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Abstract 
Hohl and Stanko (2015) seek to find answers about the English criminal justice system that has unique evidence regarding the variables that affect the attrition of rape allegations. The largest police force in the UK, the London Metropolitan Police, received the majority of the rape allegations used in this study. On the incident, the victim, the culprit, and the police investigation, the dataset contains previously unheard-of detail. 
The findings support the notion that some rape stereotypes and myths have an impact on attrition. These results imply that additional crucial variables include the suspect's race as well as what police and prosecutors view as evidence refuting the allegation's veracity: police records mentioning a prior false allegation by the victim; inconsistencies in the victim's account of the alleged rape; and evidence or police opinion refuting the allegation.

Introduction
This review will explore the key points of what Hohl and Stanko (2015) make and will conclude critically analysis of the points made within the journal. The review will focus on the ‘attrition problem of rape’ where accounts of those victimised by rape are receiving no recognition from the criminal justice system, in particular pole who are labelled as the gatekeepers of the criminal justice system.
The article draws conclusions that (1) stereotyping occurs within the criminal justice system and affects victims of rape (2) lack of trust within the police lead that leads to withdrawal of allegations (3) the attitudes of police and CJS are the reason behind poor rape convictions 


Observing the attrition problem of rape 
Public and academic examination of police treatment of sexual assault victims dates back decades (Franklin, Garza, Goodson, & Bouffard, 2020). The "attrition problem" or "justice gap" has been used to describe this recurring finding in empirical research of criminal justice responses to rape complaints (Brown, 2011). Hohl and Stanko (2015) express that much that the attitudes and preconceived notions of legal professionals are the cause of the high attrition rate. The criminal justice system is known for  its stereotyping Male as there are similar distinctions with male IPV where socialisations is dominated by gender stereotypes, which reduces the possibility that males will seek assistance (Goldberg, 1979; Addis & Mahalik, 2003). Further more the first point of contact between both female victims of rape and male victims of IPV are shut down by the police, even mocking occurs towards male victims of IPV that leads to Underreporting to George's (1994) police have been underreporting incidents involving male victims, which has resulted in more men being incarcerated if countercharges are brought against them. The stereotyping is further existent in the treatement towards Black people, where over the years courts have allowed race to be a factor of increased criminality (Armour, 1995). Bordalo et al. (2016) Stereotypes draw attention to the contrasts between groups, and when groups are similar, they are especially unreliable (including implausible, extreme kinds). When someone has stereotypical thinking, they tend to overreact to information that creates or supports their stereotype and underreact to information that challenges it. If new information alters the main defining characteristic of the group, stereotypes may also change. We provide experimental data demonstrating how representativeness affects respondents' mental representations of various groupings. 



Are there other factors at play?
The study explores how the police attitudes, racial bias and gender stereotypes are fundamentally the factors behind the poor results of the CJS surrounding calls. Although this does exist, the writers fail to consider internal policing issues and austerity cuts significantly impacting the police. Lovell (2022) argues that growing officer capacity and demand pressures related to austerity measures, 
lack of quality standards inside investigations due to organisational culture, lack of training and conflicting practises among the CPS, police, and judiciary made it difficult to establish new procedures and structures are significant barriers to improving rape investigations. Lovell (2022) expresses that if training is just applied to those with specialist roles, other members of the police who have poor understanding and have stereotypical views of females of rape victims, these views go unchanged or unchallenged. 
 Siddique (2021) points out that 40% of the police forces in England and Wales, lack adequate training officers to deal with rape offences. Mortgos et al. (2021) conducted studies that showed victim engagement rose with officers that received training, further highlighting the importance of training in not just only providing the expertise of handing a rape case but changing and challenging the views of those that may hold stereotypical views of females reporting rape. The journal fails to consider these factors as to why female rape investigations are going under the radar and ignores the importance of providing training to officers that deal with rape offences.

Conclusion
The journal does provide a valid and important argument about stereotypes existing in the police, with important factors such as drug usage, former relationships, crime record or other factors that influence policing attitudes towards females that come forward with rape allegations and this review concludes that females are indeed viewed down upon by the police and CJS especially if there’s a history of drug misuse or if the female was intoxicated, these views need challenging as it’s a serious obstacle in improving rape investigations. The journal fails to even consider other factors that do have an influence in the poor record of investigating rape offences. Neglecting parts of a police force and only providing specialist rape units with training is a significant flaw by the police force not changing it and the journal for not recognising this. 
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Reflective report



 reflective report will explore my personal opinions on the criminal justice system handling of  victims, the experiences and feelings I may relate to someone who has been a victim of crime whom may suffer with mental health from the offence of itself or have poor mental health prior to being a victim of crime and have to experience the lengthy process of the criminal justice system. 
Police custody seems to be a situation where there is little to no awareness surrounding the state of mental health of both a suspect or a victim, but in particular a victim whom could be put under stress with questions. I feel that some police are not appropriately trained with regards to vulnerable people, better or more appropriate mental health professionals that are suitable for dealing with mental health problems would be better fit than police officers. I feel that police officers should be the last port of call with regards to vulnerable people, especially vulnerable victims but it’s increasingly evident that police are the emergency service that deals with vulnerable victims more than any other service. 
Excellent examples of good practise were observed in all areas of criminal justice and in all geographic areas of England and Wales, with effective teams prioritising the needs of victims and innovative programmes and initiatives ensuring they receive the best support possible; particular strengths were seen in the use of restorative justice practises and specialist teams, who were generally highly motivated and well-trained; but there were also some notable weaknesses. (Criminal Justice Joint Inspection, 2015)
Depending on the type of offence, the victim's location, or the extent to which local regulations support and reinforce service provision, there were unacceptably inconsistent gaps in the services offered to victims. There needs to be more done since the Code of Practice for Victims of Crime that offers a standard that ought to be independent of all these factors. The criminal justice joint inspection (2015) further expressed that there were issues about crimes not being reported, some experts' lack of sympathy for certain victim groups, and the inconsistent supply of accurate and timely updates during the victim's trip through the CJS.
The courts seem to a very eerie, unnatural and intense place to have to open up and relive the trauma of an offence, with most court cases being months after the actual offence itself. My feelings towards this are frustration and disappointment with the lack of awareness and empathy around people who suffer from poor mental health that would have to revisit the cause of grief again because of failures within the criminal justice system. Although the nature of court can be rigorous for victims, there are significant support systems in place for vulnerable victims or victims of serious offences such as victims being able to electronically give their own victim personal  statement in an isolated room electronic, which is very beneficial for victims to feel comfort and to feel that they can be heard. Courts can have a lengthy process, much longer than I had envisioned and the length of court trials can be taxing for vulnerable victims awaiting an outcome. Providing Justice and closure are the fundamentally reasons the CJS exists, but the criminal justice system can be seen to get prosecutions wrong leading to miscarriages of justice, seen at many notorious incidents such as Hillsborough and the Grenfell tower incident. The failure of the criminal justice system to further rectify the damage caused to people in which the system is meant to protect highlights the flaws in the criminal justice system. Vulnerable victims or victims with poor mental health conditions are left abandoned and severely negatively impacted by these experiences. According to a gender paradigm outlined in the literature by Dutton and Nicholls (2005), IPV is universally perceived as abuse committed by men against defenceless female victims.  The criminal justice system also holds gender bias and gender stereotypes when it comes to male victims of domestic abuse and intimate partner violence which impacts males seeking mental health support. Male victims of domestic abuse reporting to the police are even made fun of or wrongly arrested as being the main offender (Cook, 2009). According to George's (2007) police have been underreporting incidents involving male victims, which has resulted in more men being incarcerated if countercharges are brought against them. This is deeply frustrating and damaging to the mental health of males in abusive relationships or a victim of domestic abuse that report less due to the gender stereotypes in society. The lack of support provided by the criminal justice system to male victims of domestic violence is highly present in court cases within the 21st century and I feel that is concerning that victims feel that they cannot ask the authorities to provide impartiality and fairness in a system that is meant to be protect victims. The criminal justice system professionals need a better understanding around the gender bias that occurs in both the police and courts where expert witnesses can be influenced by gender stereotypes (Sorenson & Taylor, 2005).
There is significant evidence that vulnerable victims, be it victims of miscarriages of justice or those victim to gender stereotyping by the police, I feel the criminal justice system needs to implement better services for victims that have had poor experiences of the criminal justice system and more education and awareness needed around particular aspects such as gender bias within a court room. This will positively impact victims experience and more victims opening up to the support of the criminal justice system. I thoroughly enjoyed learning about the criminal justice system as it helped improve my understanding of the criminal justice system, the processes involved, the amount of authorities involved. Victimology and observing victims experiences throughout the criminal justice system. 
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