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Concerning the Bishop of Lincoln. 

 At the same time the Lord Hugh, bishop of Lincoln,[footnoteRef:1] one-time prior of a certain house of the Carthusian order in England,[footnoteRef:2] when he returned to England from a visit to his own country, was detained in London by a very grave illness.[footnoteRef:3] Through the onslaught of this illness he was taken from this light, and as we believe, crossed over into that brightness of light which never fails. His lifeless body was taken from London, and carried, by the grace of God, to the city of Lincoln,[footnoteRef:4] the seat of his bishopric, at that time, where the king of England had his meeting with the king of Scotland;[footnoteRef:5] where at that time three archbishops and almost all the nobility of both kingdoms had assembled.[footnoteRef:6] And so when the news was brought that the body of the bishop was approaching the city, the people rushed en masse to meet the funeral cortege of their pastor.  The kings themselves, with the archbishops and all the clergy and princes, devoutly made haste there.[footnoteRef:7] The king, having put away his royal pride, with the archbishops, with bended necks, placed the coffin humbly on their shoulders, considering the mud of the streets of little importance because of their respect for such a great man. Then he was borne by the archbishops and bishops and the clergy of the city, with psalms and hymns, into the cathedral church of his episcopal see. The readings in the nocturnal ceremonies of the funeral vigils were read by none other than archbishops and bishops.[footnoteRef:8] They thought themselves happy who were able to touch his coffin, or kiss his feet, or take hold of any of his clothing.[footnoteRef:9] Numerous offerings and great gifts were brought to him, while he lay unburied above ground, distinguished by his pontificals[footnoteRef:10] [sic], his face being uncovered as is the custom, his head crowned with a mitre.[footnoteRef:11] He began in that town a certain new church in honour of the Mother of God elegantly designed, which is seen to excel all other churches in England because of its elegance of structure, which he declared must be completed whether he were alive or dead.[footnoteRef:12] He founded a certain fraternity in his diocese, through which a thousand marks were collected each year for that construction work.[footnoteRef:13] A rumour flying about has it that by the good works of this man divine virtue brought health to certain sick.[footnoteRef:14] Nor is it surprising if the Lord of all goodness, in order to magnify his love among men on earth, should show some kind of miracle, of a man whose celebrated reputation for sanctity stood high amongst many, so that they might unhesitatingly believe that he had led a life of virtue. Indeed before his episcopate he was remarkable by his outstanding monastic life,[footnoteRef:15] he was held to be the man with the highest reputation amongst monks; even after he became bishop he was ever zealous to have to have this same style of intercourse and humility, in so far as his pastoral care permitted. Also he so hated the disease of simony[footnoteRef:16] that he would not bestow ecclesiastical benefices to any gracious petition even of the king himself or any powerful man, unless the uprightness of his ways made him worthy of respect. There are many things that could be recorded of his praise worthy conduct but we leave these to those who are more eloquent and who have knowledge of his greater deeds.[footnoteRef:17] [1:  Lord Hugh Bishop of Lincoln, also known as Hugh of Avalon, was elected Bishop on the 25th May 1186 and consecrated on the 21st September 1186 he held the post until his death on the 16th November 1200. E. B. Fryde and others, eds., Handbook of British Chronology (London: Royal Historical Society, 1986), p. 255.]  [2:  Henry II founded a Priory at Witham in 1178-79 as part of his penance for the murder of Thomas Becket. In 1180 Hugh was invited by the king to become the third Prior at Witham. Amanda M. Martinson, 'The Monastic Patronage of King Henry II in England, 1154-1189' (University of St. Andrews, 2008), p.p. 76, 251. http://hdl.handle.net/10023/470 [Accessed 13/12/2020].]  [3:  Lord Hugh had returned from France where he was born in about 1140. The grave illness referred to was fever and dysentery, from which he eventually died. Oxford Dictionary of National Biography, 2020, Hugh of Lincoln [St Hugh of Lincoln, Hugh of Avalon], https://www.oxforddnb.com/view/10.1093/ref:odnb/9780198614128.001.0001/odnb-9780198614128-e-14060 [Accessed 13/12/2020] and George Gresley Perry, The Life of St. Hugh of Avalon Bishop of Lincoln (London: John Murray, 1879), p.p. 320. ]  [4:  On the 17th of November, the Bishop’s body was disembowelled with the bowels being interred in the grounds of St. Mary’s Church at Old Temple. The funeral procession passed through Hertford, Biggleswade, Bugden (now Buckden), Stamford, and Ancaster. Gresley Perry, The Life of St. Hugh of Avalon Bishop of Lincoln, p.p. 324, 325. ]  [5:  King John (1199-1216) was king of England at this time and William I (1165-1214) also known as ‘The Lion’ was King of Scotland. Fryde, Handbook of British Chronology, p.p. 37, 58. ]  [6:  Roger of Hoveden lists the Archbishops present as Hubert Walter Archbishop of Canterbury, John Archbishop of Dublin, and Bernard Archbishop of Ragusa. See Roger of Hoveden for a detailed list of nobility present.  Roger of Hoveden, The Annals of Roger De Hoveden: Comprising the History of England and of Other Countries of Europe from A.D. 732 to A.D. 1201. (London: H. G. Bohn, 1853) p. 503.]  [7:  Roger of Hoveden records that king William I of Scotland never set foot in Lincoln due to a superstitious belief that misfortune will afflict any king who enters the city, it is also recorded that king William left early in the morning before the arrival of the Bishops body. Roger of Hoveden, The Annals of Roger De Hoveden p.p. 502, 503, 504. ]  [8:  Roger of Hoveden claims thirteen Bishops were present at Lord Hugh’s funeral but lists only twelve: Philip, bishop of Durham, William, bishop of London, Gilbert, bishop of Rochester, Eustace, bishop of Ely, Savaric, bishop of Bath, Herbert, bishop of Salisbury, Godfrey, bishop of Winchester, Gilles, bishop of Hereford, John, bishop of Norwich, Roger, bishop of Saint Andrew's, in Scotland, Henry, bishop of Llandaff, and Roger, bishop of Bangor. Roger of Hoveden, The Annals of Roger De Hoveden p. p. 503, 504.]  [9:  While the service of the dead was being performed around the coffin, one woman who had been completely blind in one eye had her eyesight restored perfectly. Roger of Hoveden, The Annals of Roger De Hoveden p. 504.]  [10:  Pontifical means relating to the Pope and cannot be pluralised. ]  [11:  A mitre is a tall headdress worn by bishops denoting their office.]  [12:  Saint Mary le Wigford in Lincoln was founded by a man named Coleswegen in the 9th century, so it is not possible for Bishop Hugh to have founded it. Gresley Perry, The Life of St Hugh of Avalon Bishop of Lincoln, p. 5. ]  [13:  When Bishop Hugh succeeded to the see of Lincoln the cathedral was dilapidated and at risk of collapse. His establishment of a fraternity or guild successfully raised the funds needed for its repair. Gresley Perry, The Life of St Hugh of Avalon Bishop of Lincoln, p.p. 330, 331.  ]  [14:  Many miracles were attributed to Bishop Hugh including ‘The Delirious Citizen of Lincoln, ‘The Lincoln Boy with the Tumour’, and ‘The Dropsical Woman of Beverley’. Gresley Perry, The Life of St Hugh of Avalon Bishop of Lincoln, p. 367, 368.]  [15:  Bishop Hugh had been procurator at Grande Chartreuse, the head monastery of the Carthusian order, Gresley Perry, The Life of St Hugh of Avalon Bishop of Lincoln, p. 168.]  [16:  Simony is the sin of buying or selling ecclesiastical offices. See John Wyclif, On Simony, for a comprehensive study. ]  [17:  Many of which can be found in the 1250 text, Magna Vita, Legenda Metrical Life.] 


This year Pope Innocent [III] placed an interdict on all Christian ceremony in France, except the baptism of infants, because King Philip [II] had repudiated his legitimate wife and had taken another.[footnoteRef:18] Undoubtedly as a result of the sentence of lawful interdict having been imposed the greatest strife of schism had arisen between the bishops and different ranks of the ecclesiastical profession, while some of them, obedient to the Lord Pope, humbly respected the sentence which had been imposed; others however supported the king’s side, indeed rather than fawned upon him, and some yielded to fear of the king, these administered the sacraments of the church. At this time Lord Odo, Bishop of Paris, since he scorned to the king’s rashness, was forced by certain of the king’s knights to leave his bishopric on foot,[footnoteRef:19] having been stripped of his horses, saddle-bags and other of his possessions. Similarly the Bishop of Sens was forced to leave his bishopric; many secular canons too, leaving their incomes, went into exile meanwhile in other places.[footnoteRef:20] [18:  An interdict is the ex-communication of an entire region due to the behaviour of its ruler. In this case on the 13th of January 1200, Pope Innocent III placed an interdict on the entire country of France because of the adultery committed by king Philip II. William Henry Jervis, The Students France A History of France (New York: Harper and Brothers Publishers, 1891), p.p. 147, 148.]  [19:  Odo de Sully was Bishop of Paris from 1196-1208. William H. Campbell, The Landscape of Pastoral Care in 13th-Century England (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2018), p. 28.]  [20:  Sens is the seat of an Archbishop, a position held by Peter of Corbeil from 1200-1222. Max Harris, Sacred Folly A New History of the Feast of Fools (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2011), p. 98.] 


Oh how horrifying, no rather pitiful, was the sight at that time in each city of the doors of the churches locked, and the Christians debarred from entry there like dogs, the divine offices stopped, the sacraments of the Lord’s body and blood not administered, the people not streaming as was the custom, to the famous festivals of the saints, the corpses of the dead not given to burial by Christian rite, their stink polluting the atmosphere and the dreadful sight rousing horror in the minds of the living.[footnoteRef:21] Many legates were sent to the Roman curia by the lord king,[footnoteRef:22] who were to persuade the lord  pope by their protestations to change his mind about the sentence which had been imposed; but the lord pope could not be brought to revoke in any way the censure of the ecclesiastical punishment either by prayer, or by bribery, and even less by promises, until the king himself, forced by supreme necessity, put off his new intruded wife[footnoteRef:23] and recalled to legitimate marriage the wife[footnoteRef:24] he had unlawfully repudiated. During all that time when the queen had been sent away from her husband she had led a praiseworthy life in all chastity and in the profession of virtue under the protection of nuns, and she had devotedly sought the support of the prayers of all those in orders.[footnoteRef:25] This sentence imposed on the French by the Lord Pope lasted for almost nine months. [21:  The only rights allowed to be performed during the interdict were the baptising of babies and the performing of last rites for the dying. Jervis, The Students France A History of France, p. 147.]  [22:  A legate is a representative of the Pope, usually a cardinal. The Roman Curia is the administrative body through which the business of the Catholic church is organised.]  [23:  Agnes de Meran. Jervis, The Students France A History of France, p. 147.]  [24:  Ingelberga of Denmark. Jervis, The Students France A History of France, p. 147.]  [25:  Philip had his wife imprisoned in the commune of Etampes. Jervis, The Students France A History of France, p. 148.] 
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