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I’ve chosen a time period ancient Rome 753 BC to 27 BC and 64 AD to 1453 AD. I’ve chosen this period as there are many artefacts that contain social, political and historical context that divides communities creating a social space. 
During the period Rome was discovered by one of the seven kings of Rome Romulus controlling over two million square miles making him very powerful. The social structure was based on mostly property, wealth and freedom, Men and women were treated differently as women had little independence and were defined by then status of their fathers or husbands. The social classes were divided by two classes, for the low they were called “plebians” and “patricians”. The plebians are from the lower class and were artisans or peasants who worked in patrician’s lands, they lived in apartments and had no political rights. The patricians are from high class families who were descendants of the most ancient and powerful families, they own land and lived in large houses, with the wealth they had power within the senate making them have authority over others. To define ones’ social status members of class must be dressed differently by the use of colour, member of society will dress up as cream as it resembles dirt and the higher class will wear jewellery to differentiate them to the lower class, only the emperor during that time will were purple as it was thought of a dominant colour back then.
Rome had expert craftsmen who made many artefacts of different types made by all sorts of materials such as gold, silver, iron, bronze, stone, glass pottery and bone. With the use of these materials they tend to last a very long time. Materials was a very big thing in ancient Rome as it allowed society to create, diverse and solve situation socially and politically. Various materials were founded in ancient Rome which built an economy of wealthy people which socially diverse them from the poor, this caused classes that differentiate people from others such as the low, middle and high class. This is shown by using materialistic things like currency, jewellery and art etc. which helped create occupations but also created classes that not only effected their economy but also effected society as well.

By using the materials, they made artefacts that devised social classes from the poor to the rich such as “roman coins”, During the time in ancient Rome coins usually showed the emperor’s head on one side and an image on the other. There are various coins that were made in 600 BC that had different values such as the copper coin, this had the lowest value as copper was common in ancient Rome only being available to the lower class. For the middle class the coin they were given was brass which was a form of zinc and copper this had more value of currency and carrying a few of copper coins can be reduced to one brass coin. The second most valued coin would be the silver coin as it is constructed by raw silver and one’s worth would be £10; this currency was commonly used by the higher class which would lead to having more luxurious things bought. And finally, the most valued coin is the gold coin which was used only by the emperor and his heirs, this coin was allowed to be used by the higher ups that ruled ancient Rome such as the politicians and gave the emperor the power to enslave people and rule lands. 
These “Roman coins” created a social gap easily dividing classes from the poor to the rich which made a social injustice within society making the less wealthy have no power. With the roman coins, there was a difference in value making currency for all to use but the only draw back was whatever occupation you had back then from being a slave or being a soldier is that the payment of roman coins was different for example the slave will receive the copper coin because they of low society and the soldier will receive the silver coin from the emperor because of their high status. In a political stand point, politicians had the most power over the middle and lower classes due to the wealth they were offered by the emperor. This gave them power to command and authorise others such as slaves and soldiers, doing this created a social gap between the classes causing diversity between others.

Using the same materials, they also created jewellery where women would wear to showcase their beauty and status, they are usually made of gold, silver, pearls and coloured stones. Wearing jewellery back then showcased your wealth and importance to your spouse, because in ancient Rome marriages for a Roman citizen can only marry to one lady but the elites can marry multiple, this led Roman citizens to show affection by purchasing jewellery but the elite must do a lot more because buying jewellery could leave to favouritism. Jewellery was very fashionable back in ancient Rome and they were a sign of love from a roman citizen as they are mostly from a middle-class background, but of a higher status you are allowed to marry multiples of women due to the power of wealth. Due to the power women had no choice but to marry their spouse due to their sex as women back then were treated differently due to their weak appeal and lack of sense in the battlefield. As being married both low and high status were treated differently as the low/middle class, the women who are married had their choice of marriage giving equal power of choice, they were also treated fairly and respected each other of their profession and to show their affection jewellery was bought for the women as it was a custom for the man to buy gifts to please his spouse. The jewellery tends to be cheap due to the status of a middle-class man so the jewellery ends up being made from stones and pearls from a cheap merchant. On the other hand, the high status the women are forced to be married and weren’t treated equal as being one of the many wives of a high-class man favouritism takes place as you’re either treated to luxury or there to be used for sexual favours. The jewellery for a high-class man tends to be gold with pearls giving social status to the lady or ladies making society be reminded that they are from a high-class marriage. With the jewellery, they created and showcased social division between the same sex as the women from a middle class was shown respect and had equal power with their relationship compared to the high society of ladies that were forced to be married and had little power to their spouse, overall the ladies were treated differently due to the status of their spouse. 

Materials such as limestone, sandstone, chalk and slate were made to create art called “Mosaics” which were mainly used for flooring for the higher class of society.  Mosaics was known as art back in 600 BC as they were crafted by expert craftsman and were used on palaces for the emperor. In society mosaics weren’t for everybody as they tend to be expensive and for royalty only, the painting was a showcasing of hierarchy between people of wealth and the less fortunate. This made clear to the low and middle class of their status as such luxury didn’t exist for them, but when time passed mosaics became more accessible being common in private homes. This made society feel more accepted within their peers giving them self-confidence when placed on the same field of work as the higher class, because back then having the mosaics only be made for the rich. Due to the privilege of being wealthy they tend to afford most luxuries such as getting expert craftsmen to make mosaics. Socially mosaics differentiated social classes by the power of wealth, this is showcased in 600 BC as the higher class had easy access to mosaics while the lowers classes didn’t, this made a political rift as money tends to give the higher-class power. The power made them access to mosaics showing their social status making the lower class feel not important to society. But when time passes on mosaics became more accessible making the lower classes feel accepted within their peers this is due to expert craftsmen’s being from a poor background. Back when mosaics were only for the rich, people from poor backgrounds began to teach themselves making them be very skilled on creating mosaics therefore making it more accessible to the less wealthy. By doing so it gave the lower classes houses an identity and a privilege to have a work of art within their walls making them feel like a part of society. 

My conclusion overall is that from what I’ve learned is that in ancient Rome 600 BC they had a lot of injustices like women not having equal rights and classes that were treated differently due to their wealth. The two categories that defined others such as “plebians” and “patricians” were shown by the artefacts that I’ve chosen to research. And what I’ve found is wealth had a big impact around that time differentiating others due to materialistic objects, this is shown by money such as the “roman coins” that allowed people to buy things such as jewellery and mosaics etc. In that time having materialistic things were the basis of power giving them access to luxury creating a social gap between the poor and the wealthy. Depending on where you start at the patricians when born had easy access to wealth from the heritage of their families making them have easy life compared to someone born into a plebians family where you had to work to get money or born a slave due to having no family as they tend to be orphans. By what type of upbringing you have it all depends of the families’ heritage that will ultimately decide one’s future, this is showcased again by the power of wealth as one’s family can determine an outcome of a person. This is more prominent for women because if they were born poor they would have a worse upbringing and can be led to do things they don’t want to do such as being a wife of a person they don’t want to marry or being auctioned for sexual favours. This was due to having a weak body compared to men making more fragile giving a misconception of women being less strong and intelligent compared to their male counterparts, causing sexism to begin. This made women more vulnerable as they are tended to be seen as sex objects, while the men were seen as an inferior being’s due to their “strength” and “intelligence”. Socially this created a gap in classes which were distinctively shown by what the person wears and what possessions they had such as land and welfare, this gave them political power making them have an advantage within society such as enslaving people and buying expensive jewellery to showcase their wealth. Politically people of wealth had advantages as they can auction and buy women to their leisure also purchasing slaves to commute on their lands to make a profit. They also had the power to bribe soldiers if they did anything of mischief such as making them get away with murder and in that era, that tended to happen a lot. Overall of what I’ve learned from researching artefacts that contained socially and politically context I have learned that back in ancient Rome having wealth gave an individual an amount of power to buy luxuries such as jewellery and mosaics to showcase their wealth to the lower classes. The classes are defined in 2 categories which are the “plebians” and “patricians”, depending of what upbringing of the two they’ll determine a person’s fate and throughout their lives they’ll be treated with either misfortune or blessings.
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