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Based on a particular type of material evidence – like coinage, stone sculpture, metal works, etc. – in a region of your choice in mainland Europe, critically discuss the Greek and Roman influence during the 3rd-1st century BC.
The development of the Padama Drachma, found within the territory of the Insubres, shows us a great deal about the extent of Graeco-Roman influences and how they change over time. Over time, the iconography displayed on the coins shifts from a more Hellenic style natural looking image (fig. 1), to a more abstract, localised image, (fig. 2) by the 1st Century BC. The legends of the coins also change from the Greek MAΣΣA, to illegible markings, (fig. 3) to Lepontic legends in the same time frame. This essay will attempt to show that these coins are an excellent case study in revealing the way in which the Insubres adapted to Roman control culturally and economically, through analysing the purpose, iconography, use of text, and materials of the coins to show what changes occurred and why these changes happened.
The first issue which must be discussed is the iconography shown on the coins. The adoption of the Massalia coin by the Insubres is attributed by Kellner as showing a desire for the locals to emulate the ‘superior’ culture of the Mediterranean.[footnoteRef:1] However, it is more likely that they were emulating such a coin for similar reasons to the use of imported grave goods in tombs, as a way of showing the power of a particular community through their links to other powerful states. Showing a link to a polis as powerful as Massalia would have shown that the local elites were well connected and had strong allies. This is important, given their use as status symbols, and as payment for mercenaries, as discussed by Kellner himself, as well as Haeussler.[footnoteRef:2] This usage as a status symbol for elites is also important during their integration into Roman rule. The change in style, as pointed out by Haeussler, shows that the locals had a different sense of identity to the rest of Italy, so the local elites had to portray these local identities as a means of consolidating their power.[footnoteRef:3] Therefore, the increasing abstraction of depictions on the coins can be attributed to local elites shifting away from representing power through relations to others, and towards a representation of their power which can be easily recognised and understood by locals. [1:  Kellner, 1991, p. 451.]  [2:  Kellner, 1991, p. 451; Haeussler, 2013, p. 99.]  [3:  Haeussler, 2013, p.p. 97, 101.] 

Another aspect of these coins which must be viewed is the change in the legend from Greek to Lepontic. This has been attributed by Prosdocimi as a sign of resistance to Roman culture, presenting the Lepontic script as a ‘national alphabet’, rather than Latin.[footnoteRef:4] However, as Haeussler points out, Latin had not been widely adopted in any form in northern Italy at the time, and therefore was not prominent enough to warrant resistance.[footnoteRef:5] Instead, he relates the shift of the Greek legend to indecipherable markings to illiteracy and the adoption of Lepontic as relating to terminology for magistrates (rikos), further illustrating the purpose of the coinage as a consolidation of power by elites.[footnoteRef:6] Although it may certainly be true that the makers and audience of the coins may have been illiterate with Greek, this could also be explained with the earlier terms of no longer needing to show a link with Massalia to demonstrate status, due to the incorporation into Roman rule, making the depiction of MAΣΣA rather redundant. The use of terminology relating to magistrates also backs this up, as the coins, rather than being a representation of status through relations with another powerful state, are representations of local magistrates to the local people. Therefore, the move away from the representation of MAΣΣA is the result of a mixture of illiteracy and the lack of need to be associated with Massalia, and the adoption of Lepontic script is a result of the power of local elites during Roman rule, rather than any form of cultural resistance. [4:  Prosdocimi, 1991, p. 56-7.]  [5:  Haeussler, 2013, p. 105.]  [6:  Haeussler, 2013, p.p. 101-103.] 

The final issue which must be addressed is the economic purpose of the coinage. Some scholars attribute the Roman conquest of northern Italy with increased trade relations between them and the rest of Italy, with the Insubres using the localisation of their coinage to show the economic power of their community.[footnoteRef:7] As stated previously, Haeussler initially assigns the coinage with a display of social status, backed up by the lack of replacement with the Denarius until the 1st Century BC, with the increasing monetisation of the economy over time leaving the social role redundant due to the means of obtaining status through trade.[footnoteRef:8] This view of the increasing monetisation of the economy is supported by a 2016 study showing a debasement of the silver content of the coins from 98% silver in the early coins, matching it with the original Massalian coins, to 72% in the later coins, roughly matching contemporary Roman victoriati (fig. 4).[footnoteRef:9] This shows a shift in the purpose of the Massalia coin from a status object designed for giving as tokens of gratitude, towards a more monetary purpose, for use in exchanges or taxation with the wider Roman world. It also illustrates how the position of elites changed from gaining or maintaining power and status through prestigious links to wealthy states, to having power through integration into Roman society and through economic power, backing Haeussler’s view of the localised imagery eventually becoming redundant as the purpose changed and the social role lost its meaning, and that the eventual adoption of the Denarius was the choice of the locals, rather than being forced upon the population.[footnoteRef:10] Overall, this change in silver content to match with the Roman currency standards shows that as the Insubres became more integrated into the wider Roman economy, the function of their coinage changed, and with that, the purpose of the iconography and legends also changed to fit with the requirements of Roman domination, with the coins themselves eventually becoming redundant. [7:  Arslan, 1991, p.470; Cunliffe, 1997, p. 212.]  [8:  Haeussler, 2013, p.p. 99, 107-8.]  [9:  Corsi et. al., 2016, p. 505.]  [10:  Haeussler, 2013, p.p. 104, 108.] 

Generally speaking, the Padana Drachma’s development shows that the initial adoption of a Hellenic style coin, based on that of Massalia’s filled a social role as a status symbol linking the local elites to a wealthy, powerful state to show wide-reaching relations. Following the Roman conquest of north Italy and as the coins became more widely circulated, the need for the local elites to transition towards showing a more localised identity to consolidate their positions of power led to the abandonment of references to Massalia on the coins, as well as more local styled iconography. The adoption of Lepontic legends referring to these local elites also served to increase these magistrates’ prestige among the population. By the 1st Century BC, the economy of the Insubres had become more economically integrated into the Roman world, leading to increased monetisation, with the silver content of the coins lowering to match the surrounding currency standard. This meant that the imagery of Massalia, and eventually the local iconography, had lost its original purpose, leading to the coins being abandoned in favour of the Denarius for the sake of convenience. Overall, these coins show how a newly integrated Roman province reacts and adapts to their new situation.
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Figure 1: CCCBM 18, 3rd Century BC. Imitation of Massalian coin. From Wildwinds.com
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Figure 2: Padane Drachma with Lepontic legend rikos. From Haeussler, 2013, p. 103.
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Figure 3: CCCBM II Type IC Padane Drachma, with pseudo-legend, 2nd Century BC. From Wildwinds.com
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Figure 4: Graph illustrating the decline in silver content among Padana Drachma by type. From Corsi et. al., 2016, p. 505.
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