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Explanation – Following your visit to the National Botanic Gardens of Wales or a similar setting, prepare a suitable resource and explain how you would use the resource to support identified aspects of the delivery of Science, ESDGC and the wider curriculum.
In this module I have created 6 lesson plans that link to ESDGC, and the Primary curriculum. In this essay I’ll be outlining how I’ve made these links whether it’s through the general environment, changes in the local area or looking at how the seemingly irrelevant effects our planet. 
ESDGC has many definitions depending on who you ask but they are all similar in theme. For example, the Welsh Assembly Government (WAG, 2008) defines it as being about “the big issues in the world… and about how they relate to each other and to us”. This relates to the concern that children must be well informed of these topics as they will impact them more due to our actions. Similarly, it can be defined as a way to create active, informed and responsible citizens willing to take responsibility for themselves and their communities (Huddleston, T & Kerr, D. 2006). 
Officially ESDGC can be split into 7 themes. The main idea of these themes is that they should not only relate to the pupil but also to any topics they might be studying. These broad themes relate to why there is no definitive definition for ESDGC. This is beneficial otherwise it would become too rigid and difficult to implement into the everyday activities in the classroom. For example, if we were to say that ESDGC is about saving the planet, then the theme of ‘Identity and Culture’ would lose focus as teachers and children would be concentrating on at big schemes and laws. These things are important, but to improve the world, we must first look to see how we can improve ourselves and the local area. Not everything we do needs to be ground breaking. This everyday relevance is why ESDGC is so important. No matter who you are it has a world-wide value. Overall, what most definitions have in common is that they all push for citizens that can positively contribute to the local community and the world.
 Despite debate on the overall meaning of ESDGC, its values are widely common. The importance of Citizenship in general has been emphasised by many as “if taught well and tailored to local needs, its skills and values will enhance democratic life for all of us, both rights and responsibilities” (Crick, B. (1999) as cited by Huddleston, T & Kerr, D. 2006). Unfortunately, this was seen through the political lens rather than the everyday necessity as we see it today. Today all children in Wales are expected to develop identity, skills and overall opportunities through ESDGC and the wider curriculum (Donaldson 2015). People expect children to be informed about the current and future responsibilities they have in their local and global community. By introducing these issues in primary school, it becomes a common thread throughout their lives. This is demonstrated by the Welsh Government pushing for this awareness in the curriculum and common legislature. 
The Well-Being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015: which involves the country thinking about how their decisions impact the long-term social, economic, environmental and cultural well-being of Wales; relates closely to the themes of ESDGC. For example, the goal of having a “Globally responsible Wales” relates to themes of ‘Choices and Decisions’, ‘Climate Change’, ‘Consumption and Waste’ and ‘Natural Environment’. This isn’t the only area ESDGC is connected to. In the current curriculum the Welsh Government specifically outlines that “this generation is likely to face the toughest environmental challenges yet to be experienced by mankind” (WAG, 2007). It can be seen in the YCC through learning about wales and its relationship with sustainable development through history up to the present day and in terms of the wider world (ACCAC 2003). 
What is important now is for ESDGC to be made a natural part of the classroom and the national curriculum. Teachers should encourage pupils to take responsibility in class and in school, exposing them to human rights, the importance of democratic engagement, the resolution of conflict and the fragile nature of the planet (Grigg, R. & Hughes, S. 2013).
Many worry about ESDGC as it isn’t a specific subject but rather a common theme which makes it harder to implement. Despite this, ESDGC is shown to benefit schools and pupils since it was first demanded. In the past schools, despite acknowledging the overall morale of ESDGC, made more references to sustainable development than to global citizenship as seen through lack of pupil participation unless through recycling schemes (Estyn 2006). Compare this to the present where “there is now no significant difference between pupils’ understanding of sustainable development and their understanding of global citizenship” (Estyn, June 2014).  ESDGC is a part of giving children real life experiences and exposing them, gradually to these global issues. 
[bookmark: _Hlk530514851]In my lessons I have linked at least some aspect of ESDGC. My aim was to create lessons that did have some direct links to ESDGC through discussions and debates, but has topics running parallel to it. This includes my first foundation phase lesson “the Global Conversation” which aims to introduce the country of the Netherlands through around 4 simples, yet engaging, cross curricular activities. This lesson aims to create a personal connection between the pupil and other countries. This lesson starts with the connection I would have as the teacher with my grandparents. Activity 1: an activity involving making a windmill and designing clogs; covers Creative Development through looking at colour, line, and pattern thanks to the information mats which include Dutch art, photography and pottery. Children are encouraged to discuss the activity (LNF) and recognising the similarities to welsh culture. 
Activity 2: an activity where children observe learn and create Dutch folk dancing; covers Physical development through pupils working in groups to create dances liked to Dutch folk dancing. Creative Development and Creative Movement are featured most pre-dominantly as the focus is on learning about the Netherland’s traditional music and dance.  It’s YCC coverage is the same as activity 1 but it also promotes Numeracy skills through following the beats of the music and making dances to match their melody and rhythm allowing children to develop/communicate practical mathematical skills in a range of contexts. 
Activity 3: an activity which involves children trying different Dutch food and deciding which they like best; is a lot more focused on being a unique experience/source of stimuli and their reactions to it, linking it to knowledge and understanding. In this lesson children are encouraged to form opinions and make decisions about the food as a familiar subject. Discussion about the activity is highly encouraged (Literacy). Although seemingly simple, this is another cross curricular activity which covers elements from Creative Development through experiencing traditions from different cultures. Activity 4: an activity which involves learning the song “the mouse in the windmill”, is the equivalent of learning a Dutch nursery rhyme which creates connections Wales and Europe.  This mainly covers knowledge and understanding of the world, learning how and why people and places are linked. Creative Development is mainly covered through looking at the music and culture of the Netherlands. 
“The Global Conversation” in terms of ESDGC is a lot more focused compared to its curriculum coverage as it covers mainly ‘Identity and Culture’. The reason behind this is that the lesson encourages pupils to develop their own identity in terms of where they live within the context of a wider world. This is why my 4 activities are similar to what you might cover on a Welsh themed day. By acknowledging he ordinary similarities of these two cultures the children would form a better appreciation for both cultures. By comparing pupils can also see what differences they have, why this is a good thing and how, through this we can learn from each other. 
My second Foundation Phase lesson “Plants – The Strange and Wonderful” revolves around two activities that aim to create awareness of the different plants around the world and promote their value. Both activities are cross curricular. Activity 1 covers knowledge and understanding of the world through investigating indoor and outdoor environments. Through identifying investigating the plants in the outdoor environment it covers ‘Myself and other living things’. Activity 2 mainly looks at Places and People through the activity recognising differences between wales and other places around the world. Through ‘Myself and other living things’ children can observe differences between plants and categorise them. 
 “Plants – The Strange and Wonderful” in terms of ESDGC includes ‘The Natural Environment’; ‘Climate change’; and ‘Identity and Culture’. It does this by giving children a real-life experience of how not all the planet looks the same, feels the same or even smells the same. This realisation gives Wales distinctive features that are unique to itself. We are a part of that uniqueness. Rather than getting pupils to look at pictures of cool plants, buy being up close children form a personal connection to them making the idea of them disappearing have a much bigger impact. 
My third Foundation Phase lesson “Planet Earth’s Supermarket” revolves around getting the children to be aware of where their food comes from and why this matters. The main activity revolves around role-playing as the global supermarket, buying different foods from different countries/stalls. This activity creates connections between different places and people while looking at how their own actions may damage the environment (People and Places). For example, after learning where some of our food comes from pupils would discuss why this is a good/bad thing and why what they could do about it. Other parts of the curriculum include role playing, adopting that role using appropriate language (LNF) and practicing number through money (LNF). In terms of the YCC the it mainly focuses on how Wales is connected to rest of the world. 
“Planet Earth’s Supermarket” in terms of ESDGC covers ‘Consumption and Waste’; ‘The Natural Environment’; and ‘Climate Change’. This is done through looking at how transporting all our food long distances may damage the environment. Although common themes this is directly referenced to in the plenary where children label where the food comes from on a map/globe. This gives children a visual que on how far a distance we must travel to get apples or strawberries. This then leads into a discussion about how this might be bad and what we could do about it. 
My First Key Stage 2 lesson “The Reservoir Debate” revolves around sustainable energy, specifically the less commonly talked about reservoirs and another flood control. The lesson links into a previous trip to Nant-Y-Moch, and the debate of whether reservoirs and other flood control would benefit the people and the landscape. In terms of curriculum coverage, it is a cross curricular activity by giving opportunities to consider different interpretations and distinguish between ‘facts’, beliefs and opinions, giving reasons and begin to recognise bias (Science) and describe the causes and consequences of how places and environments change due to the need for sustainability (Geography). Opportunities to explain ideas with supporting details, including observations and exploration where relevant (LNF) and learning about sustainable development in Wales and the wider world (YCC). 
“The Reservoir Debate” in terms of ESDGC covers ‘Climate Change’; ‘The Natural Environment’; ‘Choices and Decisions’; and ‘Identity and Culture’. The first three themes are covered through looking at why renewable energy is important, how it effects the surrounding area i.e. an entire area being underwater; and considering the factors that may or may not warrant renewable energy, like a reservoir, being built. In terms of ‘Identity and Culture’ however the lesson encourages pupils to make personal connections to these debates using the previous visit to Nant-Y-Moch. This isn’t an argument that relates only to countries far away this is an important issue that Wales is dealing with right now. This will be discovered when the children are researching. 
My second Key Stage 2 lesson “The Planet is Having a Party” is a RE lesson that should inform children of different celebrations and religions and respecting those differences. Activity 1 revolves around the Muslim holiday: Mawlid al Nabi, who Muhamad and making a traditional dessert dish for the event. Activity 2 on the other hand revolves around the Buddhist holiday: The Elephant Festival. Activity 2 comes in 2 parts, one being a craft and the other a worksheet asking pupils to make up their own holidays. In terms of the curriculum it focuses on exploring religious beliefs, teachings and practice(s) and asking, discussing and responding to fundamental questions raised by their own experiences, the world around them and aspects of religion (RE). The worksheet provides an opportunity to use different sentence structures, and produce legible, cursive handwriting (LNF). What really summarises this lesson though is the YCC coverage including gaining knowledge about the religious beliefs and practices of Wales, Christian and other religions. 
“The Planet is having a Party” in terms of ESDGC covers mainly ‘Identity and Culture’ through looking at how own identity and culture relates to other people and their individual identity’s and cultures even through simple things such as celebrations. By finding common ground through celebrations it creates a gateway to learning about the religions themselves, giving pupils a much more personal connection to the variety of people that populate the world. 
My third key stage 2 lesson “Home is where the Heart is” is a practical lesson which teaches children on the history of homes and the difficulties our ancestors may have gone through, through a practical, hands on approach.  This lesson would link into the teaching of Celtic History throughout the year. In the main activity the class would be split into two. One half focuses on the Celts and the homes they lived in i.e. the roundhouse. The other half focuses on the Ancient Egyptians and how the peasants and farmers would have lived. In terms of the curriculum it directly covers the Iron Age Celts and covers an aspect of daily life (either houses and homes or food and farming or transport) in a unique context (History). For both eras this lesson gives pupils an idea of how life was like for the rich and poor, men and women, in terms of where they lived. 
 “Home is where the Heart is” in terms of ESDGC covers 2 themes. ‘The Natural Environment’ is covered through looking at how people built their homes out of natural resources found around them. This is then compared to how people are still using these methods today. ‘Identity and Culture’ is demonstrated through teaching the history of Wales and how Celts impacted our culture and landscape. One example is that you can’t find any remnants of round houses from the Celtic era. Children should question whether this is a good or bad thing. 
In conclusion ESDGC, although it’s not a specific subject, is extremely important and must be implemented into lessons as much as possible. This is not difficult as shown by my lesson plans. If you keep in mind the themes of ESDGC the children will always benefit.
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