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St Mary’s Church





Architecture in my hometown
Context and Historical Background 
I have chosen two local buildings to analyse – The first being a local church St Marys set within my village Marshfield, near Cardiff. South Wales. It is sited along Church lane which is a crescent shaped connected lane from the main Marshfield Road.  It has always been a central building hosting a range of community functions and gatherings. The building aligned on a East West axis has always been pivotal to the operation of the community. It is a Grade 2* Cadw listed building. The Church is surrounded by a low rubble stone wall with coch and hen coping and a lych gate access.
The second is a former Baptist church (Designed by Architect – R G Thomas) located approximately a mile away on the junction of the A48 and Marshfield Road aligned on a North South axis which has recently been converted to offices but has maintained its original design by way of preservation. It is also a Grade 2 Cadw listed building. The front of the church is bounded by a dwarf wall with railings and ‘pyramidal capped piers with dentil cornices’; there is a low rubble stone wall to side.
Plan and Section 
Both buildings have a main entrance to the West on St Marys and the North at Castleton Baptist church. The central section of both buildings is for the congregation to gather. The North West corner of the Castleton Baptist church is occupied by a spire and bell tower. Whereas at St Marys church the main entrance is formed by a prominent castellated tower which has a strong batter to its base. This section of St Marys is Perpendicular gothic origin. The internal tall tower arch is also Perpendicular with continuous mouldings. The layout within St Marys comprises a main naïve area with north and south aisles either side. There is a vestry to the north quarter along with a North Transept. The layout within the Castleton church has been somewhat modified from its original form of having a central Naïve area with a southern end vestry / choir & Chancel but the gallery above has been maintained. The origins of both buildings are somewhat different, St Marys has an early English style with its lancet arches and was built in 1135. With the West Tower and South Porch being added in the fifteenth century.       
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[image: ] Ph.3 (jc) St Marys – Early English Lancet features with all fenestrations modified mid nineteenth century.
The Castleton Baptist church however was built mid nineteenth century with funds raised by the local parish at a cost of £2000. It has been designed in the Italianate Romanesque Style with Central Rose window to main facade, Semi-circular arches, trefoil and quatrefoil vents, decorative frieze and pilasters to front façade.
[image: ]  Ph.4 (jc)     Rose Window to Front Façade of Castleton Baptist Church
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Castleton Baptist Church
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St Marys Church Marshfield

Materials and Light 
The materials used for the church at Castleton were combination of red sandstone and limestone blocks. These have been combined with decorative sections of varying cream, blue and red brick colour combinations. The features resemble some of the Andalusian / byzantine origins also found at Cordoba mosque with very definitive strong red brick features. With heavy buttressing at ground level the majority of the windows are at a higher level but also serve to allow as much light to flood into the main spaces as possible. Round headed vestibule windows along North façade also serve to allow light in. Light Windows above both entrance doors serve to allow natural light to be captured. The roof structure is formed with cast iron roof trusses. 
St Marys church also is formed of random red sandstone & limestone blocks with Slate roofs. Coped Gabled sections to Nave, Chancel, South Porch and North Vestry. The modified addition of the fenestration to the church allows light to encapsulate the space. The roof has had nineteenth century restoration carried out and is formed with what appears to be oak wooden truss formation.


Use 
Both buildings originally designed and constructed as place of worship for the local parish’s or communities. St Marys in Marshfield has maintained this facility or function until present day.
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Nave & Modern Vestry to North at St Marys
The Baptist church at Castleton has however, over recent years been adapted to facilitate an offices purpose or function and has adapted the internal space accordingly. The gallery for the choir and congregation at 1st floor still exist with the Spiral stone stairwells giving access from either end of the lobby area and the gallery is now supported by cast iron columns which apparently were once marble. The 1st floor also incorporates cast iron railings protecting the user from falling into the ground floor space below. The external appearance or aesthetics have been preserved in their original form.
[image: Newport | British History Online]  Ph.8 (British Churches and Cathedrals)                                          [image: ] Ph.9 (jc)


Conclusion 
Although both buildings were created for similar purpose, there is a vast difference in their design and style employed through creation and adaptation. St Marys was built possibly 800 years prior to the Baptist church at Castleton but the Architect and Builder have done a fantastic build at Castleton that makes the building look almost as old as St Marys, but also in restoring a style from a period from a time prior but with using more modern materials. The style employed at St Marys was typical of the 11th -12 century early English and that was current at the time St Marys was built. Both buildings have succeeded in withstanding the test of time and have served the community with the function and purpose for which they were built. Obviously with recent change the Baptist church has attracted a new client with a renewed purpose. Both buildings have also been adapted to encompass may other community functions and organisations and serve as buildings which were creative-constructed and designed by real craftsmen (and women) with love and attention to detail. The use of the available resources and materials were employed with great effect.
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