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Reflection report about Returning to education.
For the purpose of this reflection, I will be using Gibbs (1988).
Description
For a reflected piece of work I am going to describe how returning to education became a factor in my life. For many of us it can be quite daunting thinking about going back to education as a mature student and if you have been out of education for a number of years.  
I was told about this course and how doing it will benefit my working life skills. It will open up new opportunities and will help build up my CV. Due to the current world pandemic of Covid 19 , it was supposed to be on campus for 2 days but it started all remotely online, which I didn’t mind and don’t mind at all. However, as I am going back to education as a mature student I have come across many obstacles.
Filled me up with admiration and respect for the ways in which they have coped and are working to change their lives (Parr, 2017)
Feelings
Before starting the course I was feeling quite nervous as stated above it was coming back into education after so many years, but as we had our first introduction I felt confident and optimistic. However, learning the new ways of technology was quite challenging, but getting to grips with this was stimulating. I also felt motivated to learn new things and other class mates were also in similar situations, so this wasn’t such a bad feeling as to why or whether or not I wasn’t getting to grips with it. I searched, motivation is important in almost every aspect of human behaviour (Murayama, 2018). Looking back at the last few weeks, I have managed to log in on time, as well as knowing the applications we use and taking more of an understanding of what was required. As quoted by Cottrell, you are responsible for organising your own time for study and making sure everything is done (Stella Cottrell, 2019)
Evaluation
The thing that worked efficiently for me was printing off the relevant activities, power point lectures and material for each of the lesson. This helped me to highlight certain points and make notes besides the information that was in front of me. I am luckily enough to have a printer at home as it has become very handy for myself and for home schooling with my son’s. 
Certain factors didn’t go so well for me as I started to struggle with time management, as all the lectures have been online it sometimes was a struggle to keep on top of the daily activities that were set in a given time frame. As I stated above I have two children at home so to entertain them and to keep on top of home schooling came as a contentious effort in keeping on top of all things that I needed too.  Another factor that wasn’t great for me was in fact the enrolment process. I thought I was enrolled but I wasn’t and this only came about to my attention as I wasn’t able to log in to the HWB nor any emails. This was resolved quite efficiently as I spoke to IT. 



Analysis
To my way of thinking, our induction to the course was presented very well. I feel like there were a number of ups and downs not just for myself but for many of us on the course. There has always been the issue of the internet as some of us are always having problems logging on or not being able to get onto a certain platform of the HWB.  I found that if I gave myself half an hour before the lecture to sit and log on, this would then overcome any technical issues I may or may not have. 
I think that  pre recorded lectures have helped in this current Covid 19 situation as the University has had a great development to ensure that it is made easier for the students and it can be viewed even after the lecture if you want to  recap as I have done in the previous weeks. This has helped me to understand more about what we have learned and I have picked up on new things by listening again. However a down fall maybe having to look at a screen and not actually seeing people. 
Conclusion
I have learned that given any situation if you put your mind to it you can achieve anything. I have been able to learn about new applications such as Moodle and Microsoft teams, where I didn’t know nothing or not much about such applications. I feel confident in using the University’s many platforms in learning and I am able to put things into perspective. These new skills have helped me on my course and I am sure I will be learning much more in the coming months.
Overall I would like to actively participate in lectures and with my peers, this will help me engage in more self confidence and demonstrate more interaction within the course. I will need to be prepared to voice any opinions I have. 
Action plan 
Going forward as we have had lectures online, we have now been able to interact with peers much more in separate ‘break out rooms’ via Microsoft teams, this has benefited everyone and I think this will give us all the opportunity to talk more and freely. 
I will continue to find the balance with going back to education and home life, using my time wisely and efficiently.  I believe that ongoing it has made me realise of what needs to be done in a certain time frame and that if I manage my time I will be able to keep on top of things. I feel like there are certain groups and lectures that I can talk to if need be. As a long term goal of higher education will be to improve your employability (Smale and Fowlie, 2009)
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