6/2/2011
Topic 8: 
Zealots & Heretics, Pilgrims & Crusaders	

A guide to Lecture 1: ‘From Peace of God to Holy War’

Overview:
· Church attitude shifts: promotion of peace --- support for Holy War
· A prefiguring of crusade?
· Peace of God (Pax Dei) : suppression of disorder
· Assembles for promulgation of peace 
· Begins in south of France                                       violence against the Church 
· Charroux, 989: legislation                                      violence against defenceless
· Descriptions: Ralph Glaber
· Truce of God (Treuga Dei): bans on fighting
· Sundays, Holy Days, Lent
· Violence between Christian warriors
· Historical debates: origins, ‘Movement’ V movements.
· Contexts: Post-Carolingian disorder? Power vacuums? Noble self-interest at expense of poor? Church concern with poor?
· From suppression to redirection:  shifting relationship b/w Church & violence.
Challenges to Conventional Wisdom:
· Rhetoric of violence & appeal to peace not new in 11th cent
· Blessing of warriors: mass, confession, absolution.
· Rhetoric of legitimate warfare: pagan Vikings, Norman Conquest 1066.
· Peace councils dispersed in place & time, local. J.A. Bowman in Early Medieval Europe 8 (1999), pp. 99-129.
· Early ecclesiastical appeals to peace: Augustine.
· Peace & Truce not one movement at one time.
· Changing definition of violence.
· Direct link with crusades unsustainable: Marcus Bull article in History (1993); idem, Knightly Piety and the First Crusade (1993).
· Different impulses, same context
Gregory VII and the Spiritualisation of War:
· Notions of penance converging with notions of war.
· Gregory’s role/s:
· 1078, Roman synod:
· Secular warfare illegitimate --- knights’ profession is sinful
· Fighting for justice legitimate
· Defensive alliances with Norman leaders, esp. against Muslims.
· Preaches bellum justum (just war) against Henry IV.
· 1074 summons army to liberate Holy Land.
· Transforms meaning of militia Christi: spiritual warfare becomes physical (in obedience to papal purpose only). I.S. Robinson, ‘Gregory VII and the Soliders of Christ’, History 58 (1973).
Holy War:
· Runciman: Long act of intolerance in the name of God.
· Christ’s doctrines of peace & forgiveness V holy war?
· Old Testament V early Christian writers:
· OT: wars acceptable to God; martial imagery of Revelation; war as fulfilment of Matthew 16:24 (Urban II & the crusading call).
· Allegories of spiritual struggle only (Origen).
· Defining violence, warfare & the enemy: 
· inimicus (personal enemy – no violence); hostis (enemy of the state – violence ok)
· Spiritual conflict becomes wider doctrine of battle
· Justifications in Bible, Classical philosophy, Jewish thought.
· Gradual process
· F. Russell, The Just War in the Middle Ages (1975)
Just War:
· Aristotle: war fought for peace
· Roman law: casus belli – defence of the realm, culpable enemy
· Christian Roman Empire: emergence of Christian/Christianized notion of just war
· Laity, but not clergy, should fight for Christian empire
· Augustine’s theory of just war (according to Ambrose):	
· Just causes		enshrined in 
· Defensive aims		Roman law
· To be sanctioned by legitimate authority 
· Fighters to be motivated by right intentions

11th Century Contexts for Legitimate War:
· Geographical: 
· Muslims in Spain, Sicily, Palestine; pagans in Northern & NE Europe; enemies of pope in Italy. 
· War in these spheres could be meritorious
· Political:
· Shifting relationship between Latin Christians & neighbours: trade and contact; (western) Christian expansionism; notions of the inimical ‘other’.
· Pope as chief authorising power for wars. (Attitude to Normans)

Crusades:
· Not all holy wars are crusades:
· Crusade = croisade = croix (cross): French, 13th cent; 11th and 12th-cent ‘crusaders’ saw themselves as pilgrims.
· Jonathan Riley-Smith:   CRUSADE = holy war + pilgrimage + Jerusalem.
· The ‘Crusades’: holy wars, mostly against Muslims, 1095-1272; later attempts to take Jerusalem.
· Casus belli: Muslim (Seljuk Turk) conquest of Asia Minor; NOT fall of Jerusalem 638.
· More to do with West than East?
· Christopher Tyerman, God’s War: A New History of the Crusades (2006)

Urban II, Pilgrimage and Crusade:
· The Call:
· 27 November 1095, Clermont 
· Calling all pilgrims: take up arms, obtain remission of sins.
· Pre-planned, rehearsed, stage-managed. Not a spontaneous rally.
· Dual aims: 
· Liberate Eastern Christian brothers from oppressive orthodox Church.
· Liberate Jerusalem from the Muslims. 
· The role of pilgrimage:
· Crusaders to get pilgrims’ protection.
· Spiritual links: liturgical & penitential (processions, fasting, barefoot walks); vows, crosses.
· Universal appeal: men & women, knights & peasants; rich & poor; young & old; able & infirm --- all under the leadership of the pope
· Message spread by popular preachers: e.g. Peter the Hermit.
· Convergence of concepts of HW, pilgrimage, liberation of Jerusalem.

First Crusade:
· Popularity:
· Widespread popularity & fervour: 
· 136 000 take the cross, 1096x1101              Jonathan Riley-Smith
· Only 10% noble & knightly    
· Remedy for sin of living & dead
· Liberate Christian brothers from Muslim enslavement
· Fusion of military & religious ideals
· Land hunger
· Visit shrines in Holy Land
· Events:
· Multiple armies, multiple routes; Peter the Hermit & People’s Crusade. 
· Massacre of Jews: crusade as blood feud; People’s Crusade destroyed by Turks.
· 1097: crossing of Byzantine Balkans & Turkish controlled Anatolia.
· 1097-8: siege of Antioch, trauma, visions, Holy Lance of Antioch. Huge modern literature: Thomas S. Asbridge, ‘The Holy Lance of Antioch: power, devotion and memory on the First Crusade’, Reading Medieval Studies 33 (2007), pp. 3-36.
· 1099: capture of Jerusalem, horrific massacre of Jews and Muslims
· Euphoria & inspiration throughout Christendom

Crusade as Holy War:
· Clearer articulation of how holy war could advance Christianity against Muslims & Eastern Church.
· Concept of crusade fixed:
· Holy War on behalf of Christ against Muslims Holy Land & Spain
· Participants wear crosses & take vows.
· Have indulgences & pilgrims’ privileges
· Papal sanctions against those who fail to fulfil vows. 
· Rhetoric applicable to other situations.

Military Orders:
· A new kind of religious life: monastic + military; religious + lay
· Knights Templar:
· ‘Order of the Poor Knights of Christ and the Temple of Solomon’.
· Founded 1120 by Hugh de Paynes
· Endorsed by church 1129
· Supported by Bernard of Clairvaux: de laude nouae militia
· Impoverishment short-lived --- very wealthy (jealousy)
· Rule of St Benedict, Cistercian style; white habit + red cross
· Clear mission, ample resources, tax exemptions: vanguard of key crusader battles 
· Knights Hospitaller:
· ‘Order of the Hospital of St John of Jerusalem’.
· Grew out of Jerusalem pilgrim hospice: nursing order turned military.
· Many high ranking recruits.
· Fully militarised by 1206.
· Free from episcopal control.
· Major defensive functions in Palestine.

Second Crusade:
· 1145-1149
· Bernard of Clairvaux preaches, 1147: 
· Another great set-piece scene.
· King presides wearing the cross.
· Preached outside basilica of Vezelay.
· Initial success: mass movement & great support from royals.
· Complete & utter failure. Nothing achieved at all.

Third crusade:
· 1189-1192
· Response to fall of Jerusalem: Battle of Hatin 1187 (Saladin), massacre of crusaders
· Closely associated with the kings who lead it:
· Richard the Lionheart
· Philip Augustus
· Frederick Barbarossa
· Catastrophe, disaster & Jerusalem in Muslim hands

Later Crusades:
· Renewed attempts to take Jerusalem:
· Fourth Crusade (1202-1204), preached by Innocent III.
· Derailed --- sack of Constantinople, 1204.
· Albigensian crusade; expeditions against enemies of papacy.
· Crusader possessions in Palestine are lost 1268-91.

Significance?
· Theology of just war
· Relationship between crusade & pilgrimage
· Military orders
· Militarisation of Christianity
· Crusading literature, esp. in vernacular: e.g. Chanson de Roland, c. 1100
· Creation of religious identities: 
· Muslim as ‘other’, different. 
· Ignorance (polytheistic, monsters, etc.) and toleration (mixed marriages)
· Latin Christendom as homogenous body to defend against other (Muslims, Greeks, pagans).

