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 Article 12 - Every child has the right to express their views, feelings and wishes in all matters affecting them, and to have their views considered and taken seriously (Unicef, no date).
The Welsh Government (2015a) state in their core aims 5: Participation and Decision Making, that regardless of their race, religion and abilities all children and young people are to be treated as valued members of the community and whatever their family background their needs are to be considered. It is the child’s right in Wales to be involved in making decisions or planning and reviewing any action that might affect them, their views should be respected, and their opinions should be considered. 
The Children’s Rights and Curriculum Reform Position Paper promotes children in decision making throughout the curriculum with direct links to the rights of children to participate through accessing information and decision making relating to their lives, it encourages decision making and freedom of expression (Holland, 2018).
The Montessori approach is to value a child’s natural inquisition and apply learning in an intuitive and natural way, which is what the Early Years Foundation Phase aim to do, by giving children opportunities to develop critical thinking, giving them the right to express their views and feelings and make decisions for themselves through all areas of learning in the Foundation Phase (Welsh Government, 2015b).

Article 9 – Children have the right to live with their parents, unless it is in their best interest. If parents are separated, they have the right to have contact with both parents unless this could cause them harm (Unicef, no date). 
Bronfenbrenner’s theory cited by Aubrey and Riley (2019) outlines the importance of the child’s own environment as the key to their development. He stated that it was the quality and context of these environments which would have the biggest influence on the child’s development. Bronfenbrenner emphasises the importance of the relationships that are closest to the child stating that they are the foundation for all future relationships. Bandura and Elder both support this theory, by stating that it is through observation that children learn new behaviours and how the environmental influence has such a big impact on a child’s cognitive development and behaviour and how children are shaped by experiences in their lifetimes (Damon and Lerner (2006): Aubrey and Riley, 2019). Bronfenbrenner acknowledged this, saying that if parents are to split up or separate, the age of the child will directly correlate with the effect the separation has on their development. (Aubrey and Riley, 2019).
Bowlby and Ainsworth’s attachment theory, cited by Smith, et al. (2011) supports Bronfenbrenner and Bandura by stating how a child’s relationship with the main caregiver is essential to their social, emotional and cognitive development. Bowlby and Ainsworth state that if attachments are not formed in the early years then this will influence the child’s ability to form bonds and maintain relationships later in life. Bowlby observed that criminal behaviour or behaviour problems in adolescence could be linked to an experience of separation from childhood (Smith, et al. 2011).
The Welsh Government (2015a) released a programme based around the 7 core aims for children and young people which is a summary of the UNCRC. It states in core aim 6: A Safe Home and Community, that they will ensure a safe home which supports physical and emotional well-being, by safeguarding the environments in which they grow up in. The aim ensures that children and young people will have a safe place to live with others, develop, play and learn and if families split between different countries, they should be allowed to move between countries to be with their children. 
Welsh Government (No date) offer a service in Wales called Cafcass Cymru that provide a voice for any child in Wales that is involved with the Family Justice System.

The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child
The UNCRC is made up of 54 articles which outline the civil, political, social, economic and cultural rights of children. Regardless of where you are in the world, every child has these rights and they are met by the governments in every country (Thinestalks, 2014). The aim of this briefing paper is to provide practitioners with information regarding children’s rights. 

Article 31 – Every child has the right to relax, play and take part in a wide range of cultural and artistic activities. (Unicef, no date).
Play is a process by which children learn.  Good quality play opportunities have a significant impact on child development (Moore, et al. 1992). Vygotsky and Piaget both emphasised the importance play has on a child’s development (Aubrey and Riley, 2019: Mooney, 2000). Vygotsky had a theory that play allows for scaffolding to occur, a process in which children learn from others by engaging in and observing play. It heightens their level of performance and gives them opportunities to learn through the experience of others. Vygotsky called this the Zone of Proximal Development (Aubrey and Riley, 2019).
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Children’s Play Team (Swansea Council, 2019) acknowledges that play is an important part of every child's life and is vital for the enjoyment of childhood. Play enhances a child’s social, emotional, intellectual and physical development. Every child has a natural disposition to play, which needs to be encouraged to enable them to develop. The Play Team (Swansea Council, 2019) offer open access play in the community. The purpose of the team is to provide access to children’s play needs. 
The Children’s Commissioner for Wales (Holland, 2018) proposed the purposes of the New Curriculum for Wales works alongside the UNCRC applying knowledge about the impact of diet and exercise on physical and mental health in their daily lives, promoting physical activity. It proposes that children will have confidence to participate in performance and their right to cultural participation and religion.
The Foundation Phase (Welsh Government, 2015b) is the statutory curriculum in Wales for children 3-7 years of age. It encourages creativity and imagination, through the holistic development of children. Within the Foundation Phase, the Welsh Government aims to ensure that children and young people have access to play, leisure, sporting and cultural activities. The Foundation Phase curriculum (Welsh Government, 2015b) promotes equality of opportunity and values and celebrates diversity of all children by celebrating different cultures and helps children to recognise and gain awareness of their own and other cultures and languages that exist in a multicultural Wales (Welsh Government, 2015b). 
The key accomplishments outlined by the Welsh Government (2015a) in their Core Aim 4: Play, Sport, Leisure and Culture states how Welsh in Education Strategic Plans (WESPs) have been incorporated into the School Standards and Organisation in Wales Act 2013 which maintains children’s rights to a Welsh Culture.
The Welsh Government (2019) have proposed to increase the number of Welsh speakers to one million by 2050 by working with welsh programmes for children to ensure their families have the information and support they need to introduce welsh language to their child at home. Such support networks include Cymraeg for Kids and Mudiad Meithrin, which are organisations that specialise in welsh-medium early years provisions (Mudiad Meithrin, no date).
 
Article 28 – Every child has the right to an education (Unicef, no date).
Stated in the Additional Learning Needs and Education Tribunal Wales Act set out by the Welsh Government (2018), a unified plan will ensure consistency and continuity, and that children’s rights are protected regardless of the individual needs. The Welsh Government (2020a) aims to ensure that all learners with Additional Learning Needs are supported to achieve their full potential. 
The Human Rights Act 1998 and the Education Act 1996 states that children should receive and attend fulltime education and that no person will be denied the right to an education. This is supported by the Foundation Phase Framework that aims to ensure that all children and young people have access to education and learning opportunities (Library of Congress, 2016: Welsh Government, 2015b). 
The Right to Education from Unicef (2020) states that education must be child-centred and empowering, this applies to the curriculum as well as the pedagogical methods and the environment. Education must include life skills that give children the tools needed to pursue their options in life. The Welsh Government (2020b) have proposed a new curriculum that will improve education throughout Wales, it states the importance of access to an education that young people will need for their future.
Piaget’s influence on the Early Years curriculum is its child centred approach to early years education, cited by Aubrey and Riley (2019). Piaget was influenced by the work of Montessori (Aubrey and Riley, 2019). Montessori wanted the teacher to provide and maintain an environment which would aid the child’s learning.
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