Rationale
I have decided to read the story ‘Teulu Tomos’ to a class of four to five-year olds. I chose this story because it links to prior knowledge of an introduction lesson of naming members of the family as the class’ topic in welsh is ‘all about myself.’ The lesson objective is for children to understand the names of the different family members in welsh, being able to also say these out loud using accurate pronunciation by reading pages of the book in unison and individually. The welsh patterns that I will be introducing to children is the question “oes … gyda ti?” where children will respond with either “oes” and the action of thumbs up or “nag oes” with the action thumbs down. This relates to the Foundation Phase Framework where it states that children should be given opportunities to ‘join in with simple rhymes and stories’ and ‘asking and answering questions’ (Government, 2015, p. 37) My personal target for this lesson is ensuring that my own pronunciation is correct when reading the story to the class. I will know if children have been successful when I ask them to read the book with me and when I ask children questions which will show their understanding. 
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Reflection
My initial feelings regarding reading the story to the class are mixed of both positive and negative. I had observed a previous welsh lesson by the class teacher and therefore prior to this lesson I was able to have a good understanding of where the class were based on speaking and understanding welsh. I think this was extremely beneficial as it enabled me to plan effectively knowing roughly the ability of the class when speaking welsh. Due to the class being reception I knew it was important to find a book that was short, included pictures and I wanted to find a book in which followed on from the previous lesson based on family members. I wanted to do this because it is thought that ‘schools need to plan carefully to ensure that pupils’ experiences are progressive, that they build on previous learning’ (Qualifications, 2003, p. 4) By ensuring that the book links with previous learning and knowledge it means that children will progress on their learning because they will be building on previous knowledge. 

The aspect of the learning experience that went well was that most children appeared to be engaged with the story and when asked questions children responded well. I also think the use of the questioning activity at the end of reading the book was effective and it ensured that I got responses from individuals where I was able to assess their understanding. This activity links with the Foundation Phase Framework where it states that children should be able to ‘Welsh-medium statement: begin to answer questions by using the correct formats’ (Government, 2015, p. 16) By doing this activity I was also introducing children to new sentence patterns when asking for example ‘Oes mam gyda ti?’ which was developing the class’ knowledge further. 

An aspect of the learning experience that was disappointing was that one child misbehaved as he was lying down on the carpet after I had asked him to sit up properly and join in with reading the story. The child refused and continued to misbehave and therefore I had to tell him to sit on a ‘green thinking chair’ This is one of the behaviour management strategies that the class uses and therefore I used it too. This was one of my negative feelings towards the experience because I had to discipline the child this took time out of the teaching activity which meant that the other children in the class were missing out on teaching and learning during this time which was disappointing. Some children became quite fussy within the activity however, in the morning before doing this activity the children were involved in an outdoor learning morning where they had already completed two activities which the children are not used to. They were very excitable as they were out of their usual routine, with this taken into consideration though I believe most children did listen and respond well and I was pleased overall. Another aspect which was disappointing I was also not able to ask all the children within the class questions after reading the story due to filming the children where I wrote letters to the parents asking for permission to film their child and not all letters were returned. Therefore, during this activity there were five pupils sat with another member of staff. However, they were still able to read the book and listen I was unable to ask them direct questions within the activity after reading the story together. Another disappointing aspect was that I was unable to raise my voice throughout the lesson due to having laryngitis, I felt that on times I should have raised my voice further but was unable to. 

Reading the story together as a class links with the Literacy and Numeracy Framework where it states that children should be given the opportunity to ‘listen and join in with songs, rhymes and stories with some support’ (Government, 2015, p. 16) I think that ensuring the class read the story together it was beneficial as it gave children the opportunity to say the welsh vocabulary out loud for themselves and not just listen to myself say it.  This also meant that if necessary, I was able to correct any pronunciation issues. This links to the theorist Piaget (1976) where he emphasizes the importance of active learning where he was convinced that ‘children learn best when they do things for themselves’ (Grigg, 2015, p. 137) Giving the children the opportunity to read the book meant that they were learning and developing their own skills. 

To ensure effective teaching and learning in the future I will keep my use of resource the same where instead of reading a paper book I used a book via the board in the classroom. This was beneficial as it meant that all children in the class were able to see and it meant that it was larger in comparison to a book. If I was to do this lesson again, I would read the book to the children first and then go through the vocabulary which was in the book to ensure that all children understood before moving onto reading the story together as a class. I believe that this worked well; it meant that I ensured that everyone understood the vocabulary so when we read the story as a class children could link the words with meaning which I think is important in order for them to understand what they are reading. I think that overall the most disappointing element was that children were fussy, and some needed further reminding than others. 
A positive of this lesson was that I was able to give children who worked well, who listened and participated effectively a ‘welsh token’ which is part of the school’s reward system and an encouragement to speak further welsh. I was also able to give children who behaved appropriately a bead which again is part of the school’s reward system. By telling children throughout the lesson that I was giving them a bead it meant that positive behaviour was being rewarding reminding pupils that if they behave well, they do get rewarded for it. This is a behaviour management strategy that I will continue to use adapting it to what is already in place in the school. This links with the behaviourism learning theory where Skinner (1966) focussed on operant conditioning where ‘reinforcement increases the probability that a particular response will occur in the future, while punishing has the opposite effect.’ (Grigg, 2015, p. 136) 
The next steps I believe would be to further develop the children’s vocabulary in welsh and the use of sentences. I think to move the children forward with their learning I would push the higher ability children to respond to the question of ‘oes mam gyda ti?’ with a one-word answer to extend this to a sentence where they could say ‘oes, mam gyda fi.’ This would develop the welsh skills further and introduce new pattern sentences. Overall, I was pleased with the outcome of the lesson as all children read the book and most children participated in the questioning after reading the book. I think that most of the class met the learning objective which was to understand the welsh vocabulary for the different family members and be able to say these out loud with correct pronunciation. 
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