	                                                                                                                                                                                                                           2306265
	                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 2200 words
  ECEY5004/C

I acknowledge the use of Canva (https://www.canva.com) on 20 February 2025 to aid my digital presentation.
I confirm that I have not presented any AI generated text as my own work. I confirm that I have copies of my drafts, notes and other resources I used before, and after the use of AI tools which I may be asked to provide in evidence.
























Language and Literacy in the Digital Age
The paper will begin with a summary of the literacy and language development of children before delving into the benefits of storytelling, its impact on early language development, and its ability to support the language and literacy skills of young children. Analysis of the storytelling techniques used in the story of ‘The Castle the King Built’ by Rebecca Colby (2021) will be the main of focus, to help clarify concepts and theories. This story was chosen because it effectively conveys to young readers what life was like at a significant period of medieval history. According to (Temple, 2018), exploring castles can enhance various learning areas for children in the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS), including understanding the world. Additionally, the book was also picked because it uses rhyme and repetition, which will help with the discussion of rhyming and how children’s speech can be enhanced by rhyme in storybooks. I will also discuss the use of props in storytelling. 
Introduction
Language and literacy development are significant aspects of early childhood development. They include the development of verbal communication abilities, as well as the capacity to read and write (Duff & Tomblin, 2018).
According to (PACEY, no date) early literacy encompasses reading, discussing books, print in the environment, making early marks, and writing in addition to storytelling. (Book Trust, 2024) believe young children naturally develop language skills when they are immersed in stories because they are exposed to a wide variety of phrases, rich vocabulary, and sentence patterns.
The process by which humans learn to speak begins in utero in accordance with research conducted by the (University of Kansas, 2017), their studies have shown that based on the voice signals they have access to while still in utero, foetuses are already adjusting their ears to the language they will learn before they are born.
Research on the development of the brain, or neuroscience, shows how important early childhood brain development is. According to (Whitehead, 2010), the brain is extremely flexible and capable throughout infancy. Whitehead asserts that the brain's basic structure is mostly formed during pregnancy and the early years of life, and neural pathways are constantly developing. The stimulation of these pathways through storytelling or a language rich environment will help children develop their literacy and language comprehension because, as researchers have found, when a child is primed with a word, the brain regions that reflect the sensorimotor components of words become active. These outcomes align with findings from (Tomasello, et al., 2017) (Hafner, et al., 2015) (Dekker, et al., 2014).
Additionally, per (Whitehead, 2007) young children's language and literacy development are essential to their entire growth because they enable them to express, communicate, and understand their feelings.  (Department for Education, 2022) additionally state that language and literacy skills will help your child build and sustain relationships and will enhance their capacity for thought. The Welsh Government (2017) affirms this, stating that literacy and language are essential for future education in schools and that they foster social interactions.

Benefits of storytelling (0-7)
Corresponding to attachment theory by Bowlby, stories told by prominent attachment figures have a very strong effect and can significantly improve attachment bonds, build trust and empathy, which promotes a feeling of community and belonging (Frude & Killick, 2011). 
Furthermore, studies conducted by Wright and Dunsmuir (2019) show that storytelling accelerates language development, enhances listening comprehension, and promotes social and emotional growth. Parents and caregivers play a critical role in creating this development, according to both (Maureen, et al., 2018) and (Care Learning, 2024). Although Bassok et al. (2016) (Bassok, et al., 2016) believe that this approach does not support a child's learning through play. However, Maureen et al. (2018) (Maureen, et al., 2018) are adamant that storytelling should be supported since it is a design strategy that encourages literacy development and greater participation in the educational process.
The (National Literacy Trust, 2025) promotes that reading and exploring books with children can also socialize them, since reading to children can help them develop their language skills. Moreover, (Speaker McGrath, et al., 2004) believes this to be true as through storytelling, children are introduced to new words and linguistic phrases thus, regular exposure to a variety of stories helps children improve their vocabulary and make syntactic structures more complex. This assertion is supported by research, which shows that children who hear stories have better vocabulary, comprehension of grammar and word meanings, fluency, sentence construction skills, narrative abilities, appropriate speech sound production, rhythm, and intonation. These results are consistent with reports from (Kucirkova, et al., 2017), (Lucarevschi, 2016) and (Rahiem, 2021).
To add further to this (Read, 2021), insists that children can develop their imaginations, lose themselves in made-up worlds, and get a deeper comprehension of language and the world around them through storytelling as stories expose them to a range of perspectives, cultures, and experiences which, will facilitate their learning of new subjects in school. (Kucirkova, 2019) backs this up by saying that storytelling helps children develop emotional intelligence and empathy by letting them use their imaginations, learn more about language, and immerse themselves in fictitious worlds. It is this newfound understanding of cultures and experiences that enables children to empathize with the characters (Book Trust, 2024). Consequently, giving practitioners or parents a great window to teach moral principles to children. In accordance to Piaget's Theory of Moral Development (1965) allowing children to engage in peer interactions and debates after reading a narrative is giving them the purpose of teaching what is right or wrong through problem-solving, conflict in the individual's consciousness, and group decision-making (Nair, et al., 2014).

Development of digital literacy
Human communication and language development have experienced significant changes in an era marked by the widespread influence of digital technologies and the internet (Salfin, et al., 2024). According to (Hafner, et al., 2015) digital literacy includes the abilities to read, write, and communicate that are made possible by digital media. Early childhood education makes extensive use of digital technologies in e-learning formats to help children improve their emerging literacy abilities, the Digital Competence Framework in Wales for example aims to equip students with the necessary knowledge, attitude, and skills to use technology and systems confidently, creatively, and critically. It complements the curriculum and helps learners develop fundamental skills that can be built upon throughout their education. Today's young learners require confidence and awareness of digital technologies (Welsh Government , 2016).
As stated by  (Liu, et al., 2024) the possibilities of touching, pointing, drawing, and swiping have allowed young children to get involved in the digital world; children no longer need to wait for their fine motor abilities to hit particular milestones before accessing e-learning. However, stated it is crucial for educators to think about which digital tools and techniques work best for improving children's vocabulary, phonological, alphabet, print, and narrative understanding (Stenbom & Geijer, 2024) is of the same view.
(Meszaros, et al., 2024) alludes that digital education presents both threats and revolutionary opportunities. Further insisting such tools can promote emotional, social, and cognitive development. However, insists overuse or incorrect usage increases the risk of addiction, short attention spans, and impeded social development. (Morrison, 2024) is of the same view, nonetheless, believes that the socio-emotional and cognitive development of children can be greatly enhanced by the careful application of digital storytelling, despite these obstacles.

Storytelling Techniques
Through the use of rhythmic pattern, ‘The Castle the King Built’ skilfully combines fact and fiction to tell the story of the building of a medieval castle in the book The story was told in a traditional way using props such as a castle display, medieval attire along with toy castles and swords. Jerome Bruner was an advocate for the adult being the most powerful tool for a child’s development, he was adamant that, given the correct circumstances, all children might flourish in their education (Kang, 2014).
The use of rhyme and repetition was used throughout the story, (Duff & Tomblin, 2018) maintains that by rhyming words or breaking a word down into its constituent syllables, for instance, children start to gain some awareness of this knowledge. Phonological awareness is the capacity to consider the sounds in words, only once a child has obtained a framework for conveying meaning and learned linguistic structures, such as word sound structure and sentence grammar, would they be able to do this (Thornton, 2016). This assertation falls in line with Noam Chomsky, according to his theory he believed infants are born with an internal mechanism known as the Language Acquisition Device (LAD), which contains the grammatical rules necessary for language development. As they grow older, children will require stimulation to activate the LAD, and to communicate effectively, they will need to expand their vocabulary. Chomsky determined that one of the most effective ways to support language development in infants and children is to stimulate them with various noises, voices, dialogue, reading and singing nursery rhymes (Chomsky, 2012). (Mullen, 2017) ascertains that children learn to understand rhymes before they can read, and rhyming is crucial for both acquiring phonemes and numbers. (Pramling & Carlsson, 2008) concurs, saying that when adults narrate or sing in rhyme, children pick up on the language’s structure and sounds.
According to (Wisconsin Council, 2007) children need to have repeated experiences for their brains to develop to a high level for learning, hence storytelling especially stories with repetition. Repetitive phrases in stories enables children to join in. Pausing before saying the repetitive phrase, such as ‘In The Castle the King Built’ allows children to remember what is coming next and repeat the words. Both Chomsky and Skinner theories additionally postulate that reinforcement and repetition are the key components of language acquisition. As stated by B.F Skinner, children mostly pick up vocabulary and grammar by imitating the speech they hear and getting praise when they use them correctly (Lemetyinen, 2023). These narrative components can help children meet some of the language development goals listed in the Early Years Outcomes Framework (Welsh Government, 2019), rhyming and repetition are crucial components of Wales' play-based curriculum,  who argue that teaching children to repeat words in rhymes helps them learn phonemes and words and their meanings (Welsh Government, 2015).
The traditional story was presented with the use of props studies carried out by (Stadler & Ward, 2010) and (Mujahidah, et al., 2021) found that the use of props had a favourable effect on the children's use of descriptive language and increased audience interest. Furthermore, to aid this (Blackmore, et al., 1995) examined the impact of utilizing props to give phrases context in a syntactic awareness exercise where participants had to fix grammatical errors. The study concluded that children benefit from the presence of props since it lowers the processing capacity needed for the activity. Syntactic awareness refers to the capacity to modify and consider language's grammatical structure.
Although it was presented in a digital format, the digital story followed the same methods as the traditional narrative. However, the use of sound effects and relevant modern resources, such as digital graphics, music, sounds, and photographs, effectively communicated the author's narrative voice. According to  (Bakhtiary & Behzadi, 2023) and (Rahiem, 2021) digital storytelling should blend the traditional storytelling technique with a range of contemporary tools, including digital graphics, music, sound, and images, to create stories that are cohesive and convey the author's narrative voice. This contrast helps children understand aspects of the book and the role workers had within the castle, it brings creativity and a realness to the story that captures the audience, the storytelling approach has several benefits, including being relatable to children, being relevant, and immersive. The digital style is modern storytelling that adapts while maintaining its core purpose: to connect and communicate which according to (Hafner, et al., 2015) is the main goal of a digital form or storytelling. Moreover, is consistent with Vygotsky’s theory, the creative spirit that drives people to create and alter their existing situation is nourished by imagination, additionally, children's brains are learning to think and working busily while they listen to stories (Loughborogh University, 2016).
The digital format supported the narrative with focus words and sentences, in particular ‘Inside the Castle the King Built’. It provided children with an immersive experience to help them understand according to (American SPCC, 2024) a child's comprehension ability and memory can both be strengthened by this multisensory experience.

Conclusion
It is clear to see from the evidence presented in this paper that children's socioemotional development benefits greatly from storytelling, which are derived from a variety of processes related to identification, self-expression, empathy, knowing oneself and others, and two-way communication. 
From the beginning of cries and babbling to the first words, the universe is filled with depth, richness, and meaning. In storytelling not only does the tale need to be conveyed but it also needs to be told in a way that engages children and makes the text come to life. This gives the story a deeper meaning that lets children’s imaginations run wild. 
Children have many possibilities to naturally develop and acquire vocabulary and language structure in a language rich environment, but it is the responsibility of the enabling adult to create and supply those opportunities.
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