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Part1 :
Interpretation through

Classical Commentaries




Part 1:

Is‘ing ying

(1) They buzz about, the blue flies,
Lighting on the fences.
O! happy and courteous sovereign,

Do not believe slamdrous speeches.?

LJames Legge, THE KING MINOR ODES OF THE KINGDOM (SDX Joint Publishing Company, 2014) pp150-



Part 1:

Is‘ing ying

(2) They buzz about, the blue flies,
Lighting on the jujube trees.
The slanderers observe no limits,

And throw the whole kingdom into confusion.?

2James Legge, THE KING MINOR ODES OF THE KINGDOM, pp169-170.



Part 1:

Is‘ing ying

(3) They buzz about, the blue flies,
Lighting on the hazel trees.
The slanderers observe no limits,

And set us two at variance.3

3James Legge, THE KING MINOR ODES OF THE KINGDOM, pp169-170.



Part 1:

T
ik
-2

‘*L-).'r%t
b‘\'ﬁu{' AN

Mao’s Preface sees ‘blue flies” as an % "é}jl i
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4Translation from: Mao Heng E£=. Mao Shi Zheng Yi £33 1E & (Peking University Press, 2000), p. 1025.



Part 1:

Zhu Xi interprets the ‘blue flies’ as a
metaphor for slanderous voices,

symbolizing the king’s weakness in
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STranslation from: Zhu Xi 25, Sh/Ji Zhuan 5558 (Chung Hwa Book Co., Ltd. 2017). p. 251.



Part 1:
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The Commentary views the poem as o g s :
- J\ 'fr: ;iif{‘:;
condemning slanderers who harm people and &5
the state, broadening its message from personal = % R

caution to universal moral concern.®

6 Translation from: Jiang Jianyuan ¥ 8,7t, Sh/Jing Zhu Xi 554 5%4 (Chung Hwa Book Co., Ltd. 2017). p. 739.



Part 1:
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And also...
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In ‘Qing Ying’ ( ‘Blue Flies” ), the fly serves as a

metaphor for slanderers who cause political harm.

As a short-lived pest feeding on decay, it symbolizes

t

nose who flatter the powerful for gain—
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isgusting, dangerous, and emblematic of moral

orruption.’

ranslation from: Long Shixing ettt 4T, The Composition and Connotations of Fu Poems on Flies throughout History

FEA EX B ER 69 811E &R E 3K, (Journal of Eastern Liaoning University Social Sciences), vol. 25, no. 3 (2020), pp. 45-52.



Part 2 :
Insights into Moral

Relationships




Part 2:
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The five Confucian relationsh

[ Ruler—subject]

/ AN

{Brother—brother} { Father-son }
{ Husband—wifeI Friend-friend J




Part 2: ﬁ

1. Slander Disrupts Trust
2. Slander Undermines Moral Order

3. Slander Leads to misjudgment and injustice

13



Part 3 :
What We Can

Learn and Do




Thank you for your

patient listening.

ﬁ
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