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Missing persons group task (1)
Suggested thoughts/answers
Mr and Mrs Roberts are both in their early 30s.  They have been married for 9 years and have lived in Sandford throughout their married life.  They have two children, a son aged 8 years and a daughter aged 5 years.  Mr Roberts works regular day shift at a local factory.  His wife, Maureen, works part-time as a waitress in a large, busy, local restaurant/takeaway.  While she is at work Mr Roberts Looks after his children.  He puts the children to bed around 8.30 pm and retires to bed himself around midnight.  When his wife returns home in the early hours, she often sleeps downstairs on the settee so as not to interrupt her husband’s sleep.
The time is now 5.00 am.  Mr Roberts has had a poor night’s sleep and has ventured downstairs for a hot drink.  His wife has apparently not returned home.  Mr Roberts telephones your station and reports his wife missing.  You are directed to attend the call.
List your initial thoughts. Some examples are:
· Is she with a friend?
· Does she ever stay over with friends/work colleagues?
· Having an affair with a work colleague?
· Deserted the husband?
· Victim of crime?
· Vehicle breakdown?
· How does she get home?
· How does she travel to and from home?
· Something happened on her way home?
· What is her normal return time?
· Has this occurred before?
· Has Mr Roberts contacted anyone other than the police?
· Known or suspected previous domestic violence



Why do you think she is missing?
· Out with a friend/work colleague
· Working overtime
· Stayed at work to attend a lawful after hours party at the club
· Accident
· Affair
· Driven to it by domestic circumstances.
Would you now classify the missing person as:
	High risk	Medium risk	Low risk


Why? Please state reason for your answer.





Missing persons group task (2)
You speak to Mr Roberts.  What questions would you ask him?
Please list them.
· Relationship between the two (married?)
· Has this occurred before?
· Any evidence to suggest she has been home and gone out again?
· How does she normally travel to and from work?
· Personal problems?
· Recent relationship (affair)?
· Phoned friends/work?
· Medical condition/illness?
· Well-being of late?
· Where she may have gone … family, friends etc.
· Checked anywhere?
· Recent photograph to hand?
· Description … personal and clothing etc.
· Clothes suitable for time of year?
· Details of car if they have one, is she in it or used it?
· Money, cash cards, cheque books, bank/building society book, means (willing to give bank authority should she be missing for some time, i.e. so that police can interrogate the account to ascertain withdrawals and locations of withdrawals)?
· Anything missing from home, i.e. suitcase, clothing etc?
· Ascertain her maiden name
· Been absent from home before?



· Usual time of return
· The temperament of the missing person, what type of person is she?
· Experiences mental ill health
· Close friends at work?
· Enquiries already made by him
· What she said when he last saw her
· Exact place and nature of work
· Mobile ‘phone with her?
· Has she been in contact since she left for work?
· Recent calls … telephone bill logged calls over last few months.

Would you now classify the missing person as:
	High risk	Medium risk	Low risk


Why? Please state reason for your answer.
Would you alert your supervisor?



Missing persons group task (3)
You have now interviewed Mr Roberts and he tells you that his wife, Maureen, has always returned home by about 3.00 am at the very latest.  She works until 2.00 am.  She usually travels home by a management arranged taxi service, although the journey is only a little over a mile.  It is most unusual for her not to return home on time.
What initial action do you propose at this time?
· Enquiries with local taxi firm
· Contact workplace
· Check with staff
· Contact work friends
· Missing person report form
· Circulate to neighbouring districts (police)
· Check on children … ask if they know anything, but do not cause alarm
· SEARCH HOUSE: all parts in the house even to cellar and loft, outhouse(s), shed(s), garden etc - a full, THOROUGH search
· SEARCH WORKPLACE: cellars, toilets, yard(s) - a full, THOROUGH search
· Check hospitals
· Check police stations
· Check car
· PNC check on husband and wife (+ wife’s maiden name(s)).

Would you now classify the missing person as:
	High risk	Medium risk	Low risk





Why? Please state reason for your answer.
Into which category would you now place Mrs Roberts:
a)  Lost person?
b)  Voluntary missing person?
c)  Missing person influenced by a third party?
Would you alert your supervisor?
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Missing persons group task (4)
You have now searched the dwelling-house and all its various rooms, including the attic, cellar, outhouses, sheds and garden etc with a negative result.  The children are both sleeping soundly in their beds.  You then visit her place of work.  While at her place of work you speak to night cleaning contractors who assist in the search of staff rooms and the general restaurant area.  They tell you that Mrs Roberts usually takes a taxi home, but due to shortage of funds had decided to walk home that particular morning.  The route she has used before is one where she passes through a housing estate, taking a short cut through a derelict housing site and over a short space of waste ground, before rejoining the main road.  From there she completes her journey home on a well-lit road.
What do you propose to do now?
· Search the route
· Obtain assistance of supervisory, other officers to assist with search
· House-to-house on the route
· Search derelict sites and waste ground
· Police dog handler available?
· Ascertain if anyone has ever walked that route with her
· Has husband searched?
· Tradespersons in vicinity (milkman, post personnel, dog walkers etc)
· Helicopter search?
Would you now classify the missing person as:
	High risk	Medium risk	Low risk





Why? Please state reason for your answer.
Into which category would you now place Mrs Roberts:
a)  Lost person?
b)  Voluntary missing person?
c)  Missing person influenced by a third party?
Would you alert your supervisor?





Missing persons group task (5)
You have caused the route to be searched with negative result.
What other enquiries might you now make?
Please list.
· Round up enquiries
· Hospitals
· Travel stations … bus, coach, train
· PNC the couple
· House-to-house enquiries
· See friends, relatives, get more detail
· Circulate all details
· Consider media (but only with the approval of immediate kin)
· Passport still at home address?
Would you now classify the missing person as:
	High risk	Medium risk	Low risk


Why? Please state reason for your answer.
Into which category would you now place Mrs Roberts:
a)  Lost person?
b)  Voluntary missing person?
c)  Missing person influenced by a third party?
Would you inform your supervisor?


Missing persons group task (6)
You carry out a telephone check at the local hospital and find that, in fact, Mrs Maureen Roberts has been injured in an accident about 2.30 am that same morning.  She had stepped out into the roadway and had badly twisted her ankle.  A passing motorist had conveyed her to the local hospital.  She did not want to disturb her husband, believing that she could return home before he awoke.  In any case who would look after the children should he wish to come out to the hospital?
What are you going to do now?
· Inform supervisory (if alerted)
· Cancel further police enquiries
· Return photograph
· Inform husband and any other party likely to be disturbed
· Cancel missing persons circulations/media interest
· Visit MRS ROBERTS FACE-TO-FACE
· Advise Mrs Roberts about what she might do in the future (contact police)
· Cancel all searches etc
· Return all paperwork (including write-off) back to file for further reference
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