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OBSERVATION / FIELD NOTES 
 
Record 1 
	Date and time, year group: Monday 26th September 2022. Year 1 9:45AM  
 

	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context 
 
This was an observation that was taken place in the classroom in the morning after registration. The children were sitting on the carpet completing a task that was assigned by the class teacher. The classroom was on task, it was raining outside. There was a calm environment from the class teacher.  
 
 
 

	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident (the more detail the better to refer to in your later work) 
 
 
This was an observation that was taken place in the classroom in the morning. The children were sitting on the carpet completing a task that was assigned by the class teacher. They were independently gluing their ’rainbow challenges’ into their books for them to be ready throughout the next week to complete them. After they completed the task, they would then have to clean up and put things away before they had play time. As the observer I found it interesting that she got the children’s attention by raising her hand and started to sing a Welsh rhythm song that the children would then participate in and sing along to. She would sing “Dewch i eistedd ar y carped”. Then she translated and sang in English “sit on the carpet”. The children taken part and sing to both languages and enjoyed learning in the medium of Welsh. This impacted the class to participate together to clean as it was a routine for them to know what was coming next which was play time. They all helped each other and understood and listened to the instructions the teacher would implement to them. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider? 
 
The avenues of research I would consider is that the Welsh Language is important to the new curriculum in Wales. Which thrives children to have two languages for them to learn. I would also link Vygotsky and Piaget, which they both have a theory on the culture which I believe is important to learn as they know what language and can use in their society. This would impact on the new curriculum and the 4 purposes to what the outcome of every individual is intending to learn. They would become an ambitious learner, ethical informed citizens and a healthy individual.  
-behaviour management. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here) 
 
 
The session was a morning one, they were all on task and it was a calm environment. It was raining outside. I spoke to the teacher and asked how she incorporates the two languages for such young children. Within she explained it's all songs that the children can join and enjoy the same. Which gave the classroom a happy and content feeling for the children. As it was raining, they stayed in for play time.  
 


 
 Record 2 
	Date and time, year group: Tuesday 27th September 2022. Nursery class. Afternoon class 12:45PM. 
 

	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context 
 
This session was the afternoon session where new children were to start. It was after dinner time, and they had a short period in Nursery to where they would play with peers and to encourage them to use their fine and gross motor skills. 
 
 
 
 

	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident (the more detail the better to refer to in your later work) 
 
As I arrived the classroom the children were walking into the classroom and checking themselves in by putting their names onto a wall to show they have arrived. After they did that, children were allowed to choose where they wanted to go and play. There were different various of activities on the table, which also had songs playing in the background to which settled the children into a safe environment. The tasks that were set for the children were more based on fine and gross motor skills for the children to practice. There were magnetic letters and games that had to match colours.  After they had collected everyone that afternoon, they all had carpet time to introduce themselves and to sing ’prynhawn da’. One of the teacher assistants would then work 1-1 with an individual that needed to be assessed on different things such as colours and objects that the teacher was holding. This would show how much the child would understand and how much language they have got to see how they can encourage more support and to encourage progression for the next term. Some children were advanced as they would also ask where they would use some objects, for example where would you see a ball? This showed good interaction with a member of staff; this would show a good partnership on they worked with that individual.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider? 
 
The areas I would like to think that would be linked is: 
 
· Self-assessment with others. 
· Communication 
· Peer assessment 
· AoL (Area of Learning) 
· AfL (Area for Learning). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here) 
 
The classroom had less children so that the children were assigned a teacher or assistant which would then help them. As one was doing the assessments, which gave her time to complete the task with that individual with no distractions and that child would have her full attention and support to encourage him on his learning.  
 
 
 
 
 
 


 
Record 3 
	Date and time, year group: Tuesday 27th September 2022. Morning Session, Year 5. 9:45AM. 
 

	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context 
 
This task was set out for the morning session, after the children were to do their challenges and activities that were assigned by group numbers from the table they were sitting on. This task was to focus on Numeracy and Mathematics and rounding up numbers and adding 1, 10, 100 and 1000.  
 
 
 

	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident (the more detail the better to refer to in your later work) 
 
 
After their morning activities, they were on to start their Mathematics lesson which they all do together. She assigned and told them to sit in their Numeracy and Maths tables, which they all assigned and moved peacefully. They were assigned into groups by them choosing three friends they’d like to sit by and the teacher would encourage one friend to be with them as well as ability groups that were assigned for others. When they started their Numeracy session, they would use their whiteboard pens and do work on the table and rub it out. This would show the teacher who understood the task before moving into their books to complete them rounding up numbers by adding 1, 10,100 and 1000. They all worked together and then moved onto working alone to see if they understood. They engaged together on the table with their partners and communicated to help one another. The teacher would then be walking around the classroom to help children that weren't understanding, she checked in on every group as she circled the classroom. She would question children what they are doing, what comes next. She engaged with the children.  
As they were doing their work in their books, they would be assigned a sheet of paper with different numbers, but the work would be differentiated to that individual which showed their learning capabilities. One child that understood and completed the task, the teacher then encouraged to do the more challenging numbers to gain his confidence in Numeracy. He was looking forward and celebrated with his peers on the table, which showed his confidence in Numeracy and that he understood what he had learnt. After the lesson was finished, the teacher reflected and asked questions to see who then could explain what they had done in that session to show understanding.  
 
 
 

	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider? 
 
The areas I would consider for this session would be:  
· 4 purposes (confident, healthy individual, ambitious capable learners and ethical informed citizens)  
· Class discipline  
· Behaviour management  
· Encouragement/praising. 
· Collaboration  
 
 
 
 
 

	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here) 
 
 
In the classroom it was a calm environment, the teacher wanted the classroom to be quiet, also that the task could be completed and to finish their numeracy as they spent time on this the previous day. She did explain that it was out of routine yesterday so that the children weren't going to complete the task.  
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