Workshop Activity on Powers of Personal Representatives

Example
You have been asked by one of the private client lawyers in the firm you work at to join a meeting with Miss Jasmine Endecott. Jasmine informed your receptionist that she has been named as the executor of her neighbour’s will who died two weeks ago.

Jasmine explains that she used to look after her neighbour, Olivia Willems, an elderly woman, by doing her shopping, collecting medication, taking her to and from medical appointments, and cooking her meals on occasion. This really started in March 2020 after the first lockdown as a result of Covid-19.

It has come as a surprise to Jasmine that she was named in the will.

The will leaves a legacy to Jasmine for £10,000 and the rest of the estate to two nephews (Carlos and Paulo) and one niece (Adriana) of the deceased to inherit their respective shares when they reach the age of 25; all three are currently under the age of 18.

Jasmine is at a loss where to start and would like professional advice and assistance.

The first thing Jasmine wants to understand is what it means to be an executor and what she needs to do to fulfil that role and administer her neighbour’s estate.

Consider how you would answer these questions.

