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Assignment 2 
2.	Evaluate the disruption options available to target criminal activity on the road network. (2000 words)
During this essay the writer will explain the origins of roads policing and how the police have adapted to remain current with ongoing criminal activity that utilises the road networks. The writer will analyse some of the challenges presented to roads policing when trying to deal with criminal activity. The writer will also discuss the powers that the police force can use and what options they have available in order to target criminal activity.  The author will discuss how technology has impacted the methodology used to combat crime and give the police an advantage.
Back in the early 1800’s prior to the formation of the Metropolitan Police a group formed known as The Bow Street Runners (Brain, 2020), who`s role was to deter and capture highwaymen. Almost a century later the motorcar became president and police forces had to adapt to regulate its use on the roads. By 1960 police changed from only conducting foot patrol to having a mobile patrol capability (Carter, 2022).
“The NPCC has set out its road policing strategy designed to: prevent harm and save lives, tackle crime on our roads, explore the challenges and benefits of new technology, and influence public behaviour to ensure road safety”.																		(Police UK, 2022b) 
Criminal’s use of roads can range from minor traffic offences to international organised crime with the use of the motor vehicle transforming criminal’s tactics (COP, 2013). Smuggling drugs and humans from county to county, vehicles are used as a tool to aid criminal activity (Wood, 2022).  A recent study by the Home Office implies that there is a strong correlation between vehicle crime and other serious crime (Morgan et al., 2016). Evidence suggests in Staffordshire Constabulary that further investment in their roads policing would deter and disrupt further criminality from taking place (Staffordshire Police, 2020). Allowing Organised Crime Groups (OCG) uncontested use of the roads has a significant impact on rates of crime. While Serious and organised crime affects more UK citizens than any other national security threat (National Crime Agency, 2018). A study by the Australian institute of criminology found a link between volume crime such as vehicle thefts and serious organised crime like drug trafficking and human trafficking (Brown and Smith, 2018). Such correlations enforce the significance of the continued investment into roads policing. 
Many police forces have rolled out the use of Automatic Number Plate Recognition (ANPR) in order to deter criminals from using the road network. ANPR is a form of technology which uses optical character recognition to read vehicle registration plates to generate vehicle location data (Lyons, 2014). This information is then cross referenced for a range of traffic and law enforcement purposes (RAC, 2020). ANPR is used to detect, deter and disrupt criminality at a local, regional and national level. Due to the ANPR network it by nature tackles travelling criminals, organised crime groups and terrorists. ANPR data provides lines of enquiry and evidence when investigating crime (Home Office, 2022). As a vehicle passes an ANPR camera, its registration number is read and instantly checked against police database of vehicles of interest. Police officers can then be tasked to intercept and stop a vehicle, check the vehicle for evidence, and if necessary, make arrests.  ANPR also records all vehicles passing and their vehicle information is stored. This allows officers attention to be drawn to offending vehicles subsequently allowing law abiding drivers to continue with their business unhindered (NPCC, 2019). 
With there being now over 13,000 ANPR cameras nationally (NPCC, 2019), ANPR can be an effective tool for response officers when dealing with minor crime such as vehicle thefts, or an offender who has fled the scene in a vehicle as their location of travel can be identified by the ANPR system to assist officers pursue a criminal (Start Rescue, 2020).
Police Forces have introduced a trial for the use of an ANPR intercept team (Home Office, ACPO and PA, 2005). Here police officers are informed by the ANPR system that a suspect vehicle has passed a location and has been identified to be involved in the omission of crime.  The ANPR team are then tasked to intercept the vehicle and carry out any further enquiries. The trial showed that the majority of ANPR officers time spent in the field is 79%, significantly higher than the ‘typical’ police officer at 57% of their time away from the police station. The results from the trial indicated that each police constable part of the ANPR team would expect to make 100 arrests a year, 10 times the national average for a Police Constable. Each ANPR team annually would recover 11 stolen vehicles, with a total value of approximately £68,000, recover stolen goods on three occasions of pursuing a suspect vehicle, with a total value of approximately £23,000, seize drugs on seven occasions, with a total street value of approximately £3,300, seize two offensive weapons/firearms, recover property on five occasions (Home Office, ACPO and PA, 2020). These figures display how effective ANPR can be when used correctly.   
ANPR can also be used as a deterrent. Those who are serial traffic offenders may deter from breaking the law due to the roads being analysed far more than they were. Placing ANPR cameras on main arterial roads in anticipation of a high number of vehicles passing through (NPCC, 2022). 
ANPR may seem to be an effective resource but criminals have begun to find methods to avoid being recognised by the ANPR system. Criminals may choose to clone the plates from a vehicle with a ‘clean history’ or the same make or model (Auto Trader, 2022). Criminals in possession of cloned plates are well equipped to dodge ANPR cameras whilst deceiving police officers into pursuing the wrong suspect (RAC, 2021). The increase of ANPR may seem an effective resource but police officers pursuing the wrong suspect, can lead to police resources being used ineffectively (Thompson, 2022). Therefore it could be questioned if the system is worth the funding and effort invested if it is leading to such result. As we increase ANPR cameras criminals increase their use of cloned plates causing a cat and mouse effect (Nimisha, 2022). Despite being able to prosecute several people from the ANPR system, resources are often spent on dealing with the innocent vehicles that have been cloned. 
By increasing the use of ANPR and needing to increasing the ANPR intercept teams, police forces would be required to increase staff. More people would be needed to monitor the ANPR cameras and alert pursuing officers of the target when a vehicle of interest is identified. From evaluating the advantage and disadvantage to ANPR camera’s, the police must decide if the benefits of using ANPR outweigh its disadvantages, therefore do the rates of prosecution outweigh the false leads. They must also decide if the removal or continuation of the policing asset is within the public interest.
Drink and drug driving has contributed to crimes on the roads since the 1870s (Insurance Factory, 2020), however since 1965 when the drink drive limit was announced to 2015, the statistics show that deaths caused by drink driving have dramatically reduced by over 80% (Quittance Legal Services, 2020). However the Welsh Government report stated that 3,882 people were convicted of drink and drug driving offences in 2018. Furthermore the report showed the number of guilty verdicts in Wales driving under the influence of a controlled drug rose by 95%  (Welsh Government, 2019). Although there was a rise in police testing for controlled drugs, the figures show that there are a number of people committing traffic offences to this nature annually.  
Over the last several years police forces have worked tirelessly to create drink driving into a ‘social taboo’ (Department for Transport, 2021a). By utilising their roads policing units and increasing the penalty for driving under the influence of drink or drugs. After the 28th of June 2022 anyone convicted of causing death whilst driving under the influence of alcohol or controlled drugs, could face the maximum penalty of life imprisonment (Police UK, 2022a). By increasing the severity of the punishment of crime in conjunction this could deter others from ‘chancing’ it (Helm and Doward, 2012). According to research by RED driving school 79% of young people, they asked did not know the legal drink drive limit (RED Driver Training, 2022).The government introduced the campaign ‘THINK’ to increase awareness of the legal limit, personal consequences of a drink drive conviction, to reinforce the fines, driving bans and criminal records to build a social stigma (Workers of England Union, 2014).
Police forces across the country introduce periods of time where their roads teams target irresponsible drivers and dangerous drivers in a bid to reduce fatalities and collisions on the roads. Here the forces focus on spontaneous calls, premises, locations where intelligence suggests drivers are offending (Norfolk Constabulary, 2022). Police constables then have the power to stop vehicles under Section 163 of The Road Traffic Act 1988. Once the vehicle is stopped if a constable reasonably believes that the person driving is under the influence of alcohol then a constable may require that person to take a preliminary breath test. A preliminary breath test cannot be used as admissible evidence as constables are required to take the person back to the police station where they will be tested by evidential means. This would include a station breath test, blood, or urine samples (Department for Transport, 2021). Here a delay can influence the result found in blood or urine, as time goes on the person may have time to sober up. Therefore, the government are beginning to implement the roadside evidential test, which would reduce the time spent waiting for results or travelling to the police station, resulting in less offenders getting away with drink driving.  
Although deaths caused by drink driving have reduced, people are still continuing to offend, and deaths caused by dangerous driving under the influence of alcohol have plateaued. Statistics show that from 2010 a reduction in almost half of fatalities, but the figures now show a plateau approximately 210 fatalities up to 2019 (Department for Transport, 2021b). So even with the continued investment in the governmental campaigns people continue to drink and drive, which questions if the government are doing enough? (UKROEd, 2021).
As people do not consider the consequences of their actions, a question arises if the warnings, long sentencing, or penalties even prevent people from continuing to offend. Therefore, what is the incentive for drivers not to drink drive? Back in 2012 the Government worked alongside Coca-Cola where they offered the designated driver in participating pubs buy one get one free on soft drinks (Hammond and Department for Transport, 2012).To encouragement people through-out the Christmas period to abstain from drinking whilst being the designated driver.  
Are the rules of the prescribed limit of alcohol in England and Wales rigorous enough? In England and Wales 35 micrograms per 100millilitres of breath where s in Scotland the figure is 22 micrograms of 100 millilitres of breath. Statistic shows that drink driving rates fell by 12.5% in Scotland when this rule was put in place compared to England decreasing at 7.3% and Wales’s increase of 6%. Experts have said that the decrease in the prescribed limit at Scotland may deter people from taking a chance and having one drink (Millar, 2022). If England and Wales took this approach, would people be less willing to take a chance and commit the offence of drink driving thus potentially reducing criminal activity on the roads. Could reducing the prescribed limit reduce the need to invest in the continued campaigns such as ‘THINK’ costing the Government 20 million from 2007 to 2017 (Finnerty, 2017).
In conclusion, the writer has explained the origin and historical need to police road networks, this has then led the author onto explaining two prominent and current disruption options the police use, when targeting criminal activity in today’s modern environment. Firstly, the writer discussed ANPR, explaining how the system works and then highlighting its key benefits as well as any of the vulnerabilities it inherently carries as criminals adapt their tactics. The writer has then elucidated the effects of drink and drug misuse on the roads. The writer has then explored several methods in place that aim to disrupt and prevent the criminal activity happening. Once again illustrating how some of the methods used have been effective and yet others may have not. Overall, the essay has captured several methods and evaluated them drawing upon statistics to prove its effectiveness when targeting criminal activity on the roads.
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Assess the role of community policing in fostering and maintaining community cohesion.
(2000)
This essay will assess the role of community policing and the participation in fostering and maintaining cohesion. It will begin by defining what a community is and what a cohesive community looks like. In addition, the author will discuss what happens when community cohesion has deteriorated and the consequence that it has for the wider community. The writer will demonstrate why community cohesion is important and the varying methods police use in order to support community cohesion. The author will finally evaluate how effective the police techniques are at maintaining community cohesion. 
Community cohesion is defined by the UK Government as;

“Community cohesion lies at the heart of what makes a safe and strong community. It must be delivered locally through strong community networks, based on principles of trust and respect for local diversity, and nurturing a sense of belonging and confidence in local people. Effectively delivering community cohesion also tackles the fractures in society which may lead to conflict and ensures that the gains which changing communities bring are a source of strength to local areas”
							
							 (Local Government Association, 2004).

Community cohesion was established by the UK Government following a number of riots back in the summer of 2001. Riots in Oldham, Burnley, and Bradford took place due to a direct result of racial tension between the areas local Asian and white communities (BBC, 2021). Subsequently the ‘Cantle Report’ was produced, this report made up to 70 recommendations and created the concept ‘parallel lives’.  ‘Parallel lives’ described the way separate communities had little in common and no contact amongst each other (Cantel and Home Office, 2005). The recommendations included measures to bring communities together, tackle fear and prejudice and promote unity, focusing on community inter-relationships, whilst maintaining a concern for inequalities. 

So why is community cohesion so important? By creating a sense of belonging to a community, it allows for people live peacefully in their local area (Unicef, 2022).  Belonging can allow people to feel less threatened and therefore safer and more secure within their neighbourhood (Petit ELJ, 2020).  This allows people to feel positive towards their area and local people which then gives a greater feeling of happiness and wellbeing (Muers, 2011). Cohesive community can help tackle extremist views, this is usually achieved by increasing contact, relationships and  by generating a greater understanding of one another’s differences (Idris, 2019).  Communities who proactively look to educate themselves and others that surround the community are less likely to foster antisocial behaviours and radicalised views. Where vulnerable members of the community can be given support this can only increase the resilience of communities to violent extremism (HMG, 2009).

Community policing is important to maintaining community cohesion, by engaging with the community it allows the public to understand the reason for police action and also allows for the public to hold the police accountable for any actions taken  (Higgins, 2020). Community policing not only helps prevent crime and anti-social behaviour but it can generate a sources of intelligence, help reassure the public are safe and generate good relationships within the community to gain a greater understanding of their needs and what the police could be doing to provide a better service to the public (College of Policing, 2019). 

In 2002 under Section 38(2) of the Police Reform Act 2002 the role of a Police Community Support Officer (PCSO) was established. Here PCSO’s began working within dedicated neighbourhood policing teams (Strickland and Beard, 2012). Neighbourhood policing coincides along with the ‘broken window theory’. This theory states that visible signs of crime and antisocial behaviour create an environment that encourages further crime and disorder, including serious and violent crime (Kelling and Wilson, 2022).

A Neighbourhood policing team (NPT) is a group of officers who work in one geographical area usually referred to as ‘a patch’. The purpose of the team is to create safer neighbourhoods by asking people what their concerns are and trying to resolve them (College of Policing, 2022a). The NPT is tasked to increase the confidence of their communities in order to build a trust between the community and the local police. Building trust helps people feel they can come forward with information so that police can detect and enforce crimes (BBC, 2019a). Another focus of NPT are to deliver neighbourhood safety and respond to community concerns, members of the team should be familiar with faces known by the communities, abstraction of police officers to other duties should be kept to a minimum, and there should be a widespread continuous consultation with communities in determining NPT response (College of Policing, 2019). 

The NPT role coincides with `Problem Orientated Policing` (POP). POP is a policing strategy designed by Herman Goldstein, it involves identification and analysis of crime and disorder, to develop effective response strategies. It requires police officers to target underlying problems that can lead to crime. So instead of police officers reacting to crime they are implementing strategies to prevent people from committing crime in the first place (Goldstein et al., 1990). Here officers and PCSO’s can work alongside partnership agencies to problem solve any ongoing matters within the community, such as anti-social behaviour. An example of this would be a large car park without any barrier centred next to a housing estate. Young people use the car park at unsocial hours of the night revving their engines and causing a disturbance for the residents living across the road. Police officers may get called in the early hours and disperse the youths from the area and potentially issue them a section 35 Dispersal Order, temporarily solving the issue. By utilising POP officers can liaise with the local council and have a barrier placed on the entry and exit of the car park which is locked overnight, which would prevent the youths from entering the car park. 

Section 34 of the Police Reform and Social Responsibility Act 2011 requires forces to obtain the views of the public about crime and disorder within their neighbourhood, and provide information at how policing in that neighbourhood aims to tackle crime and disorder (Office, 2011). It also requires officers to hold regular meetings within the community referred to as ‘Beat Meetings’. These involve the public and police officers responsible for that particular area (College of Policing, 2013). Furthermore due to low levels of attendance within some communities, NPT officers are tasked to take a proactive approach, such as carry out online discussions on social media, conduct briefings on streets with members of the public, and go to peoples place of residence in order to reach out to members of the community (Foreign and Commonwealth Office, 2012).

The introduction of the Police Community Support Officer (PCSO) became a key milestone for NPTs. PCSO’s became a key liaison between local communities and policing, providing a uniformed presence within the community to offer reassurance, defuse situations with threats of conflict, improve confidence and trust, gather information and foster community relations (Cheshire Live, 2008). Having uniformed officers providing advice, speaking to teenagers, and encouraging neighbourhood watch groups, can be an effective tool to encourage the community to help prevent crime(College of Policing, 2022b). 

Neighbourhood watch groups can be an effective way to promote a culture within a community that does not tolerate harmful behaviour (Neighbourhood Watch Network, 2020). 
Neighbourhood watch may reduce crime in many ways such as deterring offenders through increasing awareness of residents, proactively looking for and report suspicious activity, reducing perceived opportunity through increased signs of occupancy in vacant homes, enhancing community cohesion and increasing the effectiveness of informal social control and facilitating detection through an increased flow of intelligence between the public and police (College of Policing, 2015). Evidence suggests that neighbourhood can reduce an average of 26 crimes out of every 100 crimes committed (College of Policing, 2015).  By introducing neighbourhood watch these teams can reassure local people living in the area, therefore promoting a cohesive community, by looking out for one another (Homewatch Group, 2021). 

One of the Key accountabilities for PCSO’s is to maintain a highly visible community presence in accordance with local area needs, to address issues of public concern, act as a deterrent to local crime and improve community confidence (College of Policing, 2022b). A study was conducted by Philadelphia Police called the Philadelphia Foot Patrol Experiment, Officers patrolled in pairs in their patrol area and engaged in community-orientated work, speaking to community members and visiting youth centres. The study found that after three months of participation, violent crime in the areas fell by 23% (Ratcliffe and Temple University Research, 2015). A clear deduction can be made that by having a clear public presence effects rates of crime. 

The role of a PCSO is limited, as they do not have the power of arrest and are unable to investigate crime (Home Office, 2012). Many police forces have now decided to turn away from the PCSO role and focus on re-recruiting police officers (BBC, 2018). South Yorkshire Constabulary following a public consultation, found people wanted neighbourhood teams to deal with burglaries, criminal damage and anti-social behaviour (BBC, 2019b). The constabulary stated that these crimes are beyond the powers of PCSOs (BBC, 2019b). This shows the Constabulary have listened to the community and are delivering the service that the public requested. By engaging, listening and delivering a solution the police force is increasing the public’s trust and confidence in the force and therefore, positively uplifting the public’s perception of the police.  If the police continue to work around what the communities request, then the public are more likely to engage with police officers in the future. However, there is still ongoing anti-social behaviour where the public do not feel they are listened to and subsequently branding the police at not doing enough (Hymas, 2022). An example of this is a report on Lancashire Police, where a group of teenagers are going through their local town and filming each other assaulting other members of the public. This footage is then being shared on social media to cause more embarrassment to the victim. Mothers of the victims, state that the police are not doing enough and do not believe police resources are used correctly (Thomas, 2022). This is an example of neighbourhood policing not meeting the demands of the public. Despite the issue requiring formal investigations into the crimes committed, you could argue that the root cause of this crime comes from the lack of police presence within the community. It makes the public question if the police are addressing and fostering the youth’s anti-social behaviour within the community. It is common cases like this that would bring the purpose of PCSOs and there use into question, it also shows that the police alone do not engage with the community enough to prevent such crimes from taking place. 

Furthermore, ongoing neighbour disputes could be thought of as the bread and butter of neighbourhood policing , resolving any disagreements before it evolves into criminal acts (Police, 2022). There have been instances where NPTs have not managed to resolve such continuous disputes. An example of this was a chronic  dispute where one neighbour took matters into her own hands, subsequently murdering her neighbour after sending a `What’s app` message to a police officer saying “Will it ever stop?” (BBC, 2020). Clearly this is evidence that this neighbour must have felt isolated and unsupported so therefore acted out of desperation and took matters into her own hands. Unfortunately, this example highlights a failing of the police, as this could have been resolved by a formal police community engagement team and a concise liaison with the housing associations, instead someone was murdered. 

In conclusion the author has defined what community cohesion is and explored the roles in which the police take to maintain the unity within local areas. The writer has outlined why it is so important to invest into the community and specifically why police engagement is necessary when dealing with crime. The essay discussed the different approaches used such as PCSO, Neighbourhood policing and community engagement, all of which was supported with examples and statistics. These roles where then assessed showing the advantages and disadvantages in order to explore their effects on the cohesion within the community. Further evidence was provided by the author to suggesting that enough is not done by the police to maintain community cohesion, with examples around the United Kingdom where neighbourhood policing has failed members of the community. This evidence also suggested the requirement that more engagement between the community and police is needed to influence the community.
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