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Task 3. Looking back, evaluate how has your touring theatre production realised in practice elements of Tasks 1 & 2?
 On the whole, I really enjoyed this module. I gained a lot of experience from it that you can’t really get from mainhouse (like adapting to a given space for example) and I think the company were a lot closer than any other I’ve been in.
 I made some good contributions to the class in terms of research; the things I brought up sparked a lot of discussion, and a lot of it furthered the development of our script, and our understanding of “what makes me me?” I think I also took notes well, either direction or from my tutorial; I did my best to apply them, like changing my stance and owning the space I was in. I also learned my lines a lot quicker than usual, which meant I had more time to focus on things like diction, delivery, volume and picking up my cues.
 During tour week, I was definitely helpful instead of a hindrance; I had my job during the get in/get outs, and I didn’t need to be told how or what to do, I just made sure my part was done, and then helped elsewhere if I could, which helped us set up quickly and efficiently. 
 One thing I’m particularly proud of is when I twisted my knee during rehearsals; instead of sitting out, or making a big deal out of it, I just dealt with it and carried on, because what else can you do in the real world? It did mean I had to change some of my blocking (certain positions, walking speed etc) but I made sure that it affected the overall piece in the smallest way possible. Luckily, my knee healed just before we went on tour and I could go back to what I was doing before, but it was a good learning experience.
 I think most of my weaknesses stemmed from my anxiety and learning difficulties, as per, but I overcame them much better than usual. One of my major problems was confidence: my vocal energy was a constant issue, and my volume was too sometimes, and while I learned where I needed to improve and worked hard on those parts of the piece, it was still an issue throughout rehearsals. I also wasn’t confident enough in the space, but I coped with that by focusing on what I was doing instead of who was watching and it made it a lot easier to deal with. I still need to work on my focus too - when I’m in the space, and in general – I think sometimes I get too lost in my thoughts or too into a conversation, and lose track of what’s going on around me.
  I’m not entirely sure our “Me, Me, Me” worked as a touring show for 5-7 year olds. Yes, it was engaging and the kids learned something from it (which is what I said touring was all about in task 2) and we definitely “[provided] access to theatre for areas that otherwise wouldn’t be able to experience it” (2), for example when we went to Ferryside and had to perform in a classroom because they didn’t have space for a show so no doubt they don’t get to see many, but I think a lot of it went over their heads and it was probably too long for 5 year olds to sit through. If I were to do it again, it would probably be for 7-10 year olds; they’re old enough to take in the message about “what makes you you” (1), but young enough that they won’t get bored, or act nonchalantly like the college-age kids we showed it to did. 
 The most surprising thing for me while on tour was just how different the show was taken by different audiences; the older audience members took it as a much more nostalgic piece, whereas the children saw it more as a fun story and asked if it was real, which wasn’t something I expected to happen. The actors always picked up on that energy though, and were able to adapt our delivery accordingly, which I believe is an important part of touring that I don’t think you would get in other types of theatre.
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