OBSERVATION / FIELD NOTES

Record 1
	Date and time, year group:26/9/22 9:40am 
Year 1

	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

When we entered the classrom the children were all sitting on the carpet while the teacher explained the tasks for the day. The classroom were to complete their ‘Rainbow Challenges’. There are 6 challenges in total, including : Numeracy, Literacy, Creative, Funky Fingers, Small World and Movement. All of the challenges are colour coded and when a child has finshed a challenge they can put the colour stick of the challenge in their pots. Each challenge was all based around the theme of a farm/animals. For example, for Movement the children had to play ‘Duck, Duck, Goose’ and for Creative they had to paint a pebble and turn it in to a Ladybird. By the end of the week the children have to complete 4 challenges to receive a smiley face and 6 to receive a special sticker. 

The classroom enironment was very busy as the pupils were all spilt into seperate groups and were all doing different challenges at the same time. Therefore it was difficult for the teacher to keep an eye on all of the children, to ensure they were on task, at once. However, the aim of the task was to promote independant learning and the teacher could keep up with what tasks they had done by looking in their individual pots. 


	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident(the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

One of the children who I will now refer to as Child A was being repeatedly disruptive to the class. After being asked several times by the teacher to behave, Child A was sent to sit with one of the teaching assistants.

When the children were sent off to complete their challenges, Child A’s group was put in the Small World section. The children were instructed to create their own farm out of the materials given, these included Lego, cereal, toy farm animals etc.  At the start of the task Child A was on task, they were even instructing other children what to do. However, this shortly ended as Child A did not want to share with the other children and soon became uninterested in the task. Instead of helping to build a farm the child used the Lego to build a spaceship. In showing the teacher the spaceship, she mistook it for a tractor. Later on, in the lesson the teacher used Child A’s example of the ‘tractor’ when retelling the other children what sort of things they could be making to incorporate into their farm. This use of positive reinforcement did not change the child’s behaviour in the class. The child kept on being disruptive when the teacher was trying to talk, so much so that the teacher had to go over to him and speak to him personally. The teacher wanted the children to tidy up, but Child A did not want to take apart his Lego creation, when the teacher tried to tell them that they could put it in the tray still made up the child still would not listen to what she was saying even though it benefited them. The teacher kept the child sat next to her for the remainder of the lesson to keep an eye on them. When going out to lunch Child A did not want to seem to leave the classroom and would not follow the rest of the children, ending up with one of the teacher assistants having to escort him out. 

	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be “under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

After the lesson we asked the teacher about Child A and she explained that they were a new student and had come from Nigeria. She explained that they don’t know much about the child as of yet. It could be that their distruptive behaviour is due to them being new and trying to gain some attention from the teacher and their peers, however there could be additional factors also. 

Some areas of research that could be considered for this critical incident are behaviour mangement in terms of how the teacher dealt with the child in a class setting and individually. There could also be avenues where I look at what moving schools does to a childs behaviour and how we can best help them to intergrate into their new school. Not only moving to a new school but I could also look at the effects of children moving countries and entering into to schools that have a completely differenet culture and school system to what they are used to. 

	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)

The classroom was a very busy environment and it was the first lesson of the day so the children seemed to be full of energy. It is worth noting that the children were all performing different tasks so it was easy for them to go off and do what they pleased without the teacher noticing. The directions were made very clear by the teacher and were revised several times, some children made an effort to complete their tasks after break after the teacher had introduced more elements into it, e.g glueing lolly pop sticks on to paper in order ot create fences for their farm as part of their small world challenge. However, Child A still did not participate in this.

































Record 2
	Date and time, year group: 27/9/2022 Year 4
10:50 

	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

This lesson took place after break time, firstly the students finished a maths task that they had started before their break. The task was to count pieces of recylcing on a sheet and write them up in a tally chart to create bar graphs. After the children had finished the task the teacher introduced what the next lesson would entail. The lesson was based around Speech bubbles as a part of Literacy. 


	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident (the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)
The teacher asked the students if they have heard of the song ‘What does the fox say?’, many of the children responded that they had. The teacher brought up the JustDance video of the song on the screen and showed them that there were speech bubbles throughout the video. The teacher played the video and encouraged the children to get up and dance along with the video but only if they wanted to. 

The teacher explained to us that the children sometimes struggled to focus during literacy lessons so doing a fun activity at the start of the lesson helped them to warm up and have them expell the rest of their playful energy. Most of the pupils enjoyed the dance video, however some of them said that they found it embarrassing. 

After the pupils had finished the dance the teacher introduced the next activity, ‘dough disco’. The teacher asked all of the pupils to go and get a pot of playdough each. The pupils were to follow along with the disco video and copy the actions. The actions included rolling the dough in their hands and pressing into it with their fingers. 

The two tasks seemed to work very well as the pupils worked extremely well throughout the literacy lesson. 

	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

I think that the areas of exploration will be to look into brain breaks and using different types of breaks to help the pupils to focus on their lesson effectively. It will be interesting to see the effects of breaks that include physical activity to pupils academic achievement. 

I think another area to research will be physical literacy and how physical activity during class times can benefit the development of physical literacy within children. 

	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)

The pupils had a busy morning as there were two classes put in to one as their teacher was in a meeting. The pupils settled down extremely well after the other class had left and I think that the activities completed helped them to do this. 







Record 3
	Date and time, year group:


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

This critical incident took place in a year 2 class. The class were all doing a variety of tasks in different groups. Some of activies included reading, crafts, yoga, maths games. These task were all a part of their rainbow challenges for the week. Each group worked on a carousel of learning and had to complete all activies by the end of the week to receive a star. 

The classroom environment was very lively as there were alot of different activies going on, however all of the pupils seemed to be on task and working to the best of their ability. 

	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident (the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

The teacher was with one group of pupils doing a literacy task. During the week, the pupils were studying the book ‘The Bog Baby’. The pupils that were sat with the teacher were doing a task where they had to look at a picture from the book and write 3 things that they could see in the picture, 3 things they thought about the picture and 3 things that they wonder about the picture. 

The teacher was sitting with one of the pupils and marking their work with them. The pupils had to pick out 2 things that they thought they had done well in their work and 1 thing they could work on. This was described as 2 stars and a wish. 

The teacher explained that she gets the pupils to choose their own targets so that they are involved in their own learning and can see their progress for themselves. 

	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

The avenues of research for this critical incident could be learners leading their learning and how getting the pupils to be involved in the process of their own learning can benefit their progress. 

Another avenue of research could be assessment for learning strategies and assessment of learning. 

	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)

After talking through the work with teacher, the pupil could notice some of the mistakes in their work and create the target for themselves. 







