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The$right$to$look

I"want"to"claim"the"right"to"look."

This"claim"is,"neither"for"the"first"nor"the"last"time,"for"a"right"to"the"real.

It"might"seem"an"odd"request"after"all"that"we"have"seen"in"the"first"decade"of"
the"21st century"on"old"media"and"new,"from"the"falling"of"the"towers,"to"the"
drowning"of"cities,"and"to"violence"without"end."

The"right"to"look"is"not"about"merely"seeing."It"begins"at"a"personal"level"with"
the"look"into"someone"else’s"eyes"to"express"friendship,"solidarity,"or"love."That"
look"must"be"mutual,"each"inventing"the"other,"or"it"fails."As"such,"it"is"
unrepresentable."The"right"to"look"claims"autonomy,"not"individualism"or"
voyeurism,"but"the"claim"to"a"political"subjectivity"and"collectivity:"“the"right"to"
look."The"invention"of"the"other.”"
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“common,'even'communist”

For$there$is$an$exchange$but$no$creation$of$a$surplus.$

You,$or$your$group,$allow$another$to$find$you,$and,$in$so$doing,$you$find$
both$the$other$and$yourself.$It$means$requiring$the$recognition$of$the$
other$in$order$to$have$a$place$from$which$to$claim$a$right$and$to$
determine$what$is$right.$



The$opposite$to$the$right$to$look$is$VISUALITY

Visuality)is$an$old$word$for$an$old$project.$It$is$not$a$trendy$theory8word$
meaning$the$totality$of$all$visual$images$and$devices,$but$it$is$in$fact$an$
early$nineteenth8century$term,$meaning$the$visualization3of3history.$

Visuality$is$that$which$renders$the$processes$of$History$visible$to$power.



Penelope'Reading'a'Letter'from'Odysseus Louis'Jean'François'Lagrenée (1780)



The$tradition$in$Western$Literature$of$stopping$
women’s$voices$from$being$heard$in$public…



‘Mother,)go)back)up)into)your)quarters,)and)take)up)your)own)work,)
the)loom)and)the)distaff)…)speech)will)be)the)business)of)men,)all)men,)
and)of)me)most)of)all;)for)mine)is)the)power)in)this)household.’

“speech”(=(muthos – not)in)the)sense)that)it)has)come)
down)to)us)of)‘myth’.

In)Homeric)Greek)it)signals)authoritative*public*speech



“women,(even(when(they(are(not(silenced,(still(have(to(pay(a(very(high(
price(for(being(heard.”
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Visuality)is)that)which)renders)the)processes)of)
History)visible)to)power.
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Night&and&Fog (Nuit%et%Brouillard)#is#a#1956#
French documentary short#film.

Directed#by Alain#Resnais,#it#was#made#ten#years#after#the#
liberation#of Nazi#concentration#camps.#The#title#is#taken#from#the#
notorious Nacht%und%Nebel (German for#"Night#and#Fog")#program#
of#abductions#and#disappearances#decreed#by#the#Nazis#on#7#
December#1941.
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