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Introduction

   The following report and research are based and accomplished on the impact of Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) on Moodle for student’s progression from the passive to the active learners. Subsequently in this critical times VLE is really common and supportive learning environment. For the individual that don’t know the meaning and the importance of this type of learning is enhanced through utilizing computers and/or the internet both outside and inside the facilities of the educational organization, and it takes place in an online environment. Also important is that virtual learning environment brings new pedagogical techniques into the traditional forms of education and makes learning more personalized and convenient.
   In the other hand we have research that it plays important role in discovering new treatments, also can find answers to things that are unknown, is really essential for students because component allows for a broader educational experience whereby students are able to explore the effects applying new though processes through study and testing.  



Literature Review 

   Moodle at UWTSD is an open-source software, user-friendly Learning Management System (LMS), that has a core development team who is trying the best of improving the interface to maximise the user experience and also is working a lot on making easy accessibility as well, in any kind of content and issues that may students face in future. In general, UWTSD Moodle course is prepared and provided training by individual teaching staff which sets guidelines on teaching relation to individual conditions and any disabilities students go through, supporting and training needs for a wide range of institutions and organizations. Equally important and very useful in Moodle is that allows, collect, manage and evaluate students work assignments grading and giving feedbacks to them.   
   A case study at University of Wales Trinity Saint David on Moodle approved that part-time students or distance learners when it comes to assess engagement on VLE 72% of enrolled students viewed one more of the resources within the VLE course and all resources presents were viewed.     
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   Virtual Learnings Environments (VLEs) is really important resource method for learners on Higher Education (HE), but in the other hand data on the engagement of learners with VLEs is limited especially in cases like part-time or distance learners’ students may be lower than anticipated by institutions (Hopkins, 2011), but it continues supporting them at any situations within a blended provision and well designed so in the end can be valuable for all learners (JISC Digital Media, 2015) and hence. Besides all that equal importance according to Naveh et al. (2012) the five keys to have a successful VLEs are the following: complete content, current content, easily navigable content, ease of access and last responsive tutors. Furthermore, associated feedbag adds further value and increases a learners VLSs (Salmon, 2002).
In conclusion online teaching at University on Moodle is getting daily more accessible and useful for students and is on demand because make leaning much easier and enjoyable platform.    
  

Rationale Research

   The aim of the study on this report is the impacts of Virtual Learning Environments over the students and how effective Moodle can be for them through their educational experience on UWTSD. Furthermore, to mention is that this given training is also important for the teachers to provide any new method of technology if it’s possible at University that can be useful subsequently on students.  


Objectives 

   The objectives in this report are the effectiveness and impacts of Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) among student’s experience going through daily at Moodle and results how to improve the digital skills on UWTSD London Campus on the future.  
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Research Methodology

· Quantitative Research Method: is the process of collecting, involving, collecting and analysing numerical data like text, video or audio. It can be used to find patterns and averages, make predictions, test causal relationships and generalize results to wider populations. 
· Qualitative Research Method: is the opposite of quantitative research, it involves, collecting and analysing non-numerical data to understand concepts, opinions or experiences. It can be used to gather in depth insights into a problem or generate new ideas for research. Also, this type of method I’m going to use on my report. 


Data collection process

   Ultimately on the questionnaire academic topic both data’s primary and secondary its going to be used to make it more understandable and completive.   
· Primary Data: is new information collected specifically for your purposes, directly from people in the know. Further methods of primary data collection vary based upon the goals of the research, as well as the type and depth of information being sought.
· Secondary Data: is public information that has been collected by others. Moreover, is typically free or inexpensive to obtain and can act as a strong foundation to any research project.   


Population 

   To begin population is a distinct group of individuals, whether that group comprises a nation or group of people with a common characteristic. 
In this academic report I’m going to analyse my questionnaire based on students views and depends on that I can draw conclusions and results for a better treatment and future changes on Moodle at UWTSD, so can affect positively any kind of learner at Campus tutors and students avoiding misunderstandings and complications. 
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Sample and Sample size

   Sample is a smaller is a group of people are chosen out of large number and is asked questions in order to get information about the larger group or population at University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus. The target population of this study is going to be 21 students being asked by me for their opinions and them honestly about the impacts Virtual Learning Environment on Moodle. 


Ethics in Data Collection 

   The University is committed to the to the maintenance of high ethical are standards in the research undertaken by its staff and students, whether supported directly by the University or funded by external sources. 
Ethics is a system of moral principles and also make participants aware of any potential harms that can be cause and trying their best to protect and secure any personal, clear and informed concept or information provided by us by research participants. 
   By the consent of students in my class and the institution consent of University as well I will be used data based on their views in order to have a fair result in my questionnaire made due to the required laws agreement at UWTSD.    





Findings and Analysis 

   The following findings id based on five different graphics results from the questionnaire based on the impact of Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) at UWTSD London Campus. 
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1. Question 

Do you find Moodle useful?

           9%


       91%










	  Number of Students 
	                   Yes
	                   No

	                 21
	                    19
	                        2




1. Analysis 

   The most of students (17) out of (21) decide to answer that Moodle has been really useful and helpful through their academic year experience. That could happen because on Moodle has a lot to offer for students and on of that is it can easily any time of the day access online resources and activities its content management, and also would prevent time wasted, understanding structure organization which would help them as well to increase time spent on learning, analysis and research when its possible. It also really beneficial for any learner because is friendly supporting environment and very secure when it comes to privacy data. Gradually equal important to add is using the course forums, learners can discuss topics, shares ideas and even feedback on each other’s work.  
   Subsequently the rest of the students (4) answered that Moodle isn’t for them very useful tool, that could happen mainly because Moodle is not fully developed to cope with big project, or another disadvantage could be is the lack and not enough for some student’s guidance of understanding well how this tool works and how can be used during the Academic year. 
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2. Question 

What is your preference place for study? 

                      13%
                     
       
        87%                










	   Number of Students
	        Microsoft Teams
	            Classroom

	                     21
	                      3
	                     18




2. Analysis 

   First to start with students that prefer Microsoft Teams online learning (3) that’s probably because first of all they have the opportunity to learn at any time and any place its more flexible and manageable leading students to become more motivated and responsible. Second of all is much cheaper and it does cost anything. Lastly it improves knowledge in practice of technology and becomes more interesting for them this kind of education system. 
   The rest of the class (18) the majority of population answer that they prefer the traditional authentic type of learning in the classroom face to face education.  Mainly because you avoid social isolation and when it comes the communication is more relatable, effective and stronger. Another big benefit is once the teaching is in the classroom automatically can focus on practice and not on theory that online classes do, to be specific there is less possibilities to cheat on any assignment instead you have to work fairly and hard in order to get a reliable degree.  
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3. Question  

Do you think studying virtual learning is impacting you negatively? 


 52%                               
                          48%








	    Number of Students 
	                Yes
	                 No

	                   21
	                   11
	                    10




3. Analysis 
  
   The answer in this result is that some students (11) think that virtual learning is impacting them negatively because of distancing from the actual environment that should be learning causing to not receive the same valuable social knowledge as their in-person peers. Lack of interaction can also hinder mind development and cause social withdraw. 
   In the other hand the rest of the students (10) chose to say that VLE is an actual strong and interesting environment of education that safe daily costings and their flexibility on managing the obligations at University has been a lot easier. 
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4. Question 

How often do you use Moodle per week? 


                          
                         36%                           
  64%                            









	    Number of Students 
	    Less than 25 Hours 
	   More than 25 Hours 

	                       21
	                         8
	                       13




4. Analyses 

   Mostly answered on this question was (13) students that they are studying more than 25 hours on Moodle so they can have in the end the results that they want from grades and achievements. Further must of students from the entry of University they have specific goals and except the new beneficial knowledge skills, self-motivation and independency thoughts that are going to gain as a main goal is to get a higher education qualification in order to have better career prospects once graduating because they have developed better communication-employability skills, teamwork and problem solving and a better recognition of technology that nowadays its extremely important.
   Hence (8) students are studying less than 25 hours per week, its really good amount of time if you know how to manage it properly without wasting any time going useless, so in the end can get only improved.
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5. Question 

In a scale 1 to 10 how easy do you find to access online classes. 




Students


                       Very Easy
Not Easy

	     1
	    2
	    3
	    4
	    5
	    6
	    7
	    8
	     9
	   10




 
5. Analyses 

   The majority number of students on this question answer (8) out of 21 who being asked based on the scale that is because online classes has been really easy, manageable and flexible to access at all times on Moodle. 

Summary of findings 

   Nevertheless, my analysis on VLE on Moodle was enough positive as most students find it very useful and convenient tool during their educational experience and has become very essential platform. However, there is some stuff that can defiantly be improved and a better place, for example one of my questions on questionnaire was about how University can make Virtual Learning Environment a better platform for students and mostly answered was increasing student engagement by building stronger connection with teachers, so the lesson ca be much enjoyable by everyone.  

   
Conclusion

   To summer up this report was focused about Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) on Moodle at University of Wales Trinity Saint David and depends on questionnaire to collect and find out how useful and convenience has been to the students through the academic year. Successfully the results shows that most students are happy and supportive about this kind of system platform making the University to go one step further on their goals. 
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Appendix 1
In-Class exercise: Questionnaire Design
Student Name: ___Sidorela_____Rusi______    Student ID: ___1909122______ 
Module Name: Digital Skills and Research Methods Term 2 Group: _____8____ 
Aim: This exercise is aimed to help you in your questionnaire design. Please note, you need to use this questionnaire to conduct a survey which is also one of the important parts of your research report. 
Please write down your questions that you are going to use in your primary data collection. Try to have different types of questions such as open-ended question, close-ended question (YES/NO), multiple choice question, Likert-scale question. 
Question 1: In a few words, please describe how virtual learning is impacting your studies as University.    
Question 2: Do you find Moodle useful?
1) Yes
2) No 

Question 3: How often do you use Moodle per week?
1) More than 25 hours 
2) Less than 25 hours 

Question 4: In a scale 1 to 10 how easy do you find to access your online classes?
Question 5: Do you think studying virtual learning is impacting you negatively? 
1) Yes 
2) No 

Question 6: Describe in a few words your experience with Microsoft Teams.
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Question 7: What is your preference place for study? 
1) Microsoft Teams 
2) Classroom 
Question 8: Does virtual library has been useful for your studies?
1) Yes 
2) No 

Question 9: Can you please write down how University can make virtual learning platform better for students?    
Question 10: 
Further questions, please list your questions below. 












   



             





1

image1.png
Prifysgol Cymru
Y Drindod Dewi Sant
University of Wales

Trinity Saint David




