Kurtis Lloyd Williams    1801031    Morality and Violence    Assessment 2
Assessment 2
How important was the papacy in the development of the crusading movement? 
(2000 Word essay)

When most people think about the crusades, often it’s an image of heroic English knights riding into battle to liberate Jerusalem and returning triumphantly home covered in glory and gold. However, spanning a period of four hundred years from 1095 to 1492, the crusades were actually a dark and bloody period dotted with massacres, executions and raids that have left us still questioning the validity and moral justification of the Crusader period and the actions taken. 
The Crusades are defined by the Historical repository History.com as “a series of religious wars between Christians and Muslims started primarily to secure control of holy sites considered sacred by both groups”1). 
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