Week 4
The Changeling

The first passage in The Changeling with its overlapping conversations, asides and pace could seem like the beginning of a comedy, except for some possible seeds of tragedy planted throughout. From the first, even the servants’ speech and asides suggest putting to sea may be inauspicious; though the “smoke [that] will bring forth fire” may refer to Alsemero and Beatrice, the aside “we are safer on land” may hint at a future calamity at sea?
The overlapping conversations not only serve to introduce characters, but also the status quo and the developing unrest that looks set to reveal itself during the play. The main protagonists appear to be Beatrice and Alsemero who are in love (visibly to some of the other characters: Jasperino who notes the change in his friend Alsemero, and Deflores who can be assumed to miss nothing about Beatrice since he “cannot chose but love her”). However, the conversation with Beatrice’s father Vermandero, reveals to us that Beatrice is already betrothed to a suitor of her father’s choice, Piracquo, who her father esteems, “the gentleman’s complete”.  Unfortunately, Beatrice’s asides, and her speech to defer the wedding by implying such unseemly haste offends her sensibilities, make it clear she does not want to marry Piracquo.
Once Vermandero realises Alsemero is the son of an old friend, he also esteems Alsemero, but this is of little comfort to Beatrice.  Beatrice, already lamenting that Alsemero “should come so near his time, and miss it”, seems confirmed in her belief that had he arrived just a few days earlier he may have been her betrothed. Now Alsemero is not only too late to be considered for Beatrice, but is in a position of trust with her father, so any interference with the marriage now will seem like an even greater betrayal. 
The depth of Alsemero’s love for Beatrice is reinforced by his conversation with Vermandero and its asides: he changes from not wishing to leave at the beginning of the scene to “Sir, your pardon, my affairs call me on” once he realises he cannot bear to see Beatrice wed another. However, he is trapped by his love of Beatrice and his manners towards her father. It perhaps should also be noted that Beatrice seems to be named Johanna, calling her instead Beatrice draws attention to this name, the other Beatrice that comes to mind is the great love of Dante, who in the Inferno he had no relationship with until after her death, which doesn’t bode well for Alsemero or Beatrice.
Jasperino, noting his friend’s desire for Beatrice, considers the political value of marriage between the two, and fixes on Diaphanta as a possible option for himself, “Yonder’s another vessel: I’ll board her”. The possible failure of such ventures may create discord between the respective countries.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The character who seems to note the potential for discord most keenly, however, appears to be Deflores. Insight heightened by the awareness of his position; as the family servant he has access to Beatrice, who he desires but who despises him. As lowly servant Deflores closes the scene, but with all the power his knowledge, cunning, thwarted desire and the ignominy of his position confers; at a guess there is the destructive power of an Iago here.



