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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 


Although I’m a social worker in an adult’s social work team, I have some knowledge of the children services processes and safeguarding pathway. The Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2014 (SSWB(W)A 2014) places duty on all local authority professionals to safeguard. 

Children’s services work with a range of legislations in practice determined by the outcome of the safeguarding referral and identified concerns. The primary legislation that all social workers in Wales work with the SSWB(W)A 2014. The SSWB(W)A 2014 Part 7 of the places empathises on the safeguarding criteria and processes which social workers adhere to. 

Referrals to the team can be made in the form of a multi-agency referral form (MARF). This will provide a detailed account of concerns and family history. The MARF will be screened as per process and determine if the child needs immediate intervention, or they can be supported by an assessment of care and support (XX safeguarding board, 2019) 

If immediate concerns are raised and a child is identified at being at risk of significant harm, then an investigation will be completed under section 47 of the Children Act 1989. This can be undertaken even if an assessment under part 3 of the SSWBWA 2014 has not been conducted. This assessment will determine if the child meets the threshold of the Children Act 1989 section 47, and if so, a strategy meeting will be held with a range of professionals including social services, health and police. The purpose of this would be to discuss the relevant information regarding the case in line with the General Data Protection Regulation 2018. A multi-agency decision would be made as to whether the section 47 assessment should commence or continue if already started. In addition to this it would establish if criminal investigations should be made(Johns, 2017, p64). 

The outcome of the strategy meeting would determine what immediate actions should be taken to safeguard the child. It could result in social services proceeding with an emergency protection order S44 of the children Act 1989 which will allow them to remove the child legally for up to 8 days. Another could be a police protection order S46 which has powers to remove the child for up to 72 hours. 

The Wales safeguarding procedures 2019 and regional safeguarding boards strengthen safeguarding processes in Wales. They operate the SSWB(W)A 2014 part 7. The boards are vital for ensuring that all local services work together in a multi-agency strategic partnership ensuring effectiveness of support to safeguard and promote the wellbeing of the child at risk (xx local safeguarding board, 2019).
Although I work in adult services, I am still accountable to the Codes of Professional Practice, in which I have a duty to protect (social care Wales, 2017). I work with individuals who may have children so it’s imperative that I adhere to process to safeguard all. 
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work



The Social Service and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014) (SSWBWA 2014) is the primary piece of legislative framework for social workers in Wales. The SSWB(W)A 2014 Part 7 sets out clear guidelines on how professionals should report individuals who are at risk of abuse.  There are clear processes and procedures which must be followed in respect of both adults and children identifying how safeguarding is everyone’s duty.  This works in line with the Wales Safeguarding procedures 2019 and local safeguarding boards (Social care Wales, 2025). 
 Although children and adults can be suffering from the same types of abuse, a difference regarding the legislative framework will change if a child is identified that they could be suffering or likely to suffer significant harm. The Children Act 1989 works in conjunction with the SSWB(W)A part 7, and S47 enquiries would be made to investigate the allegations. The local authority has a duty to safeguard the child which could mean taking immediate action. Working within the framework of the Children Act 1989 would provide them with additional powers to implement such as an emergency protection order under section 44 of the Children Act 1989.  Although legislations are incorporated with human rights there will be times that a parent human rights are not considered due to the legal principle “Welfare of the Child is Paramount” under the Children Act 1989. It means that the considerations which might apply to other situations should not be allowed to over-ride the right of children to be protected from harm (Social care Wales, 2025).
Another difference between children and adults safeguarding is around capacity and consent.  The Mental Capacity Act 2005 states that people have the right to make unwise decisions, and we must assume them to have capacity until proven otherwise. Informed consent from adults should always be given wherever possible, although if the individual has capacity but does not consent then a social worker has a professional responsibility to override consent if the adult is being coerced, controlled and intimidated or there has been a crime committed (XX safeguarding board,2018). 
The local authority would not assess a child’s capacity regarding their understanding of risk. The Mental Capacity Act 2005 framework does not work with individuals who are under the age of 16 years. With children the Gillick/Fraser rules can be used to decide if a child is mature enough to make and understand decisions that affect them. Although if a child is identified at being at risk of significant harm, then safeguarding would override this (NSPCC, 2022). 
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