The main focus of this assignment is women in domestic abuse and how this group may not be protected by legislation. It will look at areas of concerns and it will focus on areas needs to be modified. The assignment will firstly touch upon a new law that come into force to protect women in domestic abuse from coercive control it allows support to be given it allows support to be given before physical violence takes place as previously before this law came into force it  only allowed prosecution if physical abuse had taken place, this new law recognises verbal abuse, isolation, along with bullying to be a crime, this was a huge concern for victims as abuse it lots of factors not just physical (Dart,2015). Theresa May (2018) raises issues about gaslighting and how she wants to put a stop to domestic abuse. The impact of domestic abuse seems to be an epidemic in society today (Elgot,2018). The assignment will then look at the health and well-being of women affected by domestic abuse and what impacts it has on their lives and the lives of the children if witnessing abuse at home. Domestic abuse can have serious health implications it can heighten stress, skin conditions, asthma, chronic illnesses, hair loss, missing teeth and a whole lot more. Domestic abuse is on the rise and the government promise to help tackle the situation. Hardman (2018) argues that the Brexit deal seems more important to government and thinks the plans to focus on domestic abuse bill may be overlooked as Brexit takes over (Hardman,2015). The assignment mentions Claire’s law a new law that was passed in 2016 which allows people to ask the police about a partner’s previous history to ensure they are not known for abuse. Horley (2018) looks at the fund that has been allocating to support the children who have witnessed abuse or been affected by abuse in the household. It comes as refuge announce the government intervention with the charity Refuge as It aims to help the recovery of affected children through locally commissioned projects. The chief executive of the national domestic violence abuse charity refuge is very appreciative of the support received as it has been affected prior to this due to funding cuts and some refuges have been seen to close (Horley,2018).


A new law, which has the potential to be used when a relationship involves bullying, isolation or verbal abuse comes into force in 2016. Coercive Control allows support to be given before physical violence takes place. Blair speaks to DI Craig Nicholson and Michelle Donnelly of Hull Women’s Aid about the consequences. Coercive is a new criminal act it came into force in 2016, sentencing can be up to five years in prison (Dart,2015).

Elgot (2018) stated that MP’s back campaign to strengthen domestic abuse bill Most MP’s have had to deal with domestic abuse issues recently. It is a new call to strengthen the law on domestic violence. Theresa may recently hinted that that the government is aware and realise the offence is coercive control when it was raised by MP’s about ‘gaslighting’ this is when the abuser convinces the victim that they have mental health issues. The issue raised by John whittingdale former culture secretary in parliament he spoke about the suicide of Natalie Lewis-Hoyle the daughter of the common’s deputy speaker Sir Lindsay Hoyle. The inquest stated Natalie was in a toxic relationship before she died. This had fuelled the suggestion of the offence coercion. The issue out there is a huge concern and since the introduction of the offence there has already been over three hundred successful prosecutions (Elgot,2018).

Recent report from the women’s Aid states Domestic Abuse can have a massive impact on the well-being and health of the individuals and of the children of the victim. Physical effects for the victims can be direct and immediate such as cuts, bruises, missing teeth, broken bones, hair loss, stillbirths, miscarriages and other complications of pregnancy. Domestic abuse can also lead to more chronic illnesses or worsen health problems of any kind including epilepsy, asthma, digestive problems, migraine, hypertension or even skin disorders. Abuse of any kind can impact your mental health and may lead to misuse of drugs and alcohol. It can even affect the health of your children as witnessing abuse. Victims will need to receive support by medical staff if they have been injured straight away by your General Practitioner or go to the NHS emergency centre/hospital to get the injury seen too. Ask the medical staff what happened and ask them to record and document the incident as the information may be needed later if it went to court (Womens Aid,2018).

Brainwashing is a form of emotional abuse that washes the victim "clean" of any healthy, independent thinking. Some tactics used by an abuser can be brainwashing for example.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Saying "I know you better than you know you" is an insidious and dangerous tactic used by the emotional abuser. No one can know you better than you! No one can know what you are thinking! No one can know what you are feeling! In healthy relationships the partners understand this and check in with each other. Sometimes you have a pretty good idea and might even be right, but healthy people recognize and respect that their partner's internal world is a private and sacred space. Healthy people check out their hunches about what's going on with their mate: "You seem angry to me...are you? What's going on?" In emotionally abusive relationships the victim often finds themselves feeling that they must argue about their own thoughts, feelings, perceptions etc. as the emotional abuser insists, they know what's going on inside you better than you. It's incredibly painful stuff (Rapini,2018).





Many people who’ve never experienced domestic abuse do not understand why someone who is being abused stays in the situation, they don’t understand the reasons victims stay, no support system, fear, lack. of access to the resources, abuser control of money supply (Financial Abuse) and fear of losing custody of the children. Victims are 70 times more likely to be killed in the few weeks after leaving but one reason that is rarely talked about is psychological manipulation that occurs within the abusive relationship. Some victims get brainwashed to believe its their own fault, that they deserve to be treated this way. The abuser often will use tactics on the victim like attack on identity, saying things like your skirt is too short, your wearing far too much make up. Step two they establish guilt, guilt is an effective tactic in mind control. Step three could be self-betrayal the victim is filled with guilt and shame, victims can be bullied into cutting communication with friends and family, victim abandons needs, victim can begin to make poor choices that are harmful to well-being. Step four = gaslighting techniques are used to push victim over the edge of sanity, victims no longer recognise themselves. Step five can be victims feel a deep sense of gratitude completely out of proportion to the deed. Just as the victim can literally take no more, abuser offers leniency a, small gesture of good will or act of kindness. Step six is compulsion to confess, victims is extremely grateful for small gestures between abuse and manipulation, they begin to argue with criticism. Step seven is the channelling of guilt victims does not know what they have done wrong, they just know they are wrong. Step eight is realising of guilt = logical dishonouring victims has come to believe they themselves are not bad, but believe they were wrong. Victims can escape wrongness by adopting abuser’s belief systems. These brain washing tactics are very similar to those used on prisoners and war or members of a cult. In domestic abusive situations, the brain washer process become a cycle and steps continue to be repeated. The moment an abuser begins to feel the victim is ‘slipping from their control’, they will re-assault their identity, this will begin the process all over again  

‘An average of 137 women across the world are killed by a partner or family member every day, according to new data released by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime’ (UNODC).

“May (2018) introduced laws criminalising coercive control and disclosure scheme allowing people to ask police about whether a new partner has a history of abuse offences.” (May, 2018) 
Included in the new bill will be a definition of domestic abuse which includes non-physical abuse, economic abuse, as well as allowing for tough sentencing especially in cases involving children and creating new domestic abuse protection orders that allow police to step in earlier. However, figures gathered by the Guardian in March proved millions of pounds have been cut from council spending for vulnerable women, refugees and children. 178b authorities responded to the Guardian’s request of information; 65% had cut funding in real terms since 2010, amounting to an average fall for each of £38,000 or 6.8million in total (Gov.uk,2018).

‘Gaslighting’ is already covered in the offence of coercive control in the Serious Crime Act 2015. Over 100 MPs and peers have all backed the campaign to strengthen measures for the upcoming domestic abuse bill, these included Dianne Abbott the Shadow Home Secretary, former Cabinet Minister Justine Greening and Ian Duncan Smith. MP Carolyn Harris, 2018 refers to domestic abuse as a ’silent national epidemic’ she has written to Teresa May to consider the proposal from Hestia’s “UK say No More” campaign this is a mental health funding for support for children who have experienced or witnessed domestic abuse, children have been proven to have log-term affects after witnessing or receiving abuse, the refuge charity Hestia are calling for peers and MPs to back the campaign for stronger measures in the upcoming Domestic Abuse Bill. (Harris, 2018) Harris stated domestic abuse destroys lives and children’s futures, she said “I welcome the domestic Abuse Bill, but the Government can and must go further”. (Harris, 2018)
Austerity has inflicted ‘great misery’ on UK citizens, UN says. According to Phillip Aston, UN rapporteur on human rights and extreme poverty, states that child poverty has risen and at levels of disgrace, it’s an economic disaster. The UK is the fifth world’s largest economy. Around 14 million living in poverty that’s a fifth of the population. 1.5 million are destitute and unable to buy essentials, he stated citing figures from the Institute of Fiscal Studies and the Joseph Rowntree Foundation. He highlighted predictions of the rate of child poverty could still rise an extra 7% between 2015 and 2022 even to a rate of 40%. Compassion has been lost during the last decade of austerity policies that have been so profound and the main elements of the post war social contract, devised by William Beverage over 70 years ago had been abolished. Britain and Austerity is in breach of four UN Human Rights agreements relating to children, women, economic and social rights and disabled people (Booth, Butler, 2018).

As the Brexit deals come closer the concerns about future of women’s rights in Britain when the country leaves the EU, in particular if it is no longer within the jurisdiction of the European Court of Justice (Jenkins,2017).

The people of Britain have decided to vote to leave the European Union after a historic referendum after they refused to take advice off the main Westminster party leaders and alternatively took a dive into the political unknown. (Guardian, 2016) 
Britain is due to leave the European Union on March 2019, 136 days remaining until the UK is due to leave, House of Commons are due to sit before 29.03.19.
“Overwhelmingly, the British people want us to get on with delivering Brexit, and I determined to deliver for them. I want them to know that I will not be compromised on what people voted for in the referendum. This will not be an agreement at any cost” (May, 2018).
Extreme right or far right is a political label used to recognise movements and parties on fascist, racist, and/or extremely reactionary ideologies. Them on the far right encourage the idea of the ‘inequality of outcome’ meaning one group better than another.


Government takes action to tackle domestic abuse. A recent government launched a meeting consultation on domestic violence and abuse, it looks for new stronger laws and powers to be in place to support and protect survivors (Gov.uk). Domestic Abuse can be in many different factors it can shatter the lives of victims and their families, the Government has promised to propose new laws to assist and to transform the approach to this awful crime. (Gov.uk) The consultation was held by Teresa May the Prime Minister along with Amber Rudd the Home Secretary and Justice Secretary David Gauke in order to seek to views to include special measures to be included in the Governments draft proposal to Domestic Abuse Bill. Government want to ensure to get this landmark legislation correct, in order to do this, they seek to hear from individuals that have been affected by abuse in any form, they want to gather views from professionals, survivors, charities and the public and together they aim to put a stop to this (Gov.uk,2018).

The new approach will include new protection orders to better protect individuals involved in domestic abuse by allowing courts to implement bounds of conditions on the abuser. This will result in attending programmes to address the underlying issues and addictions, compulsory alcohol treatment, use electronic tagging to monitor them. Under this new proposal any abuser breaching the new order would become a criminal offence.  abuse has long term effects on the individual, it effects well-being and even mental health. The Government has a duty to protect others from this happening to them and need to support those already affected (Gov.uk,2018).
A recent study has shown that adults, who as a child witnessed domestic abuse, are far more likely to experience abuse by a partner as an adult, and so an £8 million fund is being allocated to support children who witness domestic abuse, which is aimed to help their recovery through locally commissioned projects. A chief Executive of the National domestic violence abuse charity Refuge said Refuge thanks the intentions of the government to put survivors at the heart of its effort to stamp out domestic abuse. The Government has great involvement with Refuge up to this point and continue to do so, a new national model for refuges has been introduced. The Government has proposed to commit to sustainable refuge funding alongside the launch of the consultation (Horley, 2018). Refuge is the largest provider, it supports more than 6000 children and women a day between the services. This service is life-changing and life-saving for the victims of domestic abuse. (Horley 2018).

According to Hardman (2018) the governments grand plan looks like it’s about to fail, the ‘flagship policy has been treated so casually by the department. Brexit appears to be main headlines so what is happening to the domestic agenda opposed by the government. Universal credit has for example is a ‘flagship’ the conservatives introduced social reform it seems more like the sinking titanic. And still to come is yet another ‘flagship’ about to set sail in the construction of the domestic abuse bill, this also looks like it may rupture (Hardman,2018).
Ministers at the home office seem motivated with the legislation to help prevent lives. The new bill will be introduced with first statutory definition of domestic abuse, it will also include non-physical abuse such as financial and emotional. It also will generate a domestic abuse commissioner, this mean local and central government will be held accountable by the commissioner. The main concern is how the government works as a whole or, in this case of domestic abuse, how it does not work this appears to be the main issue and how it’s failing for domestic abuse victims. The universal credit is criticized as it appears to be a concern, MP’s on the home affairs select committee emphasised the conflict between the governments task to tackle financial abuse and the design of the benefit. Presently it does not appear to help individuals at all, the benefit is being paid to the family rather than the individual, and this can cause issues if the partner is controlling, some have asked to split the universal credits from their partners, but not many have done this as they feel the person abusing them will worsen. The committee has recognised that this method of payments will reduce the independence of some women and this could make them more vulnerable to the abuser and then there be more chance of the individual staying with the abuser. Campaigners raised concerns over the payments since it was introduced in 2011 when the reform bill was introduced at parliament in 2011. This area for concern could be improved if the universal credit was distributed evenly to individual and not to the household as there is room for abuse, it encourages the abuser to control the money, this leaves the women vulnerable and unable to access their own money. Its unfairly spent and causes issues in the household leaving people in poverty (Hardman, 2018).

Eventually if a woman does manage to flee from the abuser and seeks a refuge the issue faced then its very difficult to access women refuge as there is a shortage of rooms, up to ninety women and children are turned down each day for secure refuge. Due to severe funding cuts refuges have lost a lot of staff and even closures of lots of refuges resulting in shortage of secure refuge for the needed (Hardman,2018)

