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[bookmark: _Toc1976794311]Chapter One: Introduction
[bookmark: _Toc417220953]1.1 Background and Rationale 
People have been interested in the genre of True Crime (TC) for centuries, evolving and changing with the evolution of technology. Even though it has been around for over 400 years, the growing choice of where to watch these have come with a new and wider audience, however, there has been speculation there may be a difference in the consumption of TC between male and females. TC can be a harmless watch, however there may be countless reasons behind the obsession (Roberts, 2019). 
TC is a genre that explores real-life crimes, including serial killings and murders. People can engage the genre of TC many ways. This could be through a book, show or any other means of storytelling, explaining a real-life incident into crimes involving real people and real scenarios (Seltzer, 2007). 
It has become apparent that the younger generations are becoming obsessed with this choice of genre. There is also some research to state that women are more likely to be drawn to the stories of serial killers and criminals - whether the reasons are to learn life skills in case they are ever in a similar situation, they can relate, or whether there are psychological reasons (Vicary, 2010). Whilst, for many, being interested in TC stays a harmless hobby, it is important to note that some viewers who watch TC may experience negative effects and outcomes which may be the start of something more sinister (Miller, 2021). Long term effects of having a morbid curiosity into the minds of killers and criminals may influence them negatively and this could be a connection between a rise in actual crime (Surette, 2017). 
According to Michallon (2022), TC has relevance within today's society. Apart from the entertainment and the thrill of listening to podcasts, it helped to raise questions that were worth asking, it confronted listeners and showed the harrowing truth behind the wrongful convictions. 
Looking at statistics and reviews on platforms, it will also be identified whether there was a certain time that TC evolved. It would be interesting to look at any spikes within TC documentaries throughout the recent Covid-19 pandemic. This may be down to people not wanting to watch happy films in a time of devastation, or whether it was out of boredom (Demopoulos, 2020). 
Exploring the demographics of these shows, this report will investigate whether there are any areas where they are more popular, any ages and to what gender. Many recent studies have shown that this genre of shows have been more popular to women. The reasons why women are so fascinated by this topic may include social and psychological perspectives, including having a higher empathy than men and more curiosity into the minds and background of criminals (Browder, 2006). It has also been shown that ‘female rage’ may have had an impact. Cultural perspectives which may have an influence will also be explored (Gordon, 2021). 
There is a problem within the issues regarding TC today and its surrounding the people who have been victims, together with secondary victims, and how the effects of making a TV show about the incidents, could be triggering for them. Also, some of the most popular TC TV shows have not got permission or even offer a warning to the families and the victims about the possible distress it may cause and the outcomes that are often experienced because of this, including triggers of Post traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) (Flynn, 2022). 
With the rise of TC TV shows within the past recent years, there has been quite an uproar into people thinking TC is glamorised. This is worth looking into in more depth to find out what people think, including both of those who are fans and those who are not. When making these programmes and films about TC, it is known that the actors playing these parts are often attractive and some are even sexualised (Cooper, 2019). 
Within the research of literature reviews, this research project will also go deeper into the issues regarding this and if the sensationalisation of such crimes could cause copycat crimes or give the offenders of these crimes an unhealthy amount of fame or prosperity. It has been widely reported that when these people who commit these atrocious crimes go to prison, they often attract fans. In some situations, comic books get made and people send in fan mail, love-letters, along with money or pictures (Smith, 2022). 
[bookmark: _Toc1212829203]1.2 Aims and Objectives 
[bookmark: _Toc2040759130]1.2.1 Aim 
“A comparative analysis of men and women's perceptions of TC” 
[bookmark: _Toc630855243]1.2.2 Objectives 
· Compare differences in opinions between men and women in relation to TC 
· Explore the portrayal of gender roles in TC and how they correlate to real-world victimisation 
· Investigate the media's role in glamorising TC
[bookmark: _Toc1037182996]1.3 Method and Timescales 
To support this research, there will be a questionnaire consisting of approximately fifteen questions relating to the TC genre. The questionnaire will cover gender and age brackets, together with a focus on discovering people's perception on TC while also linking to the objectives posed within this research. This research will look at a mixed method approach. There will be questionnaires formed with a multitude of questions regarding the research question which will be shared via the snowball method (Geddes et al, 2019). Another area of research that would be helpful towards the final conclusion is to look at reviews of TC podcasts/shows through Spotify or Amazon for example to further back up or argue against the conclusive point.
The aim is for the questionnaire to be finished by the 31st of January 2023 and to be available for participants to fill out. This will be done by a snowball sampling method (Geddes et al, 2019) and is aimed to be open for four weeks via a link to access online and to be closed on the 21st of February 2023. This will allow to get the right number of participants to take part within this questionnaire. This will be done because it will give enough time for the snowball sampling to work without rushing the participants and gives them plenty of time to take part when is right for them. This is important as rushed answers may not be reliable (Patten, 2016).














[bookmark: _Toc280058211]Chapter 2 - Literature Review 
“A comparative analysis of men and women's perceptions of TC.” 
[bookmark: _Toc1615327038]2.1 Introduction
 The purpose of this literature review is to compare and analyse the perceptions of TC in men and women. This will be done by looking in depth in three areas. Firstly, consideration will be had as to who is most likely to watch TC and the reasons for this. It will also show the gap in literature regarding men’s opinions on TC. The correlation between women's perception of TC and real-world victimisation and the impact of the media in glamorising TC will also be considered.
[bookmark: _Toc1251594350]2.2 The male and females' perception of TC
When looking into demographics, both men and women are interested in the genre of TC. TC can be a way for both genders to be in a safe environment such as their home and has been likened to being a fan of horror movies. The TC stories people are watching can be a way to overcome fears by triggering the ‘flight or fight’ response and provides a structure for the violence that can become a reality for some (Johnson, 2020). 
The University of Derby shows that it is women who engage in TC more. This was done by showing that 70% of TC reviews on Amazon were reviewed by women (University of Derby, 2020). This is further backed up by Kerestly (2021) in her research where a survey was conducted, and it was shown that women consumed more TC than men (see Appendix One).
Monroe (2019) has shared some opinions on why she thinks women are the more likely audience for TC. She goes on to say how a reason may be that this genre, whether it be a podcast, television show or movie, can allow women to converse and explore individually the topic of vulnerability. This could allow females to read the stories of TC, in particular violence against women to process and understand their own anxieties (Conroy, 2019). 
This is backed up by the personal opinions showed by Lira (2020) who says when she first found her love of TC, a contributing factor of this was being able to openly talk about personal anxieties. An example of this is locking doors and making sure no one was hiding in her car as she got in and it was refreshing to hear comparable stories of women on TC fandom pages. 
It is also shown how females have a higher empathy level than men (Angantyr et al, 2011) and how this could be a contributing factor towards women indulging into the genre of TC. This is because women may be able to have more compassion and empathy for the victims while they are watching and want to see how things end and hope for a happy ending (University of Derby, 2020). 
It is shown through Coplan et al (2011) that empathy is a life trait that most people have that benefits us by helping us to be moral. However, women are seen to be more empathic and nurturing due to social constructs. Singer et al (2006) showed this by his own research. This involved men and women observing criminals receiving an electric shock. The brain activity of the male and female participants was examined, and the findings showed a higher empathy level among women. This shows that women are more empathetic, even towards people who do wrong. This could lead to women wanting to watch more TC as they may feel sympathy for all who get hurt (Schulenberg, 2021). 
Vulnerability can happen to anyone, men or women, and within the pandemic everyone felt more vulnerable. It has been said that with Covid rising everyone's vulnerability, TC was an escape to get more of an order and understanding of how the minds of criminal's work. When looking at this point in relation to the perceptions of TC people have, it can give them a good sense of how the world works, however, too much may make them overly cautious of the world they live in (Rutledge, 2021). 
However, there has been some research to say that this could be biased as Murley (2008) explains this genre usually picks cases where it involved white females. This could a be reason it appeals more to women. This could explain the biased nature of this and show how the idea of TC is not basing their shows on the crimes against men as the market preference is more towards women. Statistics from Office of National Statistics (2021) could go to prove this point as they explain that in the year ending March 2020, 40% of violent crime victims were female and 60% were male, however the TC genre does not reflect this.
When looking at men's perceptions and opinions of TC, it is evident that there are gaps within the literature. There are some sources suggesting men do make up some of the demographics of the TC genre through The University of Derby (2020). This states, women make up 70% of reviews of TC books on amazon, suggesting 30% are males. There is little to no sources that explain why men may like this genre and their opinions and the reasons behind why they may watch it. As stated above that women may enjoy this genre for numerous reasons such as life skills (Lira, 2020) or empathy (Schulenberg, 2021), there is not similar reasons or research done for men's opinions. 
[bookmark: _Toc1481492440]2.3 Gender roles within the TC genre and real-world victimisation
There are many ways in which TC is presented to its viewers, for example television shows, podcasts, forum posts and books. The use of visual technology such as television shows has been found to have a significant impact on victims of crime. Some viewers may find the idea of TC to be exploiting to the victims suffering, as when these shows are made, they do not have a say in the media coverage (Horeck, 2019). The Depp v Heard trial that was aired for everyone to see has since been made into a movie and has been very quickly made to please all who were engrossed. This can be seen as quite insensitive as it sheds light to all viewers surrounding addiction struggles and trauma (Heritage, 2022). This may influence women's perceptions of TC in many ways. Firstly, as previously said surrounding females being perceived as more empathetic and nurturing (Löffler 2021), this could lead to female viewers more likely to want to watch the outcome and feel compassion towards the victims and those involved, along with following people they may look up to as actors and people.
George Gerbner proposed the Cultivation Theory in the 1960s. The idea of this theory was people's realities of the world being shaped by the television they choose to watch and how when an individual sees different values and opinions repeatedly, they could be easily incorporated into their life (Vicary et al, 2017). Television shows and movies that are shown on any streaming devices are open to anyone who can access this, therefore can reach a wider audience, including age, gender and where people live (Morgan et al, 2015). 
Bleakley (2018) describes how the idea of the Cultivation Theory's idea that watching more violent shows may increase violent behaviour in the person watching. It has shown that repeated exposure to violent media such as TC or video games can have psychological effects and increased aggression. Numerous hypotheses have been put to the test to show these effects. A model that is commonly used to help show how media increased violent behaviour is the bio-social-cognitive model, the general aggression model. This model is a broad and centralising framework to help understand aggression. It will look at and consider biological factors as well as personality, social, cognitive and development factors (Anderson et al, 2018).
The media is fuelling the stories and portraying women as vulnerable from TC stories to any other forms of entertainment. Women are rightly angered by this as it desensitises this violence against women while dehumanising women, and this can shape young minds into thinking it is the norm. Not only this however; the idea of crime is also now being shown in pornography where violence against women is also being used (Vera-Gray, 2021). 
There are some contrasting arguments shown against this portrayal that violent behaviour is made by the media's portrayal of violence. The National Library of Medicine (2009) suggests that even with research explaining TC and similar media may contribute to aggressive behaviour, it cannot be the main cause. In 2022, the National Library of Medicine further explained, by saying, when looking at aggression, it is important to note there are multiple reasons it may be happening like biological, such as genetics. This shows an argument against how watching TC can affect people and victimisation in the real world (National Library of Medicine, 2022).
Loukaitou-Sideris (2014) has showed that when looking at perceptions of victimization, it is women who are more fearful of becoming a victim. However, the Office of National Statistics (2021) has shown that it is men who are more likely to become the victim of a violent crime. This is further shown by Callanan (2015) who also explain even though this is the case, females are more likely than men, to be the victims of a sexual assault. 
This can be linked to the “shadow hypothesis” by Warr (1984) which explains this fear of crime may be down to the fear of being sexually victimised. This would explain the idea that women like to watch TC to deal with emotions and anxieties of what could happen to them and a way to deal with feeling vulnerable (Conroy, 2019). Due to the media's coverage of females within TC media Murley (2008) could explain why women are more fearful to be victimised in real life as it is being repeatedly shown on a popular genre watched mostly by women in a wide audience. 
[bookmark: _Toc879350129]2.4 Glamorisation in TC 
TC has a wide audience, however, some of the fans may cross over to have more of a morbid curiosity and unhealthy obsession with TC. This could manifest in a way of wanting to personally connect with the criminals who have been convicted and get to know them through fan mail (Smith, 2022).
[bookmark: _Int_eR03yq3g]Another way the media portrays TC in an unethical way, is making the criminal's look more appealing, taking away from the awful crimes they have committed. This is shown by Broll (2018) in his research where he confirms this is what is happening by using the Ted Bundy case. This is shown through the Netflix show “Extremely Wicked, Shockingly Evil and Vile”. The writers of this show had not portrayed Bundy as “vile” as they’re left out horrific life details such as necrophilia and used a well-known, good-looking man to play the part which gave Ted Bundy more of a familiar pleasant face. 
This would make these shows more appealing to women as they will know the face and then make connections between the actor and murderer. This is further shown by Dubey (2022) who has a similar argument which says, these shows and films can draw in females by casting actors such as Evan Peters, who is well known for playing roles where fans had developed an infatuation due to his previous roles and has now been casted for playing Jeffery Dahmer. 
Even with these statements saying it is wrong to draw the viewers in using these actors, there is a reason behind using them. For example, as Ted Bundy being portrayed by Zac Efron. This caused commotion, due to the risk of people romanticising the killers. However, Bundy was a charismatic man who was educated and liked among fellow acquaintances. This shows the link between TC media and real life, even when it is not a favoured idea (McMahon, 2019). Ted Bundy, while on death row, received extensive letters and fan mail and even had numerous women visiting him while he was incarcerated due to having an attraction to him, despite of the things he had done (Isenburg, 2021). 
Some similar arguments were shown by Williams (2021), saying how an attractive man was again used to play a rapist who was violent and killed women. This caused uproar; however, some people were defending this as within this TV show, it does show viewers the horrid crimes, some people were explaining how it outweighs this as the detective is a female and this was a feminist way of thinking. 
In some cases, a morbid curiosity with TC may extend to people wanting to seek further contact with the convicted criminals. This could be due to the media’s portrayal of these criminals which makes them more appealing to want to talk to. These correspondents can vary from initial communication to detailed love letters, in an attempt to form a relationship. This was the case with Doreen Lioy who sent love letters to serial killer Richard Ramirez, and later they both got married (Kenady, 2022). 
[bookmark: _Toc1175057169]2.5 Conclusion 
In conclusion, the research found women are seen as more of a fan of TC due to their more empathetic and nurturing nature (Coplan et al, 2011), which has even been scientifically proven (Singer et al, 2006). However, there is an obvious gap within literature surrounding men's opinions on TC. It is shown that men do watch or read TC. However, there is an excessive number of personal opinions on why women like to read it, whether this be to show their own anxieties or get any life tips on how to stay away from the violence of women that is so heavily portrayed within the media (Johnson, 2020). Through the rest of this research there will be questionnaires to fill this gap within the literature surrounding men's opinions on TC and why they may be a fan, or not.



[bookmark: _Toc863855230]Chapter 3 - Methodology 
[bookmark: _Toc649853307]3.1 Introduction
The objective of this study is to compare and analyse the perceptions of TC in men and women. It will compare differences in opinions between genders and explore the portrayal of gender roles in this genre and how they correlate to real-world victimisation. It will investigate the media’s role in glamorising TC and discuss the ethical issues surrounding this.
The objectives of this research are split into three side topics. There is to compare differences in opinions between men and women in relation to TC, to explore the portrayal of gender roles in TC and how they correlate to real-world victimisation and to investigate the medias' role in glamorising TC.
[bookmark: _Toc1037111968]3.2 Philosophy  
Tamminen (2020), explains that research philosophy must be the starting point of a study, and means that the research that is being undertaken is carried out with a set of beliefs or assumptions about the chosen topic.
The main approach that will be used is interpretivist approach. This type of research is developed on the meanings and interpretations people give to certain areas. This could be how people have different opinions on TC and their different perceptions of the genre (Burdine et al, 2020).
 The advantages to using this approach is that it allows researchers to focus to the different individual's and their own experiences and gives an insight to each individual and allows to be studied at a greater level of depth. Through questionnaires, this allows people to say what they think, and cannot be scientifically studied and gives a unique understanding, which gives it a higher level of validity (Thorne, 2020). 
However, there are some limitations that arise with this type of approach. For example, this type of approach through the means of a questionnaire may become biased as the questions may be leaded or highly influenced, resulting in a lack of validity. It also may have a much smaller scale and due to this interpretivist studies may not be able to be generalised to the wider population, whether this be gender, age or area (Williams, 2016). 
[bookmark: _Toc1558318935]3.3 Approach 
Within this research the approach that would be used is an inductive approach. With this type of approach, it starts with a set criteria and hypotheses and then this will help to enable the different patterns and themes from the data (Daellenbach, 2018).
This approach is beneficial to this study as it will allow the research to be as flexible as possible as there is no set or pre-determined conclusion, and this will also allow for change and new theories to come about as time goes on. Despite that, there are some critics about this approach however, where if observations or questionnaires are not filled out truthfully or not completed in time then the conclusion will be incorrect or biased (Kiger, 2020). 
[bookmark: _Toc2126879814]3.4 Research strategy 
The chosen research methods that will be used to collect data is a questionnaire. The questionnaire will have both open and closed questions to ensure a range of data can be collected. It will include multiple choice answers and text box options so the answers can be more detailed. There are numerous reasons why this chosen research strategy is beneficial to this study.
The open questions on the questionnaire will open a range of benefits. It will allow the researcher to have a detailed answer and to make sure all relevant issues are covered. It gives a unique answer that shows personal opinions on the chosen topic, which could give answers that may not have been thought of. Nevertheless, this strategy does have its limitations, including lack of clarity for the answers that have been given. The researcher may not fully understand what the participants point was which could lead to some inconsistencies within the final analysis of data (O’Cathain et al, 2004).
To make the most out of a questionnaire it can be important to also use closed questions. These questions would be quick to answer and mostly easily understood. It can also be helpful during the analysis of data, as it can improve the consistency of answers. With this being said, it is important to understand that if the specific question is in the form of a multiple choice, it may not have an answer the participant wants to choose and may also be quite leading (Nayak, 2019). 
[bookmark: _Toc27173642]3.5 Methods
The chosen method to use is a mixed method approach. This was the chosen strategy as it would allow me to use both qualitative and quantitative data as then I would have a range of information to help conclude the main aim. Qualitative data would mean I would have some detailed information on the opinions of men to fill the gap and would have more detailed information. This could be in the form of a text box where the information from this could be analysed to show any other outcomes or reasons for why men watch TC, and how different or similar this is to women's perceptions. This will help to add context to the answers. However, the cons of this are the data received would not have information that would let me analyse it statistically. As qualitative data can be used in forms of open questions this may also be time consuming due to the detailed answers given (Flick, 2014).
From the data collected there will also be quantitative data as this will help to make statistics and put them in the form of graphs. This is beneficial as it helps to visualise the data collected and helps to present the data concisely. This will also help with the facts when looking at the participants age and gender. It is important to use a mixed method approach so that even though researchers would not get a full understanding with just quantitative data, they have the qualitative data to fully understand people's opinions (Slutsky, 2014).
[bookmark: _Toc1393669674]3.6 Time Horizons 
This research is a cross sectional study which will mean that it will collect data from numerous individuals at the same time (Thomas, 2022). The purpose of this type of study is that it will enable lots of data at one point and is time and cost efficient. It also allows to answer multiple questions and can help analyse each person's answers and help to disprove or prove the posing questions (Setia, 2016). A suitable time horizon is necessary so that the research is completed before the deadline. However, there are some disadvantages of this type of study. As the timing of this study is limited it may cause not enough information if it was done over a longer period (Rivers, 2021).
[bookmark: _Toc1917588818]3.7 Data Collection
There will be questionnaires that will be shared with the public of South Wales, these questionnaires will be formed with a multitude of questions regarding the main research question which will be shared via a social media platform and will be open to around 100 participants, 50 male and 50 female. It will have 50 male participants as this will help to fill the gap in literature and 50 females will help to answer the main aim of comparing men and women's perceptions of TC. This would help to get statistics and analyse the data. This is good as there will be a range of data to analyse to fully conclude the main aims, also help to conclude the objectives through the primary research by asking related questions and will help to fill the gap within the literature.
The questionnaires will be sampled with the snowball sampling technique and will be done by recruiting people to take part within the study and then the link will be shared socially. This will allow the questionnaire to reach a wider audience in comparison to being shared on a social media platform where not everyone may have access. It will be time and cost friendly and allow time for all research to be completed in the specific time horizons (Geddes et al, 2019).
When all data is collected, it will be stored and analysed using Survey Planet using the pie charts and graphs made. This way the information is all stored on one online website. This is good as no information will be lost. It is also a secure option as even though there will be an option to remain anonymous, if any personal data is there, the web page will be password protected. This is useful way to store and look at data as it will be less time consuming and easy to learn (Clarke, 2022). This is beneficial in this study as there is a short time horizon. 
[bookmark: _Toc1697469596]3.8 Limitations, Reliability and Validity 
When planning the research there are some limitations that may arise. Firstly, it needs to be made sure that there is enough data collected when it is time to analyse and move on the next step. To combat any of these problems, it is necessary to make sure that the questionnaires are done in time and are available to a wide audience. If this is not done, then there may be more females answering than men or vice versa, this may cause the research to become biased and not accurate. By closely monitoring the questionnaires it can be made sure that there is the same number of answers from both genders. The access to the questionnaires can also be shared via a link, the participants can also share this with people they think are suitable to answer the questions.
When looking at the research strategy there may be things that could go wrong. As this will be accessed via the internet it may not be as reliable as not everyone will have the means to access. This could be tackled, if this problem does arise, the questionnaire could be printed out and passed around if needed. 
[bookmark: _Toc707576874]3.9 Ethical Considerations 
Ethical considerations need to be considered in any study's and this refers to how appropriate it is to keep in mind the rights of individuals who become a part of this study (Resnik, 2020). 
As proposed by UWTSD any academic research also must adhere to this organisation's ethical standards and guidelines (University of Wales Trinity St Davids, 2022). This research has been approved by the research supervisor as met the ethical standards and polices. At the start of the questionnaire there will also be a declaration stating the nature of the questions and if anyone does not want to participate, they can leave it. It will explain how this will be speaking about TC and the sensitive topics that may arise with this. This will protect everyone that may be triggered so it keeps everyone safe. To further make this research more ethical there will only be adults allowed to participate and end with a thank you message also stating that there are resources available if anyone has been affected by any sort of crime, Victim support (Victim support, 2023). 
[bookmark: _Toc1126494487]3.10 Conclusion 
In summary, the research will mainly be carried out via a questionnaire on an internet platform which will be available to get an even ratio of men and women over the age of 18. The questions will help to fill gaps within the literature and to answer the main aim and objectives. When moving on to the next chapter, data analysis, these answers will be analysed to help critically evaluate and find the answers posed. There may be problems or limitations that may arise that has been addressed within this chapter and different approaches to tackle these will be done.



[bookmark: _Toc119434588]Chapter 4 - Data Analysis 
[bookmark: _Toc1670247775]4.1 Introduction
This chapter will investigate the findings from the primary research carried out to provide the public's perception of TC. It will also show the deeper meanings into specific differences in opinions between genders, the portrayal of gender roles within the genre and how these relate to real world victimisation and the medias' role in glamorising TC. When this data has been analysed, it will also consider the points made within the literature review to prove or disprove statements and expand points. 
[bookmark: _Toc304674597]4.2 Gender and age 
I am wondering whether to just add screenshots of gender and age and say “The following image’s from questionnaire shows the gender and age from all 63 participants”
When looking at the data presented, gender is a key factor to consider due to the nature of the main aim. There were 63 participants in total - this has given sufficient feedback to analyse even though the original aim of 100 participants was not met. The gender ratio was a split of 41.3% male and 58.7% female. This will help to give a full understanding of each gender's opinion. The fact that there have been fewer male participants may give an understanding of why there is a gap within the literature, as this may show men are less likely to want to undertake a questionnaire in something they are not fully invested in. 
Another demographic factor was added to this questionnaire to show the range of ages. 28.6% of participants were within the age bracket 18-24, 19% within 25-34, 20.6% within 35-44, 14.3% within 45-54 and 17.5% were 55+. 
[bookmark: _Toc406760467]4.3 Research data analysis 
This data will be reviewed on Survey Planet which provides clear and precise data in the form of pie charts for the quantitative data together with the qualitative data which is straightforward. 
[bookmark: _Toc1728608590]4.4 Questionnaire feedback
The questions numbered 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8 will firstly be analysed to correlate with objective number 1, which relates to the comparison in opinions between men and women in relation to TC. Primarily, there was a question to determine if everyone knew what the TC genre was. 100% of the participants answered ‘yes’. This is important to note as, if the participants did not understand what the genre of true crime was, then the answers could be biased.
Q4
[image: ]
Question 4 was asking whether the participants are a fan of the TC genre. It was posed as a multiple-choice question on a scale of 1 to 10, 1 being that they hate this genre and 10 being that it is their favourite. When analysing the data, it was shown that an overall 34.5% of males answered a 5 or below, as opposed to only 27% of females.
This further backs up points from the literature as it shows both genders enjoy this genre - however, it shows that females favour this genre more than males. It is important to note from the primary research that the data did not show a big gap in the percentage - therefore, if more males were to take part in this questionnaire, the data may change. Even so, this could indicate that men were less likely to want to partake as the topic of TC genre was not of interest to them.
Q5
[image: ]Question 5 was to gauge how often the participants view this genre per month. When comparing the answers, it was shown that one female had chosen to answer that they watch TC 10+ hours a month, and one male has answered ‘never’. This could go to show that women may watch this genre more than men every month. However, it also shows the same amount of male, and females answered that they watched TC 1-3 hours a month. 
Through the primary research and statistics drawn, this indicates that there is little evidence as to who watches TC more each month. This proves the statements made within the literature review as it was shown both male and females like to engage in the viewing of TC, but studies have shown that it may be females who consume it more. (Could I join this with the previous question analysis as it may be repeating the same)
Q6[image: ]
Question 6 posed the question ‘Why do you watch, listen or read to TC?’. There were multiple choices to choose from which can be found in Appendix 2. (Or should I list them? But I have no words left)
The main answer from both genders was that the reasoning for consuming this genre is that they find it interesting. The answers differ where the females who answered ’to have a sense of control’ is at 3.7%, whereas none of the male participants answered this question. This could link in with the secondary research found that stated the consumption of TC can ease a women's anxieties (Conroy, 2019), explore their own vulnerabilities, and have control (Monroe, 2019). 
The secondary research also states how women may enjoy this genre to a greater extent due to being more empathetic and to get survival tips in case they are ever presented with a similar situation (Antantyr et al, 2011; University if Derby, 2020). Females had a lower answer percentage for both answers and empathy and survival tips. This could show the gap within literature regarding men's opinions on TC is the same as women. It could also show that men are portrayed less as victims, when this is not the case (Office of National Statistics, 2021). 
Limitations? Same as question 4? Do I repeat myself again? 
Q7
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Question 7 asked the participants whether they thought the consumption of TC was different between males and female and if they thought a specific gender are more inclined to watch. The split was even with 58.7% of all participants answering ‘yes’ and 41.3% no. 
[image: ]Question 8 was to show the participants’ reasoning behind their answer to the question 7.  The majority thought that the TC genre is targeted more towards women. The common theme of responses to those who think it is women, talk more about the empathy of women, trying to understand why perpetrators do what they do and for awareness for themselves and for an escape and excitement. It also states how TC may more deeply affect women due to their perceived vulnerabilities. However, there were also a few points towards the glamourising of TC and how women may watch it due to the casting of attractive actors. These answers resonate with the findings in the literature review due to the thought of women being more empathetic and wanting to understand why people commit these crimes. It is also similar to the thought of women being seen as more vulnerable. 
Where it revealed that participants thought it was more aimed at males, it was shown that they thought it was down to the biological factors - that men are more aggressive and crave that more than women - and this may be down to men watching it more. Similarly, a further answer showed they thought men may be able to “stomach it more” than females. Those who answered no to question 7, either did not have an explanation or they thought it was directed to both genders. 
The questions 12 and 13 are to help bring a conclusion to the second objective, which looks at gender portrayal within TC and real-world victimisation. 
Q12
[image: ]Question 12 asked if the TC genre provides a true reflection and accurate gender portrayal as happens in real life. There were three choices which were: I think it portrays it well; I do not; and I think it‘s exaggerated. Out of all participants, 20 answered that it portrays it well, 11 answered it did not and 38 submitted an answer explaining why they thought it was exaggerated. Some participants did answer to two questions rather than just one, which shows the difference in the total number of answers from the total number of participants. 
A common theme shown is how TC genre focuses on females as the victims. This could be due to the media’s focus on this making false perceptions (Murley, 2008), even though this is not the case as previously stated. Some participants who answered that they do not think this have stated as shown above. 
Q13
[image: ]Question 13 asked ‘Do you think the ‘TC genre’ portrays real world victimisation accurately as it happens in real life and why?’ Out of all the participant's, there were 15 people who thought the gender was portrayed well, 20 thought it was not and the majority, 29, thought it to be exaggerated to be more interesting to watch. 
When looking at the answers, one participant explained how real-world victimisation is portrayed well, and this is beneficial as shown above. However, this contradicts the secondary research found as Vera-Grey (2021) stated how the media fuels the idea that women are vulnerable and how women are dehumanised. From the participants who thought it does not portray it well, it demonstrated that this may be due to the fact the victims are not usually a main focus. This has also been stated within the literature review where Horeck (2019) stated this may be the case. Lastly, the majority vote had a common theme. This was to expand the viewers and make it more engaging for them. This could be shown as stated previously regarding the Depp v Heard trial and the movie made quickly after, not thinking about the consequences it may have (Heritage, 2022). 
Some participants have talked about how this genre is based on ‘facts’ whereas some have explained it is dramatized. This could be a point to consider due to some participants thinking about different shows they may have watched, which could have influenced their answer.
The questions 9, 10, 11, 14, 15, 16 and 17 relate to objective three which looks into the glamourising of TC.
Q9 & Q10
[image: ]Question 9 asks if the focus on offenders generates empathy for these offenders. Only 14.3% answered Yes, 23.8% No and 61.9% answered Sometimes. To follow on this question, question 10 asked for their opinions on why they thought this. Those who answered Yes explained how empathy is something everyone has, and if presented with the explanations of a tragedy, such as a criminal's background, it is bound to have a sympathetic reaction. Even with this being a common theme and shown within the previous literature, the participants note how this does not mean that they ‘condone’ this behaviour. 
[image: ]
Those who answered ‘Maybe’ also had similar views to those who answered ‘Yes’. As shown below, the participants had a common theme of talking about the child version of the offender and how the focus on this and their ‘internal monologue’ generates the empathy in certain cases. This is something that was not mentioned within the literature review. 
Q11
[image: ]Question 11 asks whether the participants thought it a negative or positive thing in relation to their answers to the previous two questions. The split seems even, with most of the people who answered negative stating that those criminals who commit serious offences should not be gaining sympathy. Williams (2021) shows how in some TC TV shows, it shows the horrendous crimes for what they are, which does not gain sympathy for those who are committing them. 
Those who thought it to be a positive thing showed compassion for the child version of the criminal and says it can give an understanding into the minds of the offender and their overlooked trauma. This is an interesting and valid opinion that was not investigated within the literature review.
Q14
[image: ]
Question 14 asks whether TC glamourises offending and violence. 24 people answered Yes and 16 answered No. This backs up the literature previously talked about because most of the participants thinks TC is glamourised. Those who answered Yes explains how those casted are conventionally attractive and how this could be a factor to those who glamourise this.  
Those who answered No do not think there is a glamourised side because it shows the awful crimes and details of what happened. Even though this is the case, it has also been talked about within the answers that this could have the opposite effect of those who see a different side. This has been shown previously by Kenady (2022) who stated this infatuation with these offenders can lead to some people wanting to reach out and - the case of Doreen Lioy - getting married to serial killer Richard Ramirez. It was also mentioned how apart from the TC genre social media and gaming are also responsible for the glamourisation. As talked about previously, the cultivation theory says how people’s realities are being shaped by what they decide to watch and can be incorporated into their life (Vicary et al, 2017).
Q15
[image: ]
Question 15 asks participants if they think glamorising true crime through the portrayal of serial killers is a problem and why. The majority, 36 people, answered yes and the remaining thought it was not a problem. The reasoning given as to why it is a problem correlated to a lot of information found within the secondary literature. Those who said yes correlates with the research by Dubey (2022) who talked about the well-liked actors playing serial killers. Participants also said how people may become ‘obsessed’ and as above, influence people negatively and even attempt to ‘copycat’ their crimes. This was also shown by Smith (2022) earlier who said viewers may aspire to be like the criminals shown. However, those who answered ‘No’, argued the fact in the instance of Zac Efron being casted for Ted Bundy, it was casted well - McMahon (2019), argued the same. Another argument made was that this genre helps to show what really happened which does not glamourise true crime. However, as shown by Broll (2018), these shows do leave out some horrific details. 
Q16
[image: ]
Question 16 asks ‘Do you think the media is responsible for the accurate representation of offenders and why?’. 35 people had a reasoning for why they thought the media was responsible and 29 thought not. Some common themes were that the media have a duty of care, and it would be wrongful and hurtful to victims if they did not get it right. On the other hand, some participants disagreed due to the belief that it is the public’s responsibility to understand and make their own minds up as to whether to believe the media and have an understanding there are reliable sources and unreliable sources. This was touched upon within the literature review where Vera-Grey (2021) states how the media fuelling stories portraying women as vulnerable made women angry as this may not be the case.
Q17 
[bookmark: _Int_rA4P9sed][bookmark: _Int_eiHhBDka][image: ]The last question asked if they thought the media was responsible for the accurate representation of victims. 31 participants answered ’Yes and 33 answered ’No’. Most answers were similar to question 16. However, what differs here is on both answers the participants state the fact that the media are responsible in some ways regarding the impact it has on victims and their families. This was also shown within the literature review where it expressed how media coverage can have a significant impact on victims and their families and how they may not even get a say in what gets portrayed (Horeck, 2019). This could be a huge set back and backs up the points made by participants who say the media has a duty of care. 
[bookmark: _Toc715551381]4.5 Conclusion 
To conclude, chapter four has analysed the public’s opinions and differences surrounding the topic of true crime and has enabled the carrying out of research regarding the three research objectives as follows.
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In relation to your answers to the previous 2 questions, please state whether you think it is a positive or negative thing. (Please also specify what

Q11
answer you gave to Q9).

Essay

Date :

6days ago

Feb27

Feb27
Feb27
Feb27

Feb27

Feb27

Feb27

Answers

1 do not think true crime generates empathy for the criminal but can be a positive givibg people the insight into some peoples evil minds and
to avoid following the victims mistakes of being lured into the criminals traps.

I feel it would be to the person who find true crime Interesting rather than fictional can have a effect on real peoples lives. | don,t believe
there is a negative or positive, it depends on the Individual and there view on the crime

It's positive as it gives a view and opinion to people who may not know the story
Againi would say it differs with each case discussed, and the manner with whichit is discussed as well.
Does generate empathy - Positive.

Positive to show empathy towards others but the majority of empathy should be with victims. There is also a danger of over empathising
with an inherently bad person. Serial killers become almost anti heroes.

I think it is a negative thing, more emphasis should be placed on the victims

I believe that it is always important to get two sides of any story but ultimately, if a crime has been committed then the offender should be
punished.
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Date

Feb27

Feb27

Feb24

Feb 20

Feb 19

Feb 17

Feb 17

Feb 17

Feb 17

Does the true crime genre glamourise offending and violence and why?

Yes, because...

Using attractive actors to portray violent criminals

blank-

Sometimes is done to glamourise to get viewers

It might make some vulnerable people see the offender as a role model
- or ittrivialises real world murders

Alot of people are interested in it

it leaves people with the sense they can commit crimes and they will

have a NetFlix documentary made about them and be famous.

blank-

blank-

blank-

No, because...

thisisnt always the case though

iidon thtis it does because what they show us is factual and has
happened

blank-

blank-

blank-

blank-

That's a subjective opinion. It depends on the audience. To other

criminals maybe it does, but to the average person probably not

they usually choose to depict stories where justice has been served or
some form of reasonable punishment,.

it shows the graffic details of the crime and effects on the family and
community
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Do you think the media is responsible for the accurate representation of offenders and why?

Form

s Yes, because... No, because...

The media is not to be trusted wholeheartedly by its viewers. Viewers
have a responsibility to make their own minds up about the veracity of

media portrayals and the level of research and bias that went into

They have a duty of reporting factual information but are often led by th
em.

personal motives and fame.

Of course they are as otherwise things get misconstrued and people
wrongfully treated as the story/ happening hasn't been told accurately

infull It depends which source. If sources are reliable and have come from

different opinions and use factual information then they can be, but if

Many people believe what they see, hear, read in the media biased in any way or only using one source of information then no.
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Do you think the "true crime genre’ portrays real world victimisation accurately as it happens in real life and why?

Qs Form

Date

6days ago

Feb27

Feb27

Feb27

Feb27

Feb27

Ithink it portrays it well. why?

blank:

blank-

It's uses facts
if watching it documented by a professional
true crimer, then itis portrayed correctly as

not to offend anybody.

blank:

blank:

Ido not think it portrays it well. Why?

blank-

blank-

blank-

blank-

Absolutely not. It massively exaggerates the
risks each of us face day to day, especially
women.

blank-

Ithink they exaggerate it to make it more
interesting towatch. Why?

Sometimes true crimes can focus more on
race or gender to suit the narrative making
people think more of a race or gender as a
victim while each has its equal victimisation.

True crime is about fact which i would find
Interesting, as with films some people put
them selves in the film so could make them
feel differently

blank-

blank-

blank-

1 am unsure but again think they would
exaggerate.
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What could be some of the possible explanations for this, e.g. is true crime marketed more towards/at a particular gender or specific group?

Qs Essay
Date B Answers
Feb27 I think true crime is marketed more towards women e.g. using actors that are deemed as "good looking" to portray criminals
Feb27 older people seem to take more of an interest in the news/past news so will watch to expand current information or to find answers.
Feb24 I don't think true crime is marketed for a particular gender or group
Feb 20 I'm not really sure why but | think that more women like true crime
Feb 19 No not targeted to certain groups
Feb 17 | don't feel like it is marketed towards a specific gender.
Feb 17 Males. | feel males naturally have a more aggressive streak than females.
Feb 17 1just think it is down to the audience's preference
Feb 17 In my house it just down to personal choice.
Feb 17 Different types of crime interest different genders.

Feb 17 Women seek to try and understand people and what motivates them to act more
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Feb 16

Feb 16

Feb 16

Feb 13

Feb 13

Feb 13

Feb 12

Feb 12

Feb 12

Feb 12

Feb 12

blank-

blank-

blank-

blank-

Often based on true stories

Usually concentrate on male offenders and
male / female victims

blank-

blank-

Noidea
Not sure if the statistics but | think more
males offend so if true crime reflects this, then

it's accurate.

No

More women are victims.

blank-

blank-

blank-

blank-

blank-

I think it favours women more than men.

blank-

Noidea

blank-

As below.

More viewers and more
comments/discussion/media attention around
it.

Definitely to draw people in to watch.
marketing

I think it can sometimes be exaggerated, but
would like to think more recently it gives a
more accurate portrayal of victims compared
to previously

blank-

blank-

blank-

To gain the viewer & perceive people ina
certain way for being watching

Tosell aproduct

Sensationalism sells

Yes!! They want the views, it matters more
than anything else.
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Feb 16

Feb 15

Feb 13

Feb 12

Feb 12

Feb 12

Feb 12

Of responsibility to families

Same as above, they make the movies and shows soit's their
responsibility

Again, it needs tofit the story
blank
blank

1 have mixed feelings about this, as often the families of the victims do
not want the crime committed to their family member being re-created
for entertainment purposes, for example with the recent Netflix show
Dahmer, where apparently many of the victims' families were either
not told about it or were ignored when they said they didn't want it to
be made. However | feel that if the victims are going to be represented
then again it should be as true as possible

They're one of the bigger platforms that can reach out to the widest
audience so yes they should be responsible but they should still be
careful not to jepordise the victims families while doing so

blank-

blank-

blank-

Often alack of impact and the focus can be too great in the offender.

No

blank-

blank-
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Do you know what true crime is? (True crime genre is when a nonfiction literary, podcast, and film or any other entertainment source in which t"
author shows an actual crime and details the actions...
Multiple Choice

Choice : Total B

® VYes 26
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Feb 12

Feb 12

Feb 12

Feb 12

Feb 12

Feb 12

Feb 12

Feb 12

Feb 12

Feb 12

Feb 12

I'm not conscious that true crime is aimed at any particular gender

I feel that a lot more females watch true crime. There has been a huge push in the market towards true crime documentaries.

I think equal amounts of male and female watch true crime

Woman can probably sit there longer and get into it quicker.

I don't think that there would be a difference between the gender groups?

Females have better understanding and enjoy problem solving

No people like to watch different things

I think it's towards both gender equally

Women are more interested as they want to know what happens to the victims and their perpetrators.

Women may be more inclined to watch it as they relate to it more

I think women may be more sensitive than men as | think they may prefer reality
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Feb 13

Feb 13

Feb 13

Feb 12

Feb 12

Feb 12

Feb 12

Feb 12

Feb 12

Feb 12

I think it depends on how it's done and through what medium. I think

that documentary style media glamourises less as it is more factual and

truetolife, but recent TV programmes like the Ted bundy series and
the dahmer programme by casting men who are generally found to be
attractive can be used as a reason for people to watch it, as well as
people empathising or reacting in a different way because of who the
actor is compared to if it were more documentary style. However, with

cases where the killer was particularly charismatic so they want to cast

charismatic actors to portray them | can see the point, however | do
think you then run that risk of glamourising criminals through this
portrayal.

blank-

blank
blank
They use certain actors etc that people already like
Tosell aproduct
blank
Take Dahmer and Tes Bundy arguably two huge names both handsome
white men and you have a fan base fawning over a depiction of an
actual serial killer.

blank-

blank-

blank-

Not what I'm watching, but | think there is a lot of social.media, gaming
that glamourises violence

Don't view any glamorisation in true crime

I think the aim is to elicit understanding of why a crime is committed.

blank-

blank-

Ifit's true crime it reflects the gritty reality

It brings attention to the victims, makes you see how people can

become one

It shows the repercussions for the offender

This stuff happens and it shows what would happen if you were do do
something like that
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Do you think glamorising true crime through the portrayal of serial killers is a problem and why, e.g. Zac Efron being cast for the role of Ted Bundy N

Q15
because...?
Form
Date Yes, because... No, because...
6days ago | dont think theres anything wrong with a documentary for educational  -blank
purposes but to make a film is only for entertainment purposes and i
disagree with finding entertainment out of other peoples misfortunes.
Feb27 It makes the offender look like a hero blank:
Feb27 blank: They use these actors as people know them and are more likely to
watch the film.
Feb27 blank its more of the psychological mind of the serial killer.
Feb27 blank I don't think people can be glamorised into being a serial killer.
However, it is probably not very nice for the victims' families.
Feb27 it turns a serial killer into an icon and a kind of role model. blank:
Feb27 Gives a false interpretation of what the killers are actually like. blank:
Feb27 I have mixed feelings on this. See answer above.
Feb 26 It doesn't turn anyone off the idea. Sure, Ted Bundy was charming, but blank:

in reality he was the lowest of the low and shouldn't be given any more
consideration by the living. Through certain forms of these mediums,
criminals and their actions live on.
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Q10

Date

Feb27

Feb27

Feb 20

Feb 17

Feb17

Feb 17

Feb 17

Feb 17

Feb 16

Feb 16

Why do you think the focus of offenders within true crime generates empathy for the offender? If you answered ‘No’ to the previous question pleasg
skip.
Essay

B Answers
Possibly to try and elaborate on the wider causes that drive people to commit crimes? e.g. upbringing / economic reasons etc
it usually delves into a troubles childhood or a medical issus that is untreated or undiagnosed
Maybe to try and humanise the offender or maybe because people might find it more interesting
The way the documentary is portraying the criminals. The media give them the empathy they do not deserve IMO

It allows people to understand why the offender has acted in the way they have and sometimes they are victims themselves who need help
and support. If this had happened sooner, the crime may not have happened.

They sometimes show the poor up bringing the perpetrator had.

Excuses made for poor home life or past experiences

Focus on their backgrounds.

The true crime genre wants the reader or listener to explore/ask exactly what that criminal had gone through. Henry Wadsworth
Longfellow once said that “if we could read the secret history of our enemies, we should find in each man's life sorrow and suffering enough
todisarm all hostility.” He/she may have been treated unfairly by society. He/she has been given no love when he was young. He/she was

misunderstood for his/her life. The writer wants the reader to connect with the book and the character.

There is the need to understand the psychology of the offender. Some offenders are victims of their own families/social environments.
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Qs Form

Date

6days ago

Feb27

Feb27

Feb27

Feb27

Feb27

Feb27

Feb27

Yes, because...

blank-

glamorising true crime
Itis there job to give us the truth.

blank-

they are meant to reflect the real world and not just an idea of it.

people have a unassuming trust in the media to be accurate.

Yes, they have a duty of care for the public

They have a duty of reporting factual information but are often led by
personal motives and fame.

Do you think the media is responsible for the accurate representation of offenders and why?

No, because...
No because they make lies and over exaggerate to sell more papers and
the media are false alot of the time and word atricles to suit their
agenda.

blank-

blank-

the media has a horrible tendency to fabricate a lot of details to make it
worst or bigger than it actually is.

blank-

blank-

blank-

N/A
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Ithinkit portrays it well. why?

Not sure if the statistics but | think more
males offend so if true crime reflects this, then
it's accurate.

Females are the more vulnerable gender
genetically

I do not think it portrays it well. Why?

While it's true that women are generally
moreso the victims of repeat offenders like
serial killers and rapists, who are often the
subjects of the true crime genre, men are
somewhat underrepresented because they
are more often the victims of personal crimes
and homicide.

Ithink they exaggerate it to make it more
interesting to watch. Why?

to feeds natural desire to solve and to show
the darkest side of someone

They add bits in to make the story more visual
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What could be some of the possible explanations for this, e.g. is true crime marketed more towards/at a particular gender or specific group?

@@ Essay
Feb27 Allaccording of individual case that is being discussed, some men might be able to stomach watching most types of crimes, but for women it
could be hard i its any type of abuse discussed.
Feb27 Men more likely to prefer visual gratuitous violence i.e action films whereas women prefer the concept of it. Also, true crime preys on the
fears of violence towards women, which is probably more appealing to a female audience.
b 17 ‘maybe women are more alert to certain crimes because they have to think about them more as they're vulnerable in certain situations
Feb16 I find women watch more, probably as women are more sympathetic and may also be looking for survival tips.
Feb12 Ithink men naturally crave violence more than women

Feb17 Women seek to try and understand people and what motivates them to act more
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Feb 17

Feb 16

Feb 16

Feb 16

Feb 16

Feb 16

Feb 16

Feb 16

Feb 16

Feb 13

Feb 13

Feb 13

Feb 12

Feb 12

Feb 12

Unsure as to why. | would assume its more appealing to women. Maybe because of the story and emotional element.

‘Women have

Men and Women may watch True Crime for different reasons e.g. Social/emotional reasons, an interest in psychology and criminology, for
job/career purposes, personal safety etc.

I don't feel it's targeted towards a certain gender, but | find it a lot more interesting than my partner, brother etc

1 don't have an explanation other than it's the same with any genre, some people are interested some are not for different reasons.

I havent noticed a gender bias

Most true crime is committed by men and there’s a focus on the women as victims.

1 find women watch more, probably as women are more sympathetic and may also be looking for survival tips.

1 don't think any one gender watches true crime more than any other

I feel like sometimes it's more marketed towards women, or at least | know of more women that watch it than men

Media reporting on misogyny, rape, stalking, harrassment, bullying, controlling behaviour and murder of women by men leads us women to
watch docus. for awareness

Think men would find it more interesting than women

It depends on the drama/book etc. I don't have enough insight into who writers are aiming their work towards

Lots of documentaries available are related to male predators & women being the victims

I think men naturally crave violence more than women
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Feb 26

Feb 26

Feb 26

Feb25

Feb25

Feb24

Feb21

Feb21

Feb17

blank The media isn't really made for the hardest truth, it's a way to make the
truth palatable and digestible for the masses, which s fine. But those
who get their truth this way sometimes think they understand crime
better than the average person, but they probably don't. The accurate
representation of offenders s living out on the street right now, and
doesn't need to be truthfully represented in the media, at least not to
the fullest degree, because that isn't, or at least shouldn't be, the sole
responsibility of the media.

blank The mediais not to be trusted wholeheartedly by its viewers. Viewers
have a responsibility to make their own minds up about the veracity of
media portrayals and the level of research and bias that went into

them.

Not always. blank-

blank The news and media usually have one side and focuses on one side of
the story

blank They glamorise the offenders and put them in a better light, saying they

did not mean to do it but could possibly do again.

Whatis portrayed to the public is the responsibility of the people blank-

involved in the making of the entertainment

Of course they are as otherwise things get misconstrued and people blank-
wrongfully treated as the story/ happening hasn't been told accurately

infull

Many people believe what they see, hear, read in the media blank-

blank: Viewers are also responsible for what they choose to watch
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Gender
Multiple Choice

Choice B Total B
® Male 26
® Female 0
® Other 0

© Prefernot tosay 0
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Feb 12 Some people may feel bad for the child of the offender, not the offender

Feb 12 Because their life situation/background may sometimes causes them to offend
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Feb 17

Feb 17

Feb 17

Feb 16

Feb 16

Feb 16

Feb 16

Feb 16

Feb 16

Feb 16

Feb 16

the rewards of crime are seen as something to aspire to

if done badly, it has the potential to make the offender look like a cult
figure or hero to some members of society

The ways shows are produced.
They use i films etc.

Some offenders become idolised by the nature of their crimes as they
are deemed interesting. TV doesn't always accurately reflect the

impact of criminal behaviour on the offender, only the victim.

blank-

blank-

blank-

They can be seen to be notorious and ‘famous’ for their crimes.

Some offenders gain big fame from their crimes. Others may want the
same reactions

they want people to watch

blank-

blank-

blank-

blank-

blank-

The shows | have watched have shown no glamours side to committing
acrime

It can only glamorise offending if the viewer is an offender themselves
or has the intention of offending. True crime happens everywhere in
the world and hiding away from it or not televising it doesn't mean it
hasn't happened.

My own viewing experience is that it seeks revulsion

blank-

blank-

blank-
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Do you think there is a difference between the consumption of true crime for men and women, e.g. Do you think different genders watch it moréthaﬂ

others?
Multiple Choice

Choice : Total :

® Yes 37

® No 26
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Do you know what true crime is? (True crime genre is when a nonfiction literary, podcast, and film or any other entertainment source in which tae

Q3
author shows an actual crime and details the actions...

Multiple Choice

Choice : Total B

® VYes 37

® No 0
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Feb 17

Feb 16

Feb 16

Feb 15

Feb 13

Feb 12

Feb 12

Feb 12

Feb 12

Not sure
If by media you mean news outlets then yes because it's their duty to
provide accurate facts and details and nothing more. TV/Filmis for
entertainment purposes so there's room for creative licenses.

It's labelled as “true” crime

Yes because they make the shows etc

Because they cut the story to manipulate the story to fit their own
agenda,

blank
blank

I think the offenders should be shown exactly for who they were, there
should be no glamourising or demonising, if it is a true crime

production then it should be true in every sense

They're one of the bigger platforms that can reach out to the widest
audience so yes they should be responsible

Not sure

blank-

blank-
blank-

blank-

Often not, they can be unbalanced in what they portray
No

blank-

blank-
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Are you a fan of true crime? (On a scale of 1-10, 10 being your favourite genre and 1 being that you hate it).
Multiple Choice

Q4

Choice : Total
° 1
° 2
38%
° 3
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® s
® 6
° 7
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° 9
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Feb 12

Feb 12

Feb 12

Feb 12

Feb 12

Feb 12

blank-

Yes, shows that anything can happen to anyone

blank-

Again, | think they need to be held accountable for any distress caused.

They need to get it right otherwise it may be unethical and
unsupportive to the victims and everyone affected

they can be supportive of victims

Not factual information provided

blank-

Allthey want is to sell papers and make money

blank-

blank-

blank-
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Q17

Date

Do you think the media is responsible for the accurate representation of victims and why?

Form

6days ago

Feb27

Feb27

Feb27

Feb27

Feb27

Feb27

Feb27

Yes, because...

blank-

blank-

Itis there job to give a true portrayal of events

blank-

they are meant to reflect the real world and not just an idea of it.

they are arguably the most important people involved an deserve
proper representation.

As above

Same answer as above.

No, because...

They lie and amplify small details to make profit. The media are
disrespectful to alot of victims.

they dont give the true account of the affect on the victim and any
people it can affect

blank-

again same reason, they fabricate the truth to sell the story to
everyone, and will do this towards the victim as well as the accused.

blank-

blank-

blank-

N/A
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Feb 16

Feb 16

Feb 16

Feb 13

Feb 13

Feb 13

Feb 12

Feb 12

Feb 12

Feb 12

Feb 12

blank-

blank-

blank-

blank-

Again, often based on real.life stories

Crime displayed on news and media as they
occur are usually male offenders

blank-

blank-

No experience to have an opinion

blank-

I feel sometimes it brings more humanisation
to the victims, if you can see the victim as
someone you would care for it brings more
empathy.

‘We don't often see the effects on the
victims/their families or the aftermath.

Not many documentaries go much into victims
background

blank-
I think a lot of true rime television focuses on
cases that have been already discussed on
television before so sometimes it may not
accurately depict the range of other cases that
exist

blank-

blank-

blank-

No |l think they create the victim in whoever
they like changing throughout stories

No experience to have an opinion
blank-
The catch here is that you empathise both the

victim (as it should be) but also the
perpetrator.

blank-

blank-

marketing

blank-

blank-

blank-

Because otherwise people want watchit.

blank-

Tosell aproduct

Sells programmes

To gather more views, make more money.
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Feb 13

Feb 13

Feb 12

Feb 12

Feb 12

Feb 12

Feb 12

Feb 12

Feb 12

Feb 12

Feb 12

Feb 12

Feb 12

Feb12

They can get it wrong and must take responsibility for absolute
accuracy

Itis the only version of true crime available to the public and accuracy
isinevitably not known

blank-

Yes the media has the power to influence millions of vulnerable viewers

blank-

blank-

The media has this huge following and advantage and they spin it
whatever way they see fit

They are only allowed to report facts

blank-

blank-

blank-

They need to show that offenders are average people

blank-

They need to be held accountable for the public's reaction to the story.

blank-

blank-

They don't always portray the truth or can over react to situations to

their own ends.

blank-

It's not real, it's entertainment

They will sensationalise and make the offender seen like a monster

I feel that the person who kills multiple humans doesn't deserve to have
their story told.

blank-

They don't always have all the facts

It highlights woman as worse offenders because they appear to be less
likely to offend

Media presents only the interesting parts of a story rather than facts

blank-

They write the story, and will exaggerate to sell more papers

blank:
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Feb 26

Feb26

Feb 26

Feb25

Feb25

Feb24

Feb21

They make it more classically scary than anything in real life actually is.
We're usually seeing it from a third-person point of view and not
entirely from the perspective of the victim or the offender. It's often
made to feel more like an exciting setpiece than something that really
took place. Also, documentaries today are hardly ever about the
victims; they're about the killer, because their actions are more exciting
than those of the victim.

Often, the characters depicted in true crime series and films have been
publicised many times by many different directors. For example, Ted
Bundy has been the subject of 3 different films over 3 decades that I'm
aware of. Each time the subject matter has been the same and nothing
new has beenlearnt. This is simply an example of filmmakers
capitalising on the absurd romanticised image Ted Bundy had during
his conviction and the appeal he has had towards women since his
arrest. On another subject, gang-type films have romanticised and
glorified gang culture for many decades, often depicting the gang
culture as having honorable, family-like intentions and relations.

Film and TV industry to make more appealing to watch
It's better to watch for the audience, real crime isn't glamorous.

By portraying true crimes it could possibly, build confidence in persons
wishing yo commit similar offences, believing they could get away with

them.

If they have dramatised or made the crime entertaining to watch,
people might see the crime in a glamourised view

blank:

blank-

blank-

blank-
blank-

blank-

blank-

1 don't think so, but this may vary based on who watches it as they may
feel a certain way towards it
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o Do you think there is a difference between the consumption of true crime for men and women, e.g. Do you think different genders watch it moi
others?

Multiple Choice

Choice : Total :

® VYes 15
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Feb 17

Feb 17

Feb 16

Feb 16

Feb 16

Feb 16

Feb 16

Feb 16

Feb 16

Feb 16

Feb 13

if serial killers become glamourised, there will always be people who
seek to emulate what they did and are at risk of becoming copycats.

blank
Sometimes but it also helps provide information about the hfii
It can take away the reality of the crime.

blank

blank-

blank-

People will watch for the actor, not necessarily the criminal and this
takes away the focus/aim of the show.

blank
they are using well know people to increase audience numbers. People
often think they know celebrities so they don't feel they could be that

bad

Yes, see above

blank-

People understand its not always portrayed accurately.
blank-
blank-
They need somebody to act out the events that have happened
Movies | don't really like, especially when offenders are being
portrayed by Hollywood actors. | prefer to watch a true crime
documentary.
Ilike to assume that the best actors are cast in the roles? Have not seen
a pattern of charismatic actors selected for these roles but my
experience is limited. Would not like to see someone not chosen

because they were deemed attractive.

blank-

Ted bundy himself was a very charismatic man so | feel this was
accurately casted.

blank-

blank-




image45.png
Q6

Why do you watch, listen or read to true crime?

\-

Multiple Choice

Choice

Find it interesting

Empathy for the criminals/their background

Empathy for the victims and their families

To relate to the attacks and violence

Survival tips

To have a sense of control

Area of work

Help solve cases

Other: Please state

Total

22




image26.png
In relation to your answers to the previous 2 questions, please state whether you think it is a positive or negative thing. (Please also specify what

Q11 ~
answer you gave to Q9).
Essay
Date B Answers
Feb27 I think sometimes portrayals make the viewer empathise with the criminal and | think this is probably a good thing on the whole - its
important to try and understand why people are the way they are in order to change things for the better however it could be problematic if
a show glamorizes or romanticises certain violent criminals.
Feb27 I'think this is a negative as it seems to make an acceptable excuse and reason
Feb24 It's negative if people are feeling empathy for offenders
Feb 20 I said sometimes true crime generates empathy for the offender maybe to humanise them or for entertainment purposes. | don't think it's
positive because they have still committed a serious and most likely very violent crime. | can understand humanising a burglary but true
crime often focus’ on the most violent and strange murders that it's almost disrespectful to the victim to create empathy for the offender.
Feb19 Possibly negative to give people ideas? | don't know sorry
Feb17 Both positive and negative, positive because it gives people the chance to understand the ins and outs of the crimes committed but also
negative as the account is usually only told from one perspective.
Feb17 negative. Why are we empathizing with dangerous criminals. Documentaries are rarely about shoplifters etc. They are dangerous people
who have no place in our society
Feb 17 Undecided as the person s also a criminal and that should not be forgotten.

Feb 17 I think it can give a greater understanding into peoples minds and how they cope with trauma (ACE's)
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Q17

Date

Feb27

Feb27

Feb24

Feb 20

Feb 19

Feb 17

Feb 17

Feb 17

Feb 17

Do you think the media is responsible for the accurate representation of victims and why?

Form

Yes, because...

People think when they watch true crime that its true - deceiving f not

blank-

Yes

I thinkif they didn't they would probably be called out by the public if
they were being insensitive towards a victim or victims.

blank-

blank-

blank-

they usually do their research

As above

No, because...

blank-

they often dont give a fully story or they dont use full facts

blank-

blank-

I don't know

they do not give an accurate representation of victims they
concentrate on the victims background, lifestyle choices ETC to sway
the reader into being desensitized to the crime pushing the reader to
think she was a bad person so she deserved to die.

Media as awhole is often biased. Documentary creators always have
their own agenda. Nobody ever knows the real representation unless
they involve the actual criminal and victim

blank-

blank-
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Feb 17

Feb 17

Feb 17

Feb 17

Feb 16

Feb 16

Feb 16

Feb 16

Feb 16

blank-

blank-

blank-

blank-
blank-

blank-

It shows the both sides of what the
family/friends are going through

I'don't know is the honest answer.

blank-

blank-

Noteverythingis true
I think the opinions pople involved in the
media and investigation give can alter the
perception of victims and can produce a
possibly inaccurate narrative.

blank-

blank-
The aim of true crime genres on TV is to
entertain. Sometimes the real world and

drama overlap.

blank-

blank-

blank-

They can change the mind set of the
viewer/reader in the way the documentery is
written. Either by siding with the victim, the
offender or the police being shown as a
positive or negative

blank-

blank-

Dramatised
As above

blank-

blank-

blank-

The motivation for the production is often
entertainment. Some viewers would find
accuracy boring perhaps.
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How often do you view this genre per month?
Multiple Choice

R/

Choice : Total
® Never
®  Under 1 hour
® 1-3hours
@ 4-6hours
® 7-9hours

®  10+hours
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Do you think the focus of offenders within true crime generates empathy for those offenders?
Multiple Choice

Q9

Choice
® VYes
® No

® Sometimes

Total

25
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Q2

Age Bracket;
Multiple Choice

Choice

18-24

25-34

35-44

45-54

55+

Total
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Feb 26

Feb 26

Feb 26

Feb25

Feb25

Feb24

Feb21

Feb21

Feb 17

Feb 17

Feb 16

blank-

blank-

blank-

blank-

blank-

Same as the answer above”™

Yes as they owe it to people not to ruin there lives over the unaccurate

telling of ongoing

it's their duty to do so

blank-

blank-

Same answer as the last one above.

Same as above. But it does help if the media does a balanced job in
representing the victims as well as the offenders, and shows the
audience that any kind of person can turn into any other kind of person
if they're in the right place at the right time. We're all capable of feeling
sorry for victims without worshipping them, and understanding an
offender without idolising them, and the media should continue to
allow us the capacity to make that cognitive effort.

As above, the viewer is responsible for making up their own mind about
the truth of media portrayals and the facts behind them.

Not all the time. Dont always deal in facts.

Avictim could be anyone, and only they know what they're going
through

| believe the representations of the victims is what the viewers want to
see and is not realistic.

blank-

blank-

blank-
Viewers are equally responsible for what demands they create
1do not believe they represent them accurately.

blank-
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Feb12 It can immediately give you a sense of empathy for them despite what ~ -blank

they may have done.

Feb 12 They use familiar and popular actors to play these roles blank-

Feb 12 but i think its up to the viewers blank-
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Q12

Date

Feb27

Feb27

Feb 24

Feb 20

Feb 19

Feb 17

Feb 17

Feb 17

Ithink it portrays it well. Why?

blank:

Yes when it speaks to victims families and

friends

blank-

blank:

blank:

blank:

1 guess. No opinon. neither yes or no

Uses actual crime therefore it's a reflection of
reality.

Ido not think it portrays it well. Why?

blank-

blank-

Both genders are capable of crime

blank-

Im not sure

blank-

blank-

blank-

Do you think the ‘true crime genre’ provides a true reflection and accurate gender portrayal as it happens in real life? (e.g. The way television showsA
may use certain genders as victims more).

Ithink they exaggerate it to make it more
interesting towatch. Why?

Exaggeration of certain aspects would make
for amore interesting watch | guess

blank-

blank
They just want to make the most interesting
show to make more money so by skipping
details or exaggerating what actually happens
just makes people have the wrong perception.
For more possible viewers ?

to make it popular.

blank-

blank-
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Inrelation to your answers to the previous 2 questions, please state whether you think it is a positive or negative thing. (Please also specify what

answer you gave to Q9).

I chose sometimes, and | think that it is a slight positive, because it's important for people to understand the effect that trauma, particularly
in childhood, can have on a person's mental health going forward in life. Of course it doesn't excuse horrific deeds that the true crime
offenders commit but it could be very useful in helping prevent these things from happening in the future if the causes can be identified

negative. Why are we empathizing with dangerous criminals. Documentaries are rarely about shoplifters etc. They are dangerous people

‘who have no place in our society
Undecided as the person is also a criminal and that should not be forgotten.

I think it can give a greater understanding into peoples minds and how they cope with trauma (ACE's)
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Feb 26

Feb 26

Feb25

Feb25

Feb24

Feb21

Feb21

Feb17

Feb 17

Feb 16

Feb 16

Feb 15

Feb 13

Feb 12

I think women generally spend more time watching television. True crime may bring a bit of excitement and escapism from life's routines

Men tend to take more interest.

It effects women more

Being more inquisitive female.

Crime s something that everyone can relate to and experience, meaning gender differences are unlikely

I don't believe it's marketed more towards a particular group of people but | personally feel as though women have a slightly higher interest
init.

I think it appeals to all genders

maybe women are more alert to certain crimes because they have to think about them more as they're vulnerable in certain situations

1donot think it is marketed towards a specific gender, | think it comes down to personal choice of genre. However, streaming services do
tend to advertise true crime documentaries more than others which makes more people watch it.

I think they may be targeted towards woman rather than men.
Of interest to all humans

I think so because you see a lot more men committing crimes than women wether it's drug dealing, robbery or grand theft auto and stealing
cars or kidnapping. Obviously there are women who commit these crimes aswell but | think the percentage of men that commit these
crimes is a lot higher than women.

No, women are more interested in the detail, probably just nosey...

I don't think there is a difference
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Feb26

Feb 26

Feb25

Feb25

Feb24

Feb21

Feb21

Feb 17

Feb 17

Since the trial of Ted Bundy in which he represented himself and
demonstrated himself as a potentially capable lawyer and a charming
manipulator, he has been idolised by many women and men. This is very
harmful as if that inspiration does not lead to copycat crimes, it may
well influence the same type of sociopathic attitude to people. Using
Zac Efron to entice female viewers has led to an evidenced rise in
female admirers of the serial killer genre and romanticism of such serial
killers.

yes. It could lead to individuals thinking they can do it and copy them

People feel attached to these characters which may influence their
behaviour

Potential offenders will need attention to commit crime and should not
be glamorised.

blank
Yes, although the concept is very far fetched, | believe it is a problem
although I don't think that watching something of this nature has a true

impact on someone to do something awful like ted bundy

because the serial killer (from this viewpoint) may not be 100%
accurate as it is their POV

It's not a coincidence that he was already a sex symbol creating a pre
existing bias in viewers

People look up to these actors/actresses and may relate them to crimes
and aspire to be like them.

blank-

blank-

blank-

blank-

Adults would commit those levels of crimes regardless of what Zac

Efron does

blank-

blank-

blank-

blank-
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Age Bracket;
Multiple Choice
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10.8%
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Choice

18-24

25-34

35-44

45-54

55+
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Do you think glamorising true crime through the portrayal of serial killers is a problem and why, e.g. Zac Efron being cast for the role of Ted Bundy

because...?
Form

: Yes, because...

Since the trial of Ted Bundy in which he represented himself and
demonstrated himself as a potentially capable lawyer and a charming
manipulator, he has been idolised by many women and men. This is very
harmful as if that inspiration does not lead to copycat crimes, it may
well influence the same type of sociopathic attitude to people. Using
Zac Efron to entice female viewers has led to an evidenced rise in
female admirers of the serial killer genre and romanticism of such serial
killers.

People, predominantly female, have found Zac Efron attractive since
the mid 2000's because of his portrayal as Troy Bolton in High School
Musical so to then see that same actor play the role of a truly horrid
man could potentially send the wrong message. However he was great
as Ted Bundy and | understand the casting choice because of his
likeness to the actual Ted Bundy.

No, because...

Ted bundy himself was a very charismatic man so | feel this was
accurately casted.

They are accurately showing that a serial killer doesn't necessarily have
to have the standard characteristics of a strange looking person they
can be handsome or good looking.
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Ithinkit portrays it well. why?

Ifeel sometimes it brings more humanisation
to the victims, if you can see the victim as
someone you would care for it brings more
empathy.

I do not think it portrays it well. Why?

We don't often see the effects on the

victims/their families or the aftermath.

Not many documentaries go much into victims
background

Ithink they exaggerate it to make it more
interesting to watch. Why?

To gather more views, make more money.
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Are you afan of true crime? (On a scale of 1-10, 10 being your favourite genre and 1 being that you hate it).

Male participants

Areyoua fanof trus crime?{On a scals of 1-10. 10 baing your favourite genre and 1 being that you hate .

Female participants
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Feb21

Feb 17

Feb 17

Feb 16

Feb 16

Feb 13

Feb 12

Feb 12

Feb 12

Due to their upbringing which is often shown in true crime programmes
Because it attempts to provide emotional context to their actions

I think humans like to see/think there is a reason for people committing such crimes as it subconsciously makes them relieved that there is a
reason and it is not just a random act of crime. Also, creating empathy helps to pad out the documentaries.

Mainly because the majority of true crime shows have portray the main character as someone who is deeply troubled which | think creates
asense of sympathy within the viewer.

They can be portrayed as victims of their circumstance

Sometimes there is a set of circumstances which drive the offender to that set of circumstances...

Sometimes there is a recognition of the reason why the offender has behaved in a particular way due to circumstances ie poor education,
poor family values etc

The true crime content often covers their childhood/sources of trauma, or it presents everything from the offender's point of view, often
with an internal monologue explaining their thought process which can sometimes feel like it's rationalising it somewhat

It depends on the story and background of the offender and whether the audience would sympathise for them
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Feb 16

Feb 15

Feb 13

Feb 12

Feb 12

Feb 12

Feb 12

Positive....

| don't think it generates empathy as it's common sense for most people you don't commit these crimes however some people do commit
them out of desperation and others commit them for some other twisted reasons they may have

Its just the way society is, it's a culture aspect..
It depends on the reasons for offending and then how balanced the documentary is in its presentation. It's rare that someone is truly bad
often poor choices lead to more poor choices and offenders getting themselves into a situation they feel they are unable to then get out of.
Often the offenders aren't equipped to understand the consequences of their actions and have no victim empathy.

I thinkit's neither negative or positive

I chose sometimes, and | think that it is a slight positive, because it's important for people to understand the effect that trauma, particularly
in childhood, can have on a person's mental health going forward in life. Of course it doesn't excuse horrific deeds that the true crime

offenders commit but it could be very useful in helping prevent these things from happening in the future if the causes can be identified

I personally don't think it's either
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Why doyou think the focus of offenders within true crime generates empathy for the offender? If you answered No' to the previous question please
skip.
Essay Participants who thought it does create empathy for the offender

Answers

1don t think empathy is something you choose ts a reaction to others feelings that arrive from a series of factors/ situations

I think most people have the capacity to empathise with anyone - true crime tends to provide context and backstory which allows viewers.
toalmost understand their actions. Understand, not condone.

Anything that portrays the offender's perspective is bound to be sympathetic to them. There are always reasons for someone to commit a
crime, not usually good ones, but reasons nonetheless, and when those reasons are highiighted and the dificult situation of the offenders.
‘emphasised, the audience is morelikely to see it from their point of view and not just that of the victimis).
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Feb 12 Wouldn't really know if it does as | have blank- blank
nothing to compare it to so maybe?
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Feb 12 People liked to work crimes out

Feb 12 To be honest I'm not really sure, there does seem to be a trend of popular and attractive actors being cast to play the serial killers, such as
Zac Efron as Ted Bundy, which could have an impact on the gender ratio of viewers

Feb 12 Maybe the marketing teams believe that man watch it more? There's probably a statistic for this
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How often do you view this genre per month?
Multiple Choice

Choice : Total

® Never

®  Under 1 hour

® 1-3hours
@ 4-6hours
® 7-9hours

®  10+hours
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Feb21

Feb 17

Feb 17

Feb 16

Feb 16

Feb 15

Feb 13

Feb 12

Feb 12

Feb 12

If they have victims represented in the
programme then it does portray it well

blank-

blank-

blank-

blank-

blank-

blank-

blank-

Yes

I think it varies from one to another, but for
the most part | feel like it does, usually they
are fairly accurate to the real event and also
often explores why these people became
victimsin the first place (or why the offender
chose them)

blank-

blank-

No because no one can portrays how the
victims and their families really felt.

blank-

blank-

Not sure how to explain but  would choose
this option

blank-

Often there is no understanding of the long

term impact of being a victim

blank-

blank-

blank-

Because they have to make it more cinematic

blank-

I thinkif they don't dramatise it slightly

otherwise it would be less entertaining to

watch.

Yes

blank-

Of course they do, otherwise there wouldnt

be the media clamber for the story

blank-

blank-

blank-




image27.png
Feb17
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Feb 17

Feb 16

Feb 16

Feb 16

Feb 16

Feb 16

Feb 16

Feb 16

Feb 16

Feb 13

Feb 13

its negative

1answered no to question 9. 1 think the focus on offenders is a negative thing. The families of their victims are regularly forced to endure
their face being in the media while the story of the victims is quite regularly forgotten.

Positive as can help people understand why crimes are committed.
Positive because empathy is important.

I answered sometimes for Question 9. | have mixed views. Reasons for offending and empathy for offenders should not over rule the nature
of the crime and reduce the severity of the outcomes. Society needs to understand behaviour but not condone it.

I think it's a negative thing because it can give people with rough backgrounds a excuse to commit a crime

It depends on how people perceive true crime. Some may find it positive as it gives a story truth and some may find it negative as it can be
disturbing.

Aslong as the journalism/ production is impartial, it is neither a good or a bad thing. It allows for a fuller understanding as long as it doesn't
try to persuade or seek favour

Anegative thing. Younger audiences may see it as way of becoming famous. They don't understand that it's been edited in such a way.
Probably negative.
Positive. We are not all evil sometimes we just do stupid things

I think it can provide an insight into what may contribute towards criminals making certain decisions, but am not sure it's necessarily a good
thing to find empathy for those that have committed certain severe crimes if it makes excuses for that behaviour

It can be positive in understanding how to solve crime by analysing the background of the criminal and working towards ending a bad
upbringing.
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What could be some of the possible explanations for this, e.g. is true crime marketed more towards/at a particular gender or specific group?

Q8

Essay

Date

6days ago

Feb27

Feb27

Feb27

Feb27

Feb27

Feb27

Feb27

Feb 26

Answers

I think both genders watch it equally and is marketed to all equally.

I feel it would be to the person who find true crime Interesting rather than fictional can have a effect on real peoples lives

Depends on the topic or the killer. If it is to do with lids. | think women will watch it more.

All according of individual case that is being discussed, some men might be able to stomach watching most types of crimes, but for women it
could be hard ifits any type of abuse discussed.

Men more likely to prefer visual gratuitous violence i.e action films whereas women prefer the concept of it. Also, true crime preys on the
fears of violence towards women, which is probably more appealing to a female audience.

1am unsure - 1 would guess that women read/watch more true crime content? Women are often the victim which may be why women
engage and perhaps relate but | am speculating.

Unsure, | think some genders will watch true crime based on the actors portraying killers. E.g - Zack Efron as Ted Bundy

1 don't know the answer to this and wouldn't like to speculate.

Women appear to watch true crime documentaries in the form of films, miniseries etc. more especially on streaming services like Netflix. In
recent years there have been a few based on serial killers like Bundy and Dahmer that have had young, attractive men play the roles, and

they've had an emphasis on men who've killed women and sexual partners because of some kind of lifelong dysfunction. This might be
interesting to some women.
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Feb 12

Feb 12

Feb 12

Feb 12

Feb 12

Feb 12

Feb 12

It dramatises it to help sell the programme

Not atrue reflection of real life prisons, for example orange is the new
black is not anywhere near real

blank-

Sometimes

They use actors that may have played very likeable characters.

The focus on it so much and may make it look like something to look up
too to younger generations

for entertainment purposes

blank-

blank-

No

blank-

blank-

blank-

blank-
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Feb 13

Feb 13

Feb 13

Feb 12

Feb 12

Feb 12

Feb 12

Feb 12

Feb 12

Feb 12

Feb 12

blank-

They must be responsible in order to show respect to.the victims

blank-

blank-

Same

blank-

They have a moral duty

Every victim ever should have the chance for their story to be told,

blank-

blank-

blank-

I think similarly to the previous question, they can be if utilising facts
and many sources of information, however, i think that there have been
instances where victims have felt they are personally portrayed
inaccurately or do not want to be brought to medi attention at all (e.g.
in the dahmer case) so i feel that is important to take into consideration
the wishes of the victim nd their families to not only minimise
emotional trauma but also to give the most accurate and sensitive
portrayal possible

blank-
The media may not have a true representation of factual information.
This may not want to be shared by the victim. To the reader it is not
known what is accurate information or not
No. See response above.

blank-

It's not real, it's entertainment.

blank-

I think the media should always be responsible for facts, not whatever
i going to sell more and make money.

They like to sensationalise accounts

They don't always have the facts

It doesn't highlight the pain that comes with true crime and murder etc
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Does the true crime genre glamourise offending and violence and why?

W o

Date es, because..

Often, the characters depicted in true crime series and films have been
publicised many times by many different directors. For example, Ted
Bundy has been the subject of 3 different films over 3 decades that I'm
aware of. Each time the subject matter has been the same and nothing
new has beenlearnt. This is simply an example of filmmakers
capitalising on the absurd romanticised image Ted Bundy had during
his conviction and the appeal he has had towards women since his
arrest. On another subject, gang-type films have romanticised and
glorified gang culture for many decades, often depicting the gang
culture as having honorable, family-like intentions and relations.

I think it depends on how it's done and through what medium. | think
that documentary style media glamourises less as it is more factual and
true to life, but recent TV programmes like the Ted bundy series and
the dahmer programme by casting men who are generally found to be
attractive can be used as a reason for people to watchit, as well as
people empathising or reacting in a different way because of who the
actor is compared to i it were more documentary style. However, with
cases where the killer was particularly charismatic so they want to cast
charismatic actors to portray them | can see the point, however | do
think you then run that risk of glamourising criminals through this
portrayal.

No,because..

‘The shows | have watched have shown no glamours side to committing
acrime

It can only glamorise offending i the viewer is an offender themselves
or has the intention of offending. True crime happens everywhere in
the world and hiding away from it or not televising it doesn't mean it

hasn't happened.

My own viewing experience is that it seeks revulsion

Not what I'm watching, but | think there is a lot of social media, gaming
that glamourises violence

I think the aim s to elici

understanding of why a crime is committed.
-blank-
Ifit's true crime it reflects the gritty reality

Presentation is key to this but you wouldn't want to be “them’”
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Feb 16

Feb 16

Feb 16

Feb 16

Feb 16

blank:

the way media report on victims colours the public opinion of that
victim. An example of this would be distinguishing between prostitutes
and 'innocent' female victims of the same murderer

blank-

Wronginformation can cause irreparable damage to the victims and
their families.

blank-

blank-

blank-

As above

They need a place to tell their story/truth and what really happened or
howit' leaves a lasting impact n their lives

blank-

blank-

too much focus on the criminals and very little time or respect spent on
victims.

blank-

Inconsistent focus |.e not all victims are represented.

The Media has to be viewed with an open mind and it's reliability and
perspective questioned.

You'll never really understand how a victim feels

No, for the same reason as last question.

blank-

blank-

Again they just want the story to be big

their focus is on readership / audience numbers
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Feb 12

Feb 12

Feb 12

Feb 12

Feb 12

Feb 12

Fah 19

I'don’t think the true crime documentaries | watch consider any positive empathy for offenders. They literally base the programme on the
crime alone

Sometimes Positive
Negative? | think? not all documentaries create sympathy

It's a positive thing because society shouldn't encourage criminal behaviour

Idon't thinkit's either.

I feel that we have a macabre sense of things these days, people binge the latest docuseries, eat up true crime and this does not always show
the empathy for the perpetrators. | feel especially with Dahmer for instance many people fellin love with the character and we were meant
to see him as human.

1 answered sometimes. Again depending on the crime | think its positive thing.

Sometimes it's positive as the offenders feel for what they have done but sometimes negative as they don't always feel they've done
anything or proud of what they've done

Negative - | don't agree with this statement

Positive as the justice system can adapt punishments for those with different circumstances for committing crime

Negative and positive as | feel there’s no excuse to be a criminal but then life events lead people to act a certain way sometimes

Don't know

Negative, as | don't feel there should be any sympathy for offenders of serious crime.

Sometimes - | think t's negative as it may put more popularity on the criminal more than the victims and the victims get looked over

Crmatimae i think ite a nmeitiva thine




image57.png
Q4 Does the true crime genre glamourise offending and violence and why? N
Form

Date B Yes, because... No, because...
6days ago blank Somewhat but i think it also shows the dangerous in society
Feb27 Vulnerble and people with addictive personality can take on the blank-

glamourised offences

Feb27 blank It based on actual events. More often or not portrays as a negative
person

Feb27 blank it always looks at the effects of the victims and others surrounding the
crime.

Feb27 there s often a mysterious and glossy portrayal. blank-

Feb27 itis more entertaining to glamourise things. blank-

Feb27 Yes, it is very much in the public eye blank-

Feb27 Very much so. | find that most true crime documentaries/dramas over-  N/A

glamourise to hook the viewer.
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Q13

Date

Feb27

Feb27

Feb24

Feb 20

Feb 19

Feb 17

Feb 17

Feb 17

Do you think the ‘true crime genre’ portrays real world victimisation accurately as it happens in real life and why?

Form

Ithink it portrays it well. why?

blank-

yes especially with DNA and other fact findin

gevidence they use

blank-

blank-

blank-

blank-

neither here nor there

blank-

Ido not think it portrays it well. Why?

blank-

blank-

blank-

I'm not sure why, but | don't think it portrays
well.

blank-

blank-

blank-

blank-

Ithink they exaggerate it to make it more
interesting towatch. Why?

Exaggeration of certain aspects would make
for amore interesting watch

blank-

To keep people hooked to watch

blank-

Possibly to scare monger

to make it more interesting

blank-

For dramatisation purposes
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Q16

Date

Feb27

Feb27

Feb24

Feb 20

Feb 19

Feb 17

Feb 17

Feb 17

Feb 17

Feb 17

Do you think the media is responsible for the accurate representation of offenders and why?

Form

Yes, because...

People think when they watch true crime that its true - deceiving f not

blank-

Yes as they are portraying them in a certain way

blank-

blank-

blank-

blank-

this is the main mode of communication between the public and

criminals

They can change the way people think about the offence

blank-

No, because...

blank-
they often exadurate or dont stick to facts

blank-
The mediais not always accurate and sometimes they create articles
based on their own agendas. Not always accurate representation but
sometimes it can be factual.
Have noidea

all the media is how to sell stories not the truth.

Quite often try to make us empathetic towards them. Media often
gives a feel sorry them' back story.

blank-

blank-

its glamorized
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Are you a fan of true crime? (On a scale of 1-10, 10 being your favourite genre and 1 being that you hate it).
Multiple Choice
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Feb27

Feb27

Feb 26

Feb 26

Feb26

Feb25

Feb25

Feb24

Feb21

blank-

N/A

blank-

blank-

blank-

blank-

blank-

blank-

blank-

blank-
N/A

Because it probably contributes toit. Victims
are often dehumanised by the true crime
genre in service of the image being built up of

the perpetrator.

blank-

blank-

blank-

It makes out that the victims are weak and
helpless, but s not always the case.

blank-

Although it may be true crime it's not 100%
hard accuracy in terms of the way that a “true
crime” story s told

As above

Same answer as above.

blank-

Television shows in general do not base their
casting, writing or characters on real life
statistics and may be influenced by previous
depictions in media.

Yes
Because True crime dramais for
entertainment first, and a informative
programme second

blank-
They will change parts and add things in for

entertainment purposes

blank-
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Feb 17

Feb 17
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Feb 16

blank-

blank-

blank-

blank-

blank-

blank-

Because most true crime programmes shows
the victims and the offenders story and what
led to the situation

True crime is just that, true. It is based around
the most serious and less serious
crimes(dependent on what crime you like to
watch). If it sways to more of the one gender
then that should also be true?

Reflects the statistics

blank-

blank-
I believe | have seen instances in media where
victims have been portrayed ina more
negative light because of their gender
wiithout there necessarily being any proof
that whatis being said is true.

blank-

blank-

blank-

blank-

blank-

blank-

To ensure the viewer keeps tuning in
increasing the numbers for the producers

Not everything is true

blank-

Somore people watchit
To generate income, viewers or sales.
Television shows rely on ratings. Sometimes
embellishing stories make them more
appealing to viewers e.g the Jeffery Dahmer

series on Netflix.

blank-

Some true crimes are exaggerated but the
crime itself is still real.

blank-
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Feb12

It shows what have led them to commit the crime, and their background / family life is usually tragic

It really depends on the offence and the reasoning behind it. Very often people who commit crime have some form of traumain their past or
who have been raised around crime.

Sometimes focuses on the cause behind the behaviours e.g. mental illness, learned behaviours

The focus on the background/upbringing of the offender and not the victim. They often/tend to become quite notorious. Almost
sensationalised.

Sometimes (rare occasions) offenders come from a troubled upbringing and have issues themselves.

Adifferent perspective especially for those crimes of less severity

the offenders background history, be it an abusive childhood, poverty, environmental status can contribute to the offender behaving in such
acriminal way

Because you get to know them and see them apart from their crime.

Focuses often on their childhood etc almost creating an excuse for their reasoning

If the background of the offender is mentioned then the viewer might have sympathy/empathy on why they have offended perhaps.

Depending on the crime, it could be something that could happen to anyone. It puts the person watching it in the shoes of the offender.

Because it highlights their previous traumas and try's to reason why they've done what they've done

Depending on the reasoning of committing crime. Eg robbery to provide for family or self defence

Because sometimes they want to show that they have feelings and the reason they committed a crime could be related to their upbringing

Because it shows their softer side as well as their psychopath side.
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Do you think there is a difference between the consumption of true crime for men and women, e.g. Do you think different genders watch it moi‘stha’q
others?

Multiple Choice

Choice : Total :

® VYes 22

® No 15
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Feb 16

Feb 16
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Feb 16

Feb 16

Feb 13

areasonable proportion of society will believe alot of what they see in
the media without seeking any sort of proof that it is true

blank-

People believe the media.

blank-

blank-

The mediais responsible for alot of fabrication and can have a negative
impact investigating and scaremongering.

Apologies - not sure if the question requires me to comment on
whether | think that the media should be responsible or not. If this the
case, then yes | do. If you want to sensationalise, then stick to pure

fiction

What we see and take i is fed down to younger generations and the
amount of hate crimes and violence against women is increasing.

blank-

blank-

blank-

blank-

Too much dramatisation

blank-

The Media has to be viewed with an open mind and it's reliability and
perspective questioned.

You never really know what's going on behind an offenders mind

blank-

blank-

blank-

Media always exaggerate offensive for views
their focus is on readership / audience numbers
It depends which source. If sources are reliable and have come from

different opinions and use factual information then they can be, but if
biased in any way or only using one source of information then no.
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Why do you think the focus of offenders within true crime generates empathy for the offender? If you answered "N to the previous question please
SKIP- Those who answered ‘maybe’ to Q9

Essay

The true crime content often covers their childhood/sources of trauma, or it presents everything from the offender's point of view, often
with an internal monologue explaining their thought process which can sometimes feel like it's rationalising it somewhat

Because it highlights their previous traumas and try’s to reason why they've done what they've done
Depending on the reasoning of comitting crime. Eg robbery to provide for family or self defence

It depends on the story and background of the offender and whether the audience would sympathise for them
Some people may feel bad for the child of the offender, not the offender

Because their life situation/background may sometimes causes them to offend
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Do you think the media s responsible for the accurate representation of victims and why? .

Form

B Yes, because... No, because...

they do not give an accurate representation of victims they
concentrate on the victims background, lifestyle choices ETC to sway
the reader into being desensitized to the crime pushing the reader to

Again, | think they need to be held accountable for any distress caused. : think she was a bad person so she deserved to die.

I have mixed feelings about this, as often the families of the victims do
not want the crime committed to their family member being re-created

for entertainment purposes, for example.wtth the re_c_ent Netﬂ|T< show 1do not believe they represent them accurately.
Dahmer, where apparently many of the victims' families were either

not told about it or were ignored when they said they didn't want itto ., . c1, focus on the criminals and very little time or respect spent on
be made. However | feel that if the victims are going to be represented victims
then again it should be as true as possible
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Feb 12
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itis often made for TV so to be more appealing to viewers
It's more compelling to watch f it's more glamorised rather than true
Insome cases offenders seem to like the media attention so
dramatising their stories gives them what they want and this may

encourage others to commit crimes for media attention.

Like stated previously they need to dramatise it to make it appealing to
audiences.

blank-

Yes, example drug dealers intv shows are glamorised as it being cool
and making lots of money

Of course they do, the story is never played down, they always state
the person did this and lttle did they know this was about to happen

blank-

blank-

I feel that anything that is on TV or becomes part of popular culture is
somewhat glamourised, as it brings the people attention and notoriety

blank-

blank-

blank-

blank-

blank-

The consequences of actions are shown

No I don't think things like serial killing is glamourised

blank-

Presentation is key to this but you wouldn't want to be “them”

No

blank-

It wouldn't say it glamorises it it's just a part of the genre to have such
scenes
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Why do you watch, listen or read to true crime?
Multiple Choice

\t

S

Choice

Find it interesting

Empathy for the criminals/their background

Empathy for the victims and their families

To relate to the attacks and violence

Survival tips

To have a sense of control

Area of work

Help solve cases

Other: Please state

Total

34
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Feb 17

blank-

blank-

blank-

blank-

blank-

Because the crimes actually happened. they
haven't chosen the gender of the victims

blank-

Sometimes very factual - e.g. Jeffery Dahmer
series

blank-

While it's true that women are generally
moreso the victims of repeat offenders like
serial killers and rapists, who are often the
subjects of the true crime genre, men are
somewhat underrepresented because they
are more often the victims of personal crimes
and homicide.

blank-

blank-

blank-

blank-

blank-

blank-

blank-

blank-

blank-

To keep viewers engaged and improve ratings
they hypeit up to give better story

They focus on women are victims but it can
happen to anyone

Without the interest and catching titles no
oone would watch.

blank-

It seems as though this is done, | personally
believe they do this to make it more
“watchable” and thrilling for the viewer

Poetic Licence - some true time is exaggerated
for TV

Because they have to make it more cinematic
for viewers
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Do you think the ‘true crime genre’ provides a true reflection and accurate gender portrayal as it happens in real life? (e.g. The way television showsA

Q12

may use certain genders as victims more).

Form

Date

6days ago

Feb27

Feb27

Feb27

Feb27

Feb27

Feb27

Feb27

Ithink it portrays it well. Why?

Im more swaying to think its potrayed well.

blank:

It's the truth based on facts.
idont think there is any gender specific
portrayals with most true crime programes,

except when it is needed.

blank:

blank:

blank:

N/A

Ido not think it portrays it well. Why?

blank-

blank-

blank-

blank-

Absolutely not. It massively exaggerates the
risks each of us face day to day, especially
women.

blank-

blank-

N/A

Ithink they exaggerate it to make it more
interesting towatch. Why?

blank-

to feeds natural desire to solve and to show
the darkest side of someone

They add bits in to make the story more visual

blank-

blank-

1 would imagine things are always exaggerated
for entertainment purposes.

Makes for better tv viewing
Of the 3 possible answers,  think this is the

most apt. Again, it makes for more interesting
viewing and gets people talking.
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People, predominantly female, have found Zac Efron attractive since
the mid 2000's because of his portrayal as Troy Bolton in High School
Musical so to then see that same actor play the role of a truly horrid
man could potentially send the wrong message. However he was great
as Ted Bundy and | understand the casting choice because of his
likeness to the actual Ted Bundy.

blank
Yes because people may look up to that famous actor and want to be
like him or her one day for these roles they should get less famous
actors

blank-

blank-

blank-

It could skewer people's impressions/opinions about the serial killer if
they see an actor they really like portraying them

blank-

blank-

It's the same as any acting role

blank-

Depends on the way it's portrayed...

Not ifitis well acted and presented. Real criminals aren't people to
aspire to as long as that message is clear and the victim is remembered.

No
blank-
If the show portrays the killer as a regular person it might cause the

audience to be more cautious around everyone so it could even be
beneficial
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Feb 12 They can sometimes make up areas which spread false info blank-

Feb 12 they could be sued by families blank-
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Feb 12

blank-

N/A
blank-

Yes, not sure why butit's based on real life
when they create a new series or movie

Not always

blank-

blank-

blank-

blank-

blank-

blank-

Usual male

blank-

Victims arent always the victim yet have
pushed a person beyond their breaking point
and can't deal with the outcome

All programme makers are selling a product
and will put a spin on a situation to make their
product more interesting.

blank-

I think they should be an accurate
representation of the events, partly as an
homage to the real victims, rather than having
the success of the true crime production being
the main focus

blank-

I think they apd out characters and make up
their own parts to the story in order to get
more views, which means money for the
creators.

blank-

blank-

blank-

blank-

blank-

Yes sometimes

blank-

It's the nature of television to exaggerate
events for the audience
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Date

Feb27

Feb27

Feb 24

Feb 20

Feb 19
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Feb 17

Feb 17

Do you think glamorising true crime through the portrayal of serial killers is a problem and why, e.g. Zac Efron being cast for the role of Ted Bundy .

because...?
Form

B Yes, because... No, because...
Yes - could have an impact on younger more naive audience blank-
blank thisis something that has happened and we should all be aware of it if

only to remeber the victims and the families - justice is served when
more people know about it

blank No | think it's good because having someone who s good looking and
normal can also be a serial killer

Yeah it's definitely a problem because people don't see him for his blank-
crimes and how horrible they were

He's fit?2@ blank-
it leaves people desensitized to true crime. blank-
blank 1don't believe it does
it creates an interest due to actors fame and reputation blank-
blank I think this is used to create more interest to the series.
its unrealistic and some people will try to emulate them - copycat blank-

crimes
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Do you think the focus of offenders within true crime generates empathy for those offenders?
Multiple Choice

Q9

Choice B Total
® VYes
® No

®  Sometimes
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Q9 - Yes It's a double-edged sword. It's good for more understanding and empathy to be generated for some sorts of criminals, because
some are talked about as if they re inhuman and incomprehensible, whereas usually the irrational behaviour of a person has some kind of
rational beginning. That said, this genre sometimes attaches a sensational connotation to these real-life events and makes them seem like
elaborate fiction. This sometimes means that the main audience is emotionally detached from what they re seeing and doesn't judge the
person's actions reasonably, maybe giving the offender more sympathy than they deserve. Generally speaking, art, even entertainment, can
teach. But don't believe everything you see on TV.

If more people understood the thought processes of aspiring offenders; it might lead to early recognition of warning signs and ultimately
enable prevention of the crimes taking place

Negative. Can make people feel angry

Positive, because criminal don't deserve empathy most of the time

Positive as why should we with Offenders, when they cause so much pain.

Sometimes- it can only be negative if people want to copy what the criminal has done. It would be age dependent as well if the viewer is
younger and has an impressionable mind, they could be more heavily influenced by what they have watched. However, | think people would

commit the crime regardless of what they have watched, especially if it is a more extreme crime, such as murder/rape

It's a negative thing that following the story of the offender could create empathy for that person although it depends on the severity of the
crime that has been committed

Neither positive or negative - just gives a person more background information

I think it might be negative in some situations because the criminal becomes romanticised

Negative as people may justify horrific crimes, but this should not be the case.

Positive and negative because | think it's important to remember some of the criminals in these shows often have an immensely troubled
background and are mentally ill but while feeling empathy for the character you cannot defend or condone their actions.
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Date

Feb27

Feb27

Feb27

Feb27

Feb27

Feb27

Feb 26

Feb 26

Feb25

Feb24

Why do you think the focus of offenders within true crime generates empathy for the offender? If you answered ‘No’ to the previous question pIeasE
skip.
Essay

B Answers

1don t think empathy is something you choose its a reaction to others feelings that arrive from a series of factors / situations
Depends on their mental health

Sometimes it shows the difficult circumstances that led a person to their crimes.

I think most people have the capacity to empathise with anyone - true crime tends to provide context and backstory which allows viewers
to almost understand their actions. Understand, not condone.

It depends what angle the show is shot from, can be some cases of bias. An example being Jeff Dahmer show. Some episodes make you feel
sorry for the killer.

It makes the programme more interesting if you look at it from the perspective of the offender and encourages the viewer to talk to others
about it. Free advertising.

Anything that portrays the offender's perspective is bound to be sympathetic to them. There are always reasons for someone to commita
crime, not usually good ones, but reasons nonetheless, and when those reasons are highlighted and the difficult situation of the offender is
emphasised, the audience is more likely to see it from their point of view and not just that of the victim(s).

Viewing the storyline from the offender's perspective may bring a level of understanding and justification of their thought processes

Depends on what crime and their circumstances

Entertainment purposes - people love an antihero
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Feb 12

blank-

It's interesting to watch

blank-

blank-

Yes

blank-

I think they have to be accurate, o they may

get sued by the victim/perpetrators' families.

blank-

blank-

It does ot always show full victim impact

blank-

1 don't thinkit highlights the grief the family
go through

Victims do not receive support as advertised

blank-

blank-

blank-

blank-

blank-

blank-

blank-

blank-

blank-
blank-
To make it more appealing to people
blank-
Same with gender | think they may use the
thought of vulnerability as a way to

exaggerate

I think it is portrays it well mostly, but
sometimes glamorises it for entertainment
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blank-

blank-

I'think in the case of serial killers it condone what the killers had done.
Also we should take into account how the families of the victims feel.

YES people became obsessed to the point where Zac efron had to make
astatement

blank-

blank-

As above!!

blank-

blank-

It makes it seem attractive

blank-

blank-

blank-

In principle no. How do you stop youmg eoplewith mental disorders
watching crime that could entice acts of violence

1 don't believe any true crime is glamorised

blank-

blank-

It needs to be talked about

Not as problem as such but glamour sells

You wouldn't have the same reaction to an average joe.

Ted Bundy was good looking, so Zac being cast s true to life

More people will watch Zac Efron s hot

blank-

By using a familiar face it helps viewers understand serial killers were
usually respected familiar faces

They are accurately showing that a serial killer doesn't necessarily have
to have the standard characteristics of a strange looking person they

can be handsome or good looking.

No it allows persons to see what really happened
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Gender
Multiple Choice

Choice

Total

Male

Female

Other

Prefer not to say.

37




