source from where the data has been extracted and sourced from (Prifysgol Cymru, 2023). Referencing skills are of utmost importance for the students as through referencing they can precisely mention the site and authors from where they have taken their data. These references and in-text citations are of great considerations during projects and assignments. Any of the university assignments that are related to the concept and ideas of other authors must have references and citations attached with it. Referencing skills are beneficial to the students in certain number of ways- 
Opens a new door of knowledge - While, searching for a specific topic an individual is bound to explore books, magazines, articles and journals. By referencing the articles with citations and references it easy for the readers to gain more knowledge with the help of citations and references. Through this, the readers will easily find the relevant topics in different books. 
Enhances authenticity - References and citations makes the work look more presentable and authentic. When the readers find some renowned authors name they develop more interest in reading the articles (Nair and Fahimirad., 2019). Similarly, when students puts references and add citations their work or assignment looks more creative and authentic. The in text - citations also help to make the work look more genuine. 
Gives direction to paraphrasing – Paraphrasing refers to a technique that when a person puts a short paragraph sourced from a website, book or article in their own words (Alsaleh., 2020).  Although the words are of your own but the ideas and opinions are taken from somewhere else. Therefore, it is important to acknowledge the in-text citation and reference where from the idea is taken (Ye., Hudders, De Jans and De Veirman., 2021). Citations gives an idea from where the idea is taken and the reader can use it for better understanding of the topic.   
Helps to avoid plagiarism- Referencing is of great use in order to avoid plagiarism. When the references and citations are inserted in content it makes the work looks genuine and trustworthy. In order to highlight the work, strong evidences are required and these references act as that evidence and gives clarity to the learners. Therefore, it is important for students to develop and practice references skills in order to make their work look genuine and realistic.  
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It is recommended that it is very pivotal for students to develop research and reference skills. As by developing these skills the students can bring reliability in their work and gain explore new opportunities (Sari and. et. al., 2022). Through the development of research skills the students will develop knowledge about different concept that will broaden their mind and will pervasively help them to grasp new things and endure their learning’s in an efficient manner. It is also recommended that research skills help the students to gain new concepts and open their mind for new opinions and ideas. When the students have significant knowledge they can put it in their assignments and projects that will helps them to excel in their field. On the other hand, references skills help to bring authenticity in the work. Through referencing one can easily cite from the where the article is taken and furthermore can gain adequate information about it. Referencing skills are also important for the students as through referencing they can indicate their work precisely and by the in-text citation the work looks more realistic. Through references, the students can easily search for the relevant topics in different books and articles.  It is also suggested that in order to develop research skills various other skills are also required to develop. Communication skill is the basic skill that is required for the development of any other skills. As through communication only one can express their knowledge and ideas with others. Management of time is very important as it is very important to manage the time while performing any activity (Wanna and Paulos., 2021). Similarly, while performing research time is essential as every aspect of research is require to perform in a certain manner of time. Last but not the least, problem solving is also essential for the development of research skills various information is accumulated which sometimes can cause confusions through problem solving efficient solutions can be drawn out easily. 
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The report has explained about the research skills and referencing. Further, this report has also described the importance of referencing and research skills for the students. Moreover, this report has discussed the recommendations and suggested skills that students need to improve for efficient and increase research skills. It discussed that students require developing engagement with literature skills, understanding skills, practical skills, intellectual skills, professional practice to increase their research skills.  
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