2.0 Chapter 2 - Literature Review
The use of the Conducted Energy Device (CED) otherwise known, and referred to henceforth, by the name of the ‘Taser’ by the police. This has become an intense topic of debate in recent years. Some argue that the device provides law enforcement officers with an effective less lethal option in controlling potentially dangerous situations, whereas others have expressed concerns regarding their safety and potential for abuse. This literature review aims to provide an overview of existing studies and research regarding the police CED Taser including the public’s perception and confidence surrounding the ‘Taser’ and whether or not the Taser is considered to be effective. It will also dive into police officer accountability in its use. 
2.1 Effectiveness
Tasers may be more effective than other less lethal options. As Brandl and Stroshine (2016) Taser’s ability to function at range and promote quick recovery time when deployed allows for strong effectiveness in inducing subject compliance. But there has been heavy debate into whether less lethal weapons should be placed on the ‘use of force’ continuum in policing.
The Police Federation highlighted that the Taser is an extremely effective means of dealing with dangerous and volatile situations with the Taser being considered the better less lethal option than the conventional firearm. (Police Federation, 2023). They reinforce the effectiveness of the Taser by stating that in 85% of cases where the taser is drawn it is subsequently not fired as it acts as a deterrent alone significantly reducing the potential for conflict to arise. (Police Federation, 2023), However, Dymond in a study of Electric -Shock Weaponry states that less lethal doesn’t necessarily mean non-lethal when It comes to tasers but captures the fluidity of the statement versus other uses of force stating, “No force option is completely safe” (Dymond, 2021, p.39), arguing that each use of force by police be scrutinised on a case-by-case basis. 
In a video interview conducted by BBC News to the Vice Chairman of The Police Federation, Steve White, it was acknowledged that there is misunderstanding surrounding the Taser which is a more effective tool than traditional methods e.g. The Baton and CS Spray. Highlighting its effectiveness if used proportionately. (BBC News, 2013b).
However, there are contradictory arguments to claims that the simple presence of the Tasers acts as a deterrent alone. A University of Cambridge study states that whilst rarely deployed, the presence of the Taser led to greater overall hostility upon police and public interactions on live incidents. (University of Cambridge, 2018). Dr Barak Ariel’s study found that police officers carrying Tasers used force 48% more often and were more likely to be assaulted than officers who were unarmed. Ariel stated that criminologists from the university suggested that ‘Weapons Effect’ a psychological phenomenon to likely be the cause of this however and not the officer alone. (University of Cambridge, 2018). Dr Brad Bushman summarises that the sight of weapons increases aggression in peoples behaviour, furthermore a field study conducted by Bushman found that the presence of any weapon alone increased the accessibility of aggressive thoughts and hostile appraisals, adding that the Taser significantly increased assaults against police officers. (Bushman, 2013).
In a book named ‘Electric-Shock Weapons, Tasers and Policing’ Abi Dymond conducted a 5-year study on the Taser. The study challenges impacts on members of the public and officers alike and the myths surrounding the use of the weapon. In the words of Dymond, it’s better to be “stunned than gunned” (Dymond, 2021, p. 31) acknowledging that the taser bridges the less lethal gap than the conventional bullet. Relative to this, ‘AXON’ and American company that designs weapon products for the military and law enforcement produced an article on the ‘Truth about the Taser’ stating that the energy conducted weapon is now responsible for saving more than 275,000 lives from death and serious bodily injury. Furthermore stating in a study conducted by themselves that out of 1201 field cases on Taser use 99.75% resulted in no serious injury. (AXON,  2021).
Whilst it can be argued that the Taser can be an extremely effective tool in bringing conflict situations to swift resolve and minimising the potential for injury versus other conventional forms and use of force, the Tasers increase in use over recent years has been seen negatively effecting its perception to the public and media drawing growing concerns on its use. Ruby Lott-Lavigna wrote an article covering that Taser use has increased more than 500% in England and Wales. She quotes that Resistance Lab a state group working against state violence believe there is a “Growing threat to life” with this being based mainly from the cardiac implications of the device upon its use. (Lott-Lavigna, 2020). Furthermore with its increased use, there has been focus on Black Asian and Minority Ethnic communities (BAME) more especially black people where the taser is disproportionality being used. Home Office figures from 2021 to 2022 show the CED Tasers use has remained similar but at an all time high with 34,416 use’s in 2021 and 34, 276 in 2022 making Black people 4.1 times higher than some being white to be involved in a Taser related incident. (Home Office, 2022). Luci D’orsi the chief constable for the British Transport Police and United Kingdom Taser lead summarises the disproportionality in the devices against an IOPC review in Taser review stating that this is currently still ‘under review’ as the full reasons as to why this is, is not understood but is being investigated independently by the College of Policing and other advisors. (NPCC, 2021).
2.2 Public Confidence and Perception
Drawing on Public confidence in 2016 the National Police Chief’s Council (NPCC) stated that due to current ‘Threat and risk picture’ in the UK there is no justification for the full role out of Tasers to all officers due to there being no necessity to do so. (NPCC, 2016) The text suggests that if there is a wider role out of the CED Taser then there would be greater impact on the public’s confidence in trusting the police to impartially enforce the law. 
Contrary to this, In September 2019, John Apter the National Chair of the Police Federation of England and Wales alongside broadcaster LBC released a poll to both police officers and the public with the goal of ascertaining their opinions on the Taser. The results highlighted that out of 2000 members of the public who were asked ‘Do you think police officers should be able to carry a Taser?’, 73% of participants thought police officers should carry a Taser. Whereas out of 7000 police officers who were asked, 81% stated carrying a taser made them feel safer with 84% also agreeing this would also be the case if their colleagues were also equipped (Police Federation, 2019). Furthermore in previous ‘Polls’ conducted by the Police Federation alongside Ipsos MORI, their survey found a striking resemblance to the more updated Poll from 2019, where findings state that 71% of members of the public would be happy with police officers carrying a Taser (Ipsos MORI and The Police Federation, 2016). Comparing the findings of both 2019 and 2016 polls from The Police Federation on the opinions of whether all police officers should carry a Taser against the hypothesis of the NPCC, It could be argued that the findings at hand can dispute the claims of the NPCC over the public’s confidence in the police’s ability as an organisation to police the public by their consent. The researcher feels that there is now call for a further review on this matter as the previous polls are outdated alongside the NPCC’s article regarding the proportionate approach to the number of Taser trained officers from the publics perspective.
Although there has now been a newly released review into officer and staff safety by the College of Policing and the NPCC in managing and mitigating the rise in assaults against police officers and staff (College of Policing, 2020), the national data produced in this review highlights the data taken to be from officers and staff alone. Lacking a publics perspective on this matter as The Police Federation had previously carried out.
Additionally too this the Independent Office for Police Conduct (IOPC) published a report in August 2021 detailing concerns regarding the Tasers use. They state in the review “Police risk losing its legitimacy in the eyes of the public if the community concerns are not addressed.” (IOPC, 2021). The warning details a review which was conducted between 2015 and 2020 where 101 independent investigations were made by the IOPC, 26 investigations of which denoted officers who behaved in a manner which would bring disciplinary proceedings. Ultimately stating “Policing has to change and be more responsive to community concern.” (IOPC, 2021).
Chief Constable Luci D’orsi of the British Transport Police and the United Kingdom Taser lead responded to the IOPC review as being “Vague, lacks detail and ignores extensive pieces of work already underway”(NPCC, 2021). Chief Constable D’orsi highlights that the report by the IPOC is not based on the realities of policing to date. Furthermore, D’orsi address’s that the IPOC did not engage with policing before publishing or writing its review to gain valuable insight into current procedures which are currently in effect. D’orsi reflects that over the course of 2020 to 2021 Police Officers across the UK attended 1.6 million violent incidents which were dealt without a Taser ever being discharged. D’orsi can then be seen defending stating that the Taser has a “Critical place in protecting the public and our officers as a less lethal device.” (Police Oracle, 2021). Whilst both D’orsi and the IPOC argue that there is disproportionate use of the Taser in communities across the UK, it can be debated that there seems to be more of a focus on how the police are viewed as an organisation rather than placing officer safety and their effectiveness in the use of taser first.
2.3 Officer Accountability and use of force
As the College of Policing certifies in the standards of professional policing practice, policing by consent are heavily reliant on the “Trust and confidence that the public has in the police service and the wider law enforcement community” (College of Policing, 2022). The 9 Peelian Principles devised by Sir Robert Peel acts as the pedestal that every modern-day police officer should abide by as these remain the core and key principles to grasp approval, respect, and affection from the public. This can be captured by McKaughan and Howard-Snyder highlighting from Russell Hardin that the public to trust  they must “Believe you have the right intentions towards us, and you are competent to do what we trust you to do” (McKaughan and Howard-Snyder, 2022, pp. 1-17). This implies that the police must apply strict responsibility and accountability in all manners of their duties, A Sir Robert Peel stated in principle 7 “The police are the public and that the public are the police” (Home Office, 2012). The CED Taser is no exception when its comes to these principles and if not used proportionately then the public confidence and trust in the police will deteriorate.
The CED Taser has been subject in recent years to much scrutiny and controversy both in the eyes of the public and the media. 
An incident report by BBC in 2022 involved a male being Tasered by 2 Metropolitan police officers after fleeing whilst both officers were attempting to detain him. The initial report highlighted the male was armed with a screwdriver but in hindsight was actually a firelighter, but after being tasered led to male falling into the River Thames and leaving him in a critical condition before his eventual death (BBC News, 2022). Inquiries into the matter are still being conducted by the IPOC and whilst it could still be argued and rationalised by the officers present that Taser use was warranted due to there being a weaponised threat present, the force used could be seen as excessive. The Guardian reported on the family’s perspective on the male who died in this matter stating that the force used was “unnecessary and excessive” (The Guardian, 2022). The initial discharge of the taser on the male holding the weapon led to it being dropped and it could be argued that officers should have changed tactics to proportionately deal with the matter effectively at hand instead of repeated discharge of the taser expecting to get the male to comply after discovering clearly what the weapon was on the floor. The death of the male was not put down the Taser alone and the Taser was scrutinised how it played a part in events leading up to the males death. The family highlighted from their perspective “There was a lack of humanity and lack of empathy” on the bridge whilst officers were conducting their duties (The Guardian, 2022) Drawing heavy focus into independent officer use of the tool and whether officer can proportionately justify its use. 
Another incident where the Taser saw heavy scrutiny was in 2013 where a male from Plymouth had poured petrol over himself whilst holding a match threatening suicide (BBC News, 2015a). Police deployed a Taser in attempt to control the dynamically risk changing incident following national guidance on the tool, however upon its discharge effectively incapacitating the male, lead to burns which he would penultimately die from five days later (BBC News, 2013a). From a public stance and media view on this situation  it could be argued why other methods of dealing with this situation were not put in place before taser was deployed, however from a policing perspective it could also be argued that regardless of what other attempts were made to achieve suspect compliance, the risks of the situation were always going to be incredibly high due to the nature of the incident at hand and in this matter ‘doing something’ would have promoted a better response from the public in how the police conducted themselves over ‘doing nothing’ and police displayed bold efforts in an attempt to save the man’s life. The Taser in this matter was ruled the ‘Most Likely Cause’ of the fire as The independent report and was debated against the match the male was holding upon the very moments he was shot (The Independent, 2015). However, Officers were cleared of gross misconduct due to following the national guidance expected in the use of the Taser. 
As Deputy Chief Constable Bill Skelly remarked “we should not underestimate the challenging circumstances police officers face in their line of duty. Difficult decisions sometimes need to be made in highly pressured situations” (BBC News, 2015b).
But not all media covering the police use of Taser is always negatively portrayed. Chief Constable Nick Adderley stated in an article by the BBC that the “Taser saved officers life” (BBC News, 2021). The article dives into an incident where police have used taser to stop a man strangling another officer after officer has engaged with a heavily intoxicated male. The male suspect being a larger individual than the officer managed to overpower him whilst he was attempting to fulfil their duties when they were attacked. The other officer also present could not remove the individual from him due to his large size (BBC News, 2021). The Taser was highlighted as being a significant factor alongside the deploying officers use of force in saving his colleagues life which could have resulted in serious injury or death. Adderley reinstated that debate around the Taser should end summarising that he could have been delivering devastating news to the next of kin of the officers following the incident unfolding and affirming that the “Necessity to issue the ‘Taser’ to every officer who wants one ends here” (BBC News, 2021). Adderley adds at the end of his statement in the article by the BBC, “ I am not in favour of arming the police service, but I think Taser has been proven as a deterrent and an effective piece of equipment to protect officer and the public.” (BBC News, 2021). With the Chief Constables taking matters into their own hands to have a full Taser rollout to officers the question to be asked here does the public fully support this today? And with such mixed reviews and reporting on the Taser, what is the public true perception of this tool, and do they feel all officers should carry them?
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