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Research Proposal Form
MSc Public Health and Social Care in Practice Dissertation (CHS7004)

Fill in this form after discussions with your tutor. 
The information will be formally submitted to your supervisor for approval.

	Student Name
	Student ID

	
Ana Maria Elena Stanciu 
	1909953


*Please adapt the text boxes accordingly 

	Proposed Research Topic: Causes of cannabis use increase among young people aged between 15- 25 years old in the UK



Research question: What are the causes that contribute to the increase in cannabis use among young people aged 15-25 years old in the UK?




Research methodology: Systematic literature review





A brief overview (14-20 sentences, including 5 references)
	[bookmark: _Hlk142389616]Since 2011 the number of illegal substance users around the world has been estimated to have increased from 240 million to 296 millions of which 219 million are cannabis users with a significant increase among young people (UNODC, 2023). For example, in the year 2021 13.5 million young people aged 15-16 years old have used cannabis (UNODC, 2023). Whereas in the UK the use of class-A drugs decreased in 2022 by 37% compared to 2020 according to the Office of National Statistics (ONS) (2022). However, it is a considerable increase of substance abuse among young people. In year 2020 it has been reported that 21% young people aged 16-24 years old have used illegal substances compared with 9.4% adults aged 25-59% and cannabis was the most used drug among young people, accounting for 18.7% of 16-24 years old drug consumption (Boden and Day, 2023). 
In 2019 5% of the world's reported deaths died because of drug and alcohol consumption whereas 9% died prematurely due to disabilities caused by drug and alcohol abuse (UNODC, 2022). Yet in England alone from April 2021 to March 2022, 11.326 young people under 18 years old were admitted for substance abuse treatment, 3% higher than previous year (Office for Health Improvement and Disparities, 2023). 87% of the treated young people were cannabis users (Office for Health Improvement and Disparities, 2023).



Aim (a broad statement capturing the overall purpose of this research)
	[bookmark: _Hlk142389877]Please provide the aim of the topic you intend to research: 

To identify possible causes that contribute to the increase of cannabis use among young people in the UK. 











Objectives (outline 3-5 using bullet points)
	Please provide the objectives of the intended research: 

· To identify and define the problem with cannabis use among young people in the UK.
· To identify 10 pieces of relevant literature. 
· To analyse and synthetise literature.  
· To propose possible strategies of improvement for relevant agencies based on the results of the research.












Ethical considerations (indicate ethical issues that are relevant to your research) 
	Collecting primary data from human participants requires you to address these issues.
Using primary data sources still requires how you will address these issues.

I will submit my research proposal and the UWTSD ethics form to my supervisor to receive ethical approval.

I will develop a research information letter and consent form to be handed to each participant.

Voluntary informed Consent will be asked of each participant: 

I will ensure participants will not be subjected to coercion, intimidation, and undue influence  to participate in this research. 

I will ensure participants will be informed they have the right to withdraw and their data from this research. 

I will ensure to store the obtained signed consent forms securely and anonymously. 

I will ensure the collected data will be protected and stored securely and deleted after ending this study program.


I confirm that I have discussed and agreed every section of this form with my supervisor and will only conduct my research in line with what has been agreed in this document


Signature: Ana Stanciu                                               Date: 18 Oct. 23 



Supervisor:

 Signature: Nate Rae                                             Date: 19 Oct. 23 



Appendix:
A Participant research information form 
B Consent form
C List of Questions / Interview schedule
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