Athens and Rome – Slave Rebellions

[bookmark: _GoBack]The up-coming Workshop session for Friday will be about the “Third Servile War”, a major slave rebellion occurring in Italy from 73-71 BC. You may be most familiar with it through the historical figure Spartacus who was one of the leaders of this rebellion. For this seminar you will be required to read some extracts from Plutarch’s Life of Crassus and to think about the questions set below. 

Plutarch Life of Crassus 8.1-11.8.
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A2008.01.0038%3Achapter%3D8%3Asection%3D1


1) According to the Plutarch what events initiated the Third Servile War (otherwise known as the rebellion of Spartacus)?

2) What was Spartacus’ intention and what were the actions of the rebel/slave army, do they differ?

3) What is the practice of decimation and why did Crassus revive it?

4) What tactics did Crassus and the Roman forces employ in order to defeat Spartacus?

5) Why did Crassus want to bring a speedy conclusion to the war?


