Findings and Conclusion

Introduction
The previous chapters of this dissertation have guided the research project through the research proposal, the literature review, the research methodology and planning and the analysis of the primary research results. This chapter will conclude the research project and summarise the key findings from primary and secondary research. The limitations of the project itself will be discussed and suggested recommendations for further research will be added.

The achievement of objectives
The sole aim of this research project was to establish the effect of county lines on young people who are ages 12 to 17 and how they are exploited into joining organised crime. This study has successfully completed the set objectives through primary and secondary research:
1) The effects of criminality on young people.
2) How young people are recruited into county lines.
3) The types of young people exploited.
Objective one was achieved by completing an exhaustive literature review focusing on existing research, statistics, and face to face interviews of young people who were previously involved in county lines. Objectives two and three were achieved by secondary research whereby statistics were analysed from sources online and primary research was also implemented to achieve the objectives as front-line officers and officers on specialist departments answered a questionnaire, and selected responses based on their experience with the topic.

Main Findings
The projects sole aim was to determine the perceptions and viewpoints of serving police officers. In relation to the issue of young people being exploited into county lines within the UK. The results of the dissertation clearly highlight that there has been an increase of young people being exploited and there are several reasons as to why they have been targeted. 

Reflecting on the limitations of the study
There were several limitations which became apparent during this research project.  The first limitation is that the topic of county lines is such a current and broad subject and the project itself is limited in scope, due to the word count only being 8,000 words. Another limitation identified was the unexpected sample size when it came to analysing the primary data. Fewer police officers responded to the survey than expected and therefore suggests that the data may not be as conclusive as it could have been. Furthermore, despite the quantitative data enabling the researcher to meet the set objectives by finding statistics, qualitative data could have achieved more in-depth answers from respondents however due to time constraints and deadlines set in place, the questionnaire only consisted of closed questions due to the questionnaire only being sent out to police officers, who all work demanding roles and the closed questions are not as time consuming compared to answering open questions. Also, this dissertation was the researchers first academic, research project and therefore researcher experience is a limitation here. As this dissertation was conducted by a serving police officer and the questionnaire was only distributed to other serving police officer’s, there is a possibility of researcher bias whereby the researchers and respondents’ beliefs, experiences or prejudices towards the topic could have had an impact in this regard. Another limitation identified in this project was the use of ‘Survey monkey’. This website only allows the researcher to ask ten questions for free, if the researcher wants to ask more questions, then they would have to pay an expensive fee, approximately £70. 

Recommendations for future research
From the results obtained in this dissertation, there were several areas identified for having a potential for future research. With regards to further research, this study would benefit from expanding the survey to a larger quantity of police officer’s, the questionnaire could be sent out to all divisions within South Wales police force, not just the western division, where the researcher works. This research could also benefit by distributing the questionnaire to members of the public, possibly those who work with vulnerable, young people who have participated in county lines, for example: social workers, staff members in education and care workers for young people. 
As previously endorsed in the literature review, the researcher has identified research gaps whereby there is a lack of research conducted on the effects and the ‘aftermath’ of those young people involved in county lines. Most young people who have come out and spoken about this, have chosen to stay anonymous, possibly due to safety concerns and the nature of the topic with interviewers. This implication provides a theoretical and empirical justification for further research to be conducted in this area in the future.

Conclusion 
In conclusion, it is clear from reviewing the academic literature and primary research, it reveals that young people ages 12-17 are very affected by county lines and young people are more likely to be exploited into county lines. This proves that the study hypothesis is correct as observed in the findings chapter. Despite the identified limitations within this project, some valuable data was collected and analysed. The project can only be seen as the foundation to a larger piece of work; however the initial set objectives have been broadly covered and results have been obtained. 

Self-reflection 
Upon reflection, researchers gained a deep understanding of the varying reasons as to why young people are participating in organised crime, along with the effects it has on the young person. This research has presented difficulties in terms of self-study and time management. The dissertation project has helped the researcher to achieve the independent process of self-learning, researching, and trying to achieve set goals within a specific time frame.

