

HPHI7016 Past Peoples	Assignment 3	Carrie Fox


3.1. Dating Exercise (Medieval)


(a)          Memorandum that the Thursday after the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary in the 8th year of King Richard II the abbot of Byland was accused in the wapentake court held at Pickering.

In order to find the dates of the 8th regnal year of Richard II, Cheney[footnoteRef:1] will be used. This gives the dates as 22 June 1384 – 21 June 1385. [1:  C. R. Cheney, A Handbook Of Dates For Students Of British History, rev. by Michael Jones (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2000) p. 35.] 

To find the date of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary for that year, the same book can be used. This gives 15 August (1384).
Then it is necessary to find out what day of the week this was in 1384 – for this, I have used an online source.[footnoteRef:2]  Under the Julian calendar, this date was a Monday. [2:  Day of the Week, <https://www.dayoftheweek.org/?m=August&d=15&y=1384&go=Go> [accessed 27 October 2021] .] 

Therefore, the abbot must have been accused three days later, on 18 August 1384.
 

(b)          Confirmation by Bishop Anian of St Asaph of the charters for Shrewsbury Abbey issued by his predecessors Bishops Reiner, Abraham, and Hugh. Given at Shrewsbury the day after St Mary Magdalene in the first year of his pontificate.

The first step is to look for when Anian was Bishop of St Asaph (Llanelwy). For this, I will use the Handbook of British Chronology, using the list of Welsh bishops.[footnoteRef:3] Given the list of predecessors, this seems likely to be the first Anian of that name. The date of the Chancery writ which would have been sent to the tenants of the see recognising Bishop Anian’s rights to the proceeds of the see was dated 27 September 1249,[footnoteRef:4] though the date given for when he was consecrated is not until November 1249.[footnoteRef:5] Once I have determined when St Mary Magdalen’s day is (with the hope that it does not fall between those two dates), I will be better able to determine which date to use in determining the first year of his pontificate. [3:  E.B. Fryde et al (eds), Handbook Of British Chronology 3rd Edition, (London: Royal Historical Society, 1986) p. 289 et seq.]  [4:  ibid. p. 295.]  [5:  ibid.] 

Using Cheney for the feast day gives the date of 22 July[footnoteRef:6] – fortunately, it does not fall between those dates. Therefore, this must have been 22 July 1250. [6:  Cheney, Handbook of Dates, p. 78.] 

This, then, leads to the conclusion that Bishop Anian confirmed the charters of Shrewsbury Abbey on 23 July 1250.

(c) Downham: court held on Thursday the day after Ash Wednesday in the fourth year of the reign of King Edward and the first year of the episcopate of John de Ketene [Ketton]

The first step will be to work out the dates for the first year of John Ketton, since there is nothing otherwise to determine which King Edward is in play here. For this, the Handbook of British Chronology will be used (after a quick Google search to determine where John Ketton was bishop). Ketton was bishop of Ely, and the first year of his episcopate was 1310-11 (the particular days are not needed). [footnoteRef:7] [7:  Fryde et al, Handbook of British Chronology, p. 244.] 

Returning then to Cheney, it is clear from these dates that the Edward in question is Edward II, and the first year of Ketton’s episcopate is indeed the fourth year of his reign: 8 July 1310 – 7 July 1311.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Cheney, Handbook of Dates, p. 34.] 

Staying with Cheney, Easter Day, 1311 was on 11 April,[footnoteRef:9] so Ash Wednesday was on 24 February.[footnoteRef:10]  [9:  ibid. p. 229.]  [10:  ibid. p. 196.] 

The court at Downham, therefore, was held on 25 February 1311.

[bookmark: _Hlk87281846](d)   Henry, king of the English, greets the bishop of Lincoln and Earl David and the earl of Leicester, and Earl Rannulf of Chester, and all the barons and lords of whom Geoffrey Ridel held lands, and all the sheriffs within whose jurisdiction he held them. Know that I have given to Richard Basset the daughter of Geoffrey Ridel to wife, and the custody of Geoffrey Ridel’s land until Robert Ridel can be made a knight and marry the granddaughter of Ralph Basset, namely the daughter of one of his daughters. … And this gift and compact have been made at the request and with the advice of Rannulf, earl of Chester, and William his brother, and Nigel d’Aubigny and Robert Ridel’s other kin and Geva his mother, and Geoffrey the earl’s chancellor, and Simon, dean of Lincoln, and William, son of Rannulf, and Thomas of St John and Geoffrey de Clinton, and Payn son of John, and William d’Aubigny and Humphrey de Bohun and Robert Musard and Robert Basset and Osmund Basset and Thurstan Basset and William, constable of Earl Rannulf of Chester, and Ralph, son of Norman, and Hugh Maubanc. At Woodstock.

The use of ‘king of the English’ immediately alerts the reader that this is an earlier Henry, as later Henries would have been titled ‘king of England’. This is a vague recollection from earlier days studying history, so no academic source for this is to hand. However, a quick glance at Wikipedia suggests that this means either Henry I or II.[footnoteRef:11] That would give an overall time frame of either being between 5 August 1100 to 1 December 1135 or between 19 December 1154 to 6 July 1189.[footnoteRef:12] [11:  Wikipedia, Kingdom of England, 2021 <https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kingdom_of_England> [accessed 8 November 2021].]  [12:  Cheney, Handbook of Dates, p.32.] 

The next step, then, will be to have a look at the Handbook of British Chronology, to see what looking up ‘Earl Rannulf of Chester’ might yield. There are three of these, and unfortunately, all three fall within our possible time periods.[footnoteRef:13] I will return to these if it is necessary to narrow down the dates. [13:  Fryde et al, Handbook of British Chronology, p. 454.] 

I will next look for Simon, dean of Lincoln in Fasti Ecclesiae Anglicanae.[footnoteRef:14] The only possibility given there is Simon Bloet, who was dean after 1093 and before 1134. This would indicate that this charter was one of Henry I, and therefore narrows our dates down to between 5 August 1100 and before 1134. [14:  Diana Greenway (ed), Fasti Ecclesiae Anglicanae 1066-1300: vol 3, Lincoln, (London, 1977), British History Online http://www.british-history.ac.uk/fasti-ecclesiae/1066-1300/vol3 [accessed 8 November 2021].] 

The list of Earls in the Handbook of British Chronology is relatively short, so I am next going to see if I can find a David within the relevant time period. And indeed, there is one, and interestingly, he later became David I of Scotland. David was earl of Huntingdon and Northampton between either 1113 or 1114 until 1136.[footnoteRef:15] This, then, narrows our dates down further to between 1113-14 and 1134. [15:  Fryde et al, Handbook of British Chronology, p. 466.] 

Backing up then (which suggests perhaps I should have done this earlier), I am going to try to find more information on the deceased Geoffrey Ridel. For this, I am turning to the Oxford Dictionary of National Biography. Here, I find that he died in 1120.[footnoteRef:16] This narrows the dates down further to between 1120 and 1134, and presumably the custody of his lands would be confirmed to Richard Basset relatively quickly after his death. [16:  Judith A. Green, ‘Ridel, Geoffrey (d. 1120), Justice’ (Oxford University Press, 2008) <https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/23617> [accessed 8 November 2021].] 

Therefore, I will use this same source to see what it yields for Richard Basset. Here, his marriage to Ridel’s daughter is given as being ‘some time between November 1120 and April 1123’[footnoteRef:17], though the reasoning for the end date is not given. If that is as close as the Emeritus Professor of Medieval History at University of Edinburgh, Judith Green, can get it, then I doubt I can get much further. Therefore, it seems likely that the charter also dates from around that time. [17:  Judith A. Green, ‘Basset, Richard (d. in or before 1144), Justice’ (Oxford University Press, 2004) <https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/1647> [accessed 8 November 2021].] 


Word count, excluding footnotes, reference list and the set texts: 838
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