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Introduction
This report will explain and identify key theories and practices in the main areas of crime prevention in policing. In addition, this report will compare what crime prevention theories are effective and what are less effective with statistics and evidence supporting throughout from the use of academic sources and the College of Policing Crime Prevention toolkit. 


















Situational crime prevention theory 
Situational crime prevention theory is a community crime prevention technique that aims to deal with situations where crime is on the rise in criminal settings. For example, hot spot policing is an effective type of situational crime prevention. (Clarke,2021)
Hot spot policing is a crime prevention technique that relies on strategy and precision to be effective. Identifying a hot spot for crime relies on analysing police data and implementing public knowledge and police guidance to suss out areas more prone to crime. Once hot spots are identified the police can use apply high visibility policing in that area which could include increased and regular patrols to highlight to potential criminals that there is a police presence in the area to function as a deterrent for crime. Hot spot policing also implements other tactics like problem-oriented policing and drug enforcement. (College of Policing, 2021)
Hot spot policing has received increasing research to prove its effectiveness over the years. However, the effectiveness has been noted to make a small but beneficial significance to crime in hot spot areas. The effectiveness has been stated to “find problem-oriented policing interventions generate larger mean effect sizes” (Braga, 2012) This statement is in comparison to traditional policing crime prevention techniques.
Hot spot policing in practice functions effectively when preventing crime such as antisocial behaviour and drug related crime. Identifying an area where there is potentially a large amount of drug dealing or vandalism and applying regular police presence should deter crime to reoccur in that area or at least the frequency the crime is committed. There have been many studies proving that hot spot policing is effective in making small but beneficial impact on crime. (Campbell collaboration, 2021)



A recent example of hot spot policing is the West Lancashire police response to recent anti-social behaviour and general misconduct in Skelmersdale. The implementation of increased policing patrols in Skelmersdale was because of members of the community coming forward and reporting these incidents to the police who took action to diffuse the criminal activity. (Lopez, 2021)




















Situational crime prevention theory CCTV
An additional effective example of situational crime prevention theory is the use of CCTV that deters crime and captures evidence with surveillance and has been proven to decrease crime in areas. (Piza, 2019)
CCTV stands for closed circuit television and is one of the most widely understood crime prevention technique. Surveillance cameras operate for a number of reasons. In shopping centres, it functions to keep an eye on the public and potential thieves and in airports it functions as a security measure watching for suspicious activity. During the 1990s the Home Office had invested 78% of its crime prevention budget on CCTV. (Rowe, 2010).
CCTV can be an effective crime reduction tool however it has variations in results depending on where it is based and the crime itself. For example, CCTV proved to be an effective when dealing with vehicle crime like theft or damage and the same applies with property crime there was a reduction due to CCTV.  But CCTV has not shown any evidence that is prevents or reduces violent crime. (What works policing CCTV, 2021)
An example of how CCTV does not have a high effect in reducing violent crime would be the London riots 2011. The effectiveness of CCTV during the London riots has been criticised. The main criticism it received was its effectiveness to deter people from committing crime and the lack of clarity on certain footage that did not lead to all the arrests. (The Guardian, 2011)   
CCTV can be understood why it has a positive impact on crime prevention because it functions as a deterrent that dissuades offenders from committing crime as there is a consequence that they can be caught and charged with the offence because of the surveillance footage. Comparing CCTV to other crime prevention tactics it can often go in partnership with another for example hot spot policing as previously mentioned identifies areas where regular crime is committed and places a police presence to deter the crime from repeating. CCTV works in a similar way and can be applied to hot spot areas to reduce crime like vandalism for example. This creates a police presence without having to send regular officers to that area. (Rowe, 2010)

Opportunity reduction theory
Opportunity reduction theory is enforcing the deterrent to commit a crime and highlighting the potential risks of being caught. For example, neighbourhood watch schemes present to criminals that it is not a good idea to commit crime in the area as there is an increased chance that they could been seen doing do therefore it reduces the opportunity to commit the crime due to the heightened risks. (Law Aspect,2021)

Neighbourhood watch organisations investigate antisocial behaviour in their local areas and report suspicious activity to the police and the community. They do their best to keep their local communities' crime free and safe.
According to the College of Policing a review was made on eighteen studies about the effectiveness of neighbourhood watch groups in preventing crime. The review indicates that there is a reduction in crime in communities. Approximately for every 100 crimes committed 26 had been prevented by neighbourhood watch organisations. (What works policing, 2021)  
Neighbourhood watch works in many ways depending on the community itself. The group will meet on a regular basis and discuss potential issues or concerns within their community and seek suitable action to resolve this. An example of this could be the rise in burglaries in the UK. Neighbourhood watch campaigns have created useful acronyms to help prevent crime and additionally keep regular checks on one another's properties to indicate that the properties are not vacant nor an easy opportunity for thieves. (Ourwatch, 2021)
Another key role of neighbourhood watch is reporting to the police vulnerable people for example the elderly community in residentials areas. If any elderly residents are approached by potential door to door scams the police would be notified and begin an investigation. In 2014/2015 65% of doorstep scam victims were aged 75 and over. (Ourwatch, 2021)



Opportunity reduction theory drink driving patrols

Drink driving patrols is a crime prevention tactic to locate and arrest drink driver offenders. This crime prevention tactic can be efficient in peak drink driving times for example Christmas and New Year's Eve would see a rise in drink driving offensives with the rise of people drinking during those times. When trying to locate alcohol impaired drivers the police look for people who are displaying give a way whilst driving for example reaction time to traffic lights may be slowed down or they could be violating traffic laws.  The aim of this technique is to reduce alcohol induced accidents and deaths from drink driving. (What works policing, 2021)
In England and Wales it is estimated that 85,000 people are convicted of drink driving or similar drink driving offences every year. (Statistics, 2021) This statement highlights the importance of drink driving patrols and other crime prevention theories. On review drink driving patrols lack sufficient evidence to suggest it prevents crime for a key reason they are searching for those who are committing the offence such as driving under the influence, but the evidence does show that it can decrease significant crime and accidents. (What works policing, 2021)  

A review on 32 separate studies investigated the effect of drink driving patrols and the study indicates that alcohol related crashes were subsequently reduced however further evidence needs to be gathered to established how much of an affect this has and wherever on a larger scale that this is a reliable crime prevention technique. (What works policing, 2021)








General deterrence
The presence of speed cameras on the road function as general deterrents for motorists to abide by the speed limit and law. It also influences safer driving on the roads.
Speed cameras are an additional crime prevention technique used frequently by the police to regulate the speed in which drivers maintain on the road to ensure safety is preserved on the roads and to ultimately prevent accidents. Speed cameras are effective by scanning the number plate and reviewing the evidence and any potential speeding validations. Once an offence is established necessary action can be taken from the form of a fine or an arrest for example. (What works policing, 2021)
Speed cameras are viewed to be a highly effective crime prevention tool because of its accuracy in gathering evidence and by its implementation on roads.  In areas where there is a significant rise in accidents or reports of excessive speeding in the area can result in speed cameras being placed there to deter offences to be made but additionally to serve justice to those breaking the law from speeding.  A review on 52 studies proves that speed cameras reduce crime and found an average speed reduction of 7% in areas that had a speed camera placed compared to places that did not. It is also summarized those areas with speed cameras had a reduction in multiple traffic accidents including fatal crashes in comparison to areas without speed cameras. (What works policing, 2021)

 In Australia in 2020 research found that there was a widespread 20% to 30% reduction in casualty crashes across New South Wales because of speed cameras. The research further found that speed cameras might save approximately 34 to 43 lives a year and prevent around 600 significant injuries each year.  (Road safety transport, 2021)




Ineffective crime prevention theory

Scared straight is a crime prevention theory that aims to steer young offenders from committing more crime by presenting inmates that offer first hand experience of what prison is like and what could potentially be the young offenders near future. The straight element is young offenders leaving the life of crime and becoming moral citizens. However, due to the nature of the scenario and on occasion the inmates strikes fear into the young offenders that in theory functions as a scare tactic. The inmates are urged to share their stories of how they made the decisions they had in life that resulted in them becoming prisoners but usually this intimidates the young offenders.  (What works policing scared straight, 2021).

“Given these results, we cannot recommend this program as a crime prevention strategy” (Petrosino, 2002) 

Although scared straight is a crime prevention theory it is heavily criticised for the manor of the programme but also the lack of evidence that is reduces crime. It has been supported that the scared straight programme influences young offenders to commit more crime and is not fit for purpose as a crime prevention theory because of this. (What works policing scared straight, 2021)












Conclusion
Crime prevention theories have variations in their effectiveness to reduce crime and are continuously being reviewed and adapted to improve evidence-based policing.  Evidence shows that practices like hot spot policing and CCTV are highly effective at tackling crime. Whereas drink driving patrols and neighbourhood watch have a smaller effect on crime reduction. The evidence additionally found that techniques like scared straight presented no input into crime reduction and saw a rise to crime.  
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