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Task 1
During my research into postgraduate career opportunities, I have gained valuable insights that have shaped my understanding of job prospects, employers' expectations, and the steps necessary to enhance my employability. Researching postgraduate career opportunities has been an eye-opening experience. This reflection will explore my discoveries and experiences throughout this journey, focusing on the following aspects: job opportunities, sought-after attributes, and skills, improving employment chances, and the impact on my future career decisions. To provide structure and coherence to my reflections, I will apply Gibbs' reflective cycle, enabling a thorough examination of my experiences, thoughts, and personal growth.

The postgraduate position I looked into was in the criminal justice industry. I want to work as a crime scene investigator, this essay will explain the types of skills, if qualifications are needed, and alternative paths along my career. For instance, whilst researching into postgraduate jobs, it was difficult to find job opportunities for the role of crime scene investigator which has led me to look into other fields. Whilst researching there was another role that intrigued me was the role of a police detective. This department requires a candidate to have skills and attributes suited to the role. This includes an inquisitive mind, excellent interpersonal skills, and a high degree of integrity (Indeed, 2023).

The research into postgraduate career opportunities has broadened my understanding of the different range of jobs available. I discovered that pursuing postgraduate education provides access to specialised and higher-level positions in various fields. From emerging industries to established sectors, there is a wealth of opportunities awaiting those with advanced qualifications. This realisation has enabled me to consider alternative paths and 
explore areas that associate with my passions and expertise  (Police Now, 2023).

For example, some roles in the field of crime scene investigator or police detective require you to relocate, as that role isn’t available anywhere in South Wale. Which has led to me consider alternative paths (Indeed, 2023). Such as a social worker and counsellor with a postgraduate degree allows me to get jobs in such fields (prospect,2022).

In terms of attribute skills, I have learned that prospective employers are not solely focused 
on technical proficiency. While specialised knowledge remains important, employers also seek candidates with a range of transferable skills. Effective communication, critical thinking, problem-solving, adaptability, and teamwork were frequently highlighted as essential attributes (Indeed 2023). Employers value individuals who can contribute positively to the organisation's culture, drive innovation, and navigate dynamic work environments. Recognising these skills has prompted me to develop a comprehensive approach to my skill set, integrating technical expertise with the ability to collaborate, think critically, and communicate effectively (Push A, 2021).

To improve my chances of gaining employment, I have identified several strategies based on my research findings. First and foremost, gaining relevant practical experience has emerged as a crucial factor. Whether through internships, research projects, or industry collaborations, hands-on experience enhances employability by showcasing one's ability to apply theoretical knowledge in real-world contexts. Furthermore, continuous learning and critical thinking skills are vital for keeping up with other candidates. Adapting to new technologies, trends, and methodologies ensures that I remain competitive and relevant (South Wales Police,2023).

Networking and building professional relationships have also emerged as valuable tools for expanding employment opportunities. Connecting with professionals in the field, attending industry events, and utilizing online platforms enable me to tap into hidden job markets, gain industry insights, and potentially secure referrals. Building a strong professional network not only enhances employment prospects but also fosters ongoing career development through mentorship and collaboration.

Engaging in research on postgraduate career opportunities has significantly influenced my perspective on future employment. It has deepened my understanding of the dynamic nature of industries and encouraged me to be open to different career paths. Through this process, I have evaluated my strengths and weaknesses, identifying areas for improvement and growth. Recognising the importance of adaptability and lifelong learning, I have embraced the notion that career success requires continuous development (Indeed, 2023).

willingness to evolve alongside the changing demands of the job market.
Additionally, the research has reinforced the significance of aligning personal values and passions with career choices. It has highlighted the importance of pursuing fulfilling work that resonates with my interests and values. Understanding this connection has motivated me to explore industries and sectors where I can make a meaningful impact and derive a sense of purpose from my professional endeavor.

The research into postgraduate career opportunities has been a transformative experience, allowing me to gain valuable insights into the job market, desired attribute skills, strategies for improving employability and supporting my career aspirations with my values. Through the application of Gibbs' reflective cycle, I have been able to critically analyse and reflect upon my research journey, deepening my understanding of the complexities and possibilities within the postgraduate landscape.

Moving forward, I am equipped with a more comprehensive perspective on job opportunities, recognising the range of options available in various industries and sectors. I understand that employers seek a combination of technical expertise and transferable skills, highlighting the importance of effective communication, problem-solving, and adaptability. To improve my chances of gaining employment, I am committed to gaining practical experience, continuously upskilling, and building a strong professional network 
(Careers Wales, 2023).

Moreover, this research experience has influenced my future employment decisions by highlighting the significance of supporting my passions and values with my career choices. I now appreciate the importance of seeking fulfilling work that allows me to make a meaningful impact and derive a sense of purpose from my professional endeavors.


Overall, my research into postgraduate career opportunities has provided me with valuable insights and guidance for navigating the job market. Through the application of Gibbs' reflective cycle, I have gained a deeper understanding of my own growth, aspirations, and the necessary steps to enhance my employability. Armed with this knowledge, I am excited to embark on my postgraduate journey and pursue a fulfilling career that aligns with my passions, values, and professional aspirations.
	









































	

Task 2
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As a dedicated and enthusiastic undergraduate student, I am excited about the prospect of pursuing a career as a Crime Scene Investigator. With a passion for forensic science and a strong academic foundation, I am eager to contribute my skills and knowledge to the field and play a vital role in solving criminal cases. Throughout my undergraduate studies in Criminology and Policing, I have developed a deep understanding of the fundamental principles of forensic science. My coursework has equipped me with a solid knowledge base in areas such as crime scene investigation, evidence collection, forensic analysis techniques, and criminal justice.
I possess a keen eye for detail and a meticulous approach to work, which are essential qualities for a Crime Scene Investigator. I have developed strong analytical and problem-solving skills, allowing me to critically examine crime scenes and identify key pieces of evidence. I am proficient in documenting and preserving evidence in a thorough and accurate manner.
I am a strong believer in the importance of effective communication and teamwork in the field of crime scene investigation. Through group projects and collaborative assignments, I have honed my interpersonal and communication skills, enabling me to work effectively with a diverse range of individuals. 
Driven by a thirst for knowledge, I am committed to continuous learning and staying updated with the latest advancements in forensic science. I explore opportunities to further expand my understanding of emerging forensic technologies and techniques.
Skills
	Strong interpersonal skills
Proficient organizational and time management skills.
Scientific Knowledge
	Problem-solving
Teamwork and Collaboration
Communication skills




	


work history

	current job
Teaching Assistant, townhil primary school
This role requires me to assist the lead teacher in preparing and organising the classroom for lessons, ensuring a conducive learning environment. Support classroom management by promoting positive behavior, reinforcing rules, and addressing any disruptive behaviour. Assist students with tasks such as reading, writing, math exercises, or other subject-specific activities. Support the lead teacher in delivering lessons by providing explanations, demonstrations, and examples to students. Provide emotional support to students by actively listening, offering encouragement, and helping to resolve conflicts.



July 2021 – Sept 2022
Care worker, CDa Care Swansea
This role helped me to gain experience in my responsibility towards the service users, Medication Administration, which required me to do extra training by the City and County of Swansea. Which requires me to follow the protocols and maintain accurate documentation. Most importantly, this role has helped me improve my time management as the role requires me to be on time to administrate medicine on time. Efficiently completing the Health and monitoring report form and reporting back to the office, as well as team collaboration as some service users requires two stuff. This has helped me to improve my communication and team leader skills as at times I need to take control of the situation.


	

Dec 2017 – Jan 18 
sales assistant, JD SPORTS Swanses
Efficiently accepting cash and card payments for goods; identifying opportunities to pursue the sale of store cards and promotional offers; delivering a polite and professional service to customers; dealing with customer/ product inquiries; assisted with the ordering and receiving of deliveries; stock replenishment; ensuring the shop floor was maintained tidily.




Education & qualifications
	2021
The University of wales trinity saint david, Swansea
Commenced studies toward a degree in Criminology and Policing

2019 - 2020
level 3 diploma, gower college, Swansea
Access to Law

	2017 - 2019
a-level, gower college, Swansea
C  Criminology; Psychology
D  Law

2012 - 2017
gcse, pentrehafod Comprehensive School, Swansea
A* Bengali
A   Textiles
B   Mathematics; Numeracy; Health & Social Care; Religious Education; Psychology; Physical     
      Education; Welsh Baccalaureate;
C   English; Business; Welsh Language; IFS; Additional Science, Science



hobbies & interests
I spend my spare time reading books, watching crime scene documentaries, volunteering at community events, and socialising with family & friends. I also enjoy keeping fit and healthy, walking, playing football, badminton, and going to the gym. As well as problem-solving games, puzzles and shows for example, the 1% Club show, it’s a reality quiz show based on general knowledge, problem-solving, and critical thinking. 
references
Available upon request



According to my CV, I can see that part of my experience demonstrates that I possess the essential skills required for a future job function. For instance, I am knowledgeable in the criminal justice system. In addition, I'm always on time, I take my job seriously, I know when to take charge of a situation, I make a great team leader, and my communication skills are excellent. On the other side, I can also see that there are gaps in my experience that might negatively impact my chances of being employed, such as the fact that I don't have much experience volunteering. I plan to participate in more community service to fill in the gaps. For instance, there are opportunities to volunteer with the South Wales officers, therefore doing so will help me stand out more because I'll have practical experience and be working with genuine officers and detectives.
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