Example 
Research Title
The impact of socio-economic disadvantage on the educational attainment of primary school pupils in Wales
Example Research Questions
1. How does socio-economic disadvantage influence the educational attainment of primary school pupils in Wales?
2. What are the perceptions of primary school teachers regarding the impact of socio-economic disadvantage on pupil attainment?
3. To what extent do school-based initiatives support the attainment of socio-economically disadvantaged primary school pupils in Wales?

Background
Educational disadvantage continues to be one of the most significant factors influencing pupil attainment in primary schools. In Wales, children from socio-economically disadvantaged backgrounds consistently achieve lower educational outcomes than their more advantaged peers, creating a persistent attainment gap that can affect long-term educational and life opportunities (WG, 2025). Disadvantage is often associated with factors such as low household income, eligibility for free school meals, limited access to educational resources, housing instability, and reduced parental engagement opportunities. These factors can influence pupils' cognitive, social and emotional development, ultimately affecting their academic performance (WG, 2023).
Addressing the impact of disadvantage on attainment is a central priority within Welsh education policy. The Welsh Government's Our National Mission: High Standards and Aspirations for All identifies tackling the effects of poverty on educational attainment as a key objective and emphasises the importance of ensuring that all learners can achieve their potential regardless of background (WG, 2023). The policy highlights equity, inclusion and high aspirations as fundamental principles underpinning educational reform and the implementation of the Curriculum for Wales. The Curriculum for Wales itself seeks to create ambitious, capable learners while promoting equity and inclusion across educational settings. 
A further policy initiative designed to address educational inequality is the Pupil Development Grant (PDG), which provides additional funding to schools to support learners from low-income households and reduce barriers to achievement. The Welsh Government (2023) describes the PDG as a key mechanism for tackling the impact of poverty on educational attainment through evidence-informed interventions, improved teaching and learning, and targeted support for vulnerable learners. 
The relationship between disadvantage and educational attainment can be understood through several theoretical perspectives. Bronfenbrenner's Ecological Systems Theory (1979) suggests that children's development is influenced by multiple interacting systems, including family, school and wider social environments. From this perspective, attainment is shaped not only by individual ability but also by external social and economic factors. Similarly, Bourdieu's theory of cultural capital (1986) argues that children from more advantaged backgrounds possess cultural knowledge, skills and experiences that align more closely with school expectations, giving them an educational advantage. In contrast, disadvantaged pupils may have less access to these forms of capital, potentially limiting educational success.
In addition, Maslow's Hierarchy of Needs (1943) provides a useful framework for understanding how unmet basic needs, such as food security, safety and emotional wellbeing, may affect learning and attainment. If these foundational needs are not met, pupils may find it more difficult to engage fully with educational activities and achieve expected academic outcomes.
Despite substantial investment and policy interventions in Wales, evidence suggests that the attainment gap between disadvantaged and non-disadvantaged learners remains a significant challenge. Recent analysis continues to highlight the strong relationship between poverty and lower educational outcomes in Wales, reinforcing the need for research that explores how disadvantage affects attainment at the primary school level. Consequently, investigating the impact of disadvantage on primary school pupil attainment is important for informing educational practice, supporting policy development and identifying effective strategies to promote equity and improve outcomes for all learners. 
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