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	Innovation 
· Domestic abuse rapid support workers 
· Domestic violence court program 
· Have working domestic abuse rapid support workers work closely with police officers and attend domestic abuse cases to learn and understand domestic abuse better. 
·  Women’s Aid Fundraisers 
What is it? 

· Domestic Abuse is considered a pattern of incidents with behaviour that can be of the nature of controlling, threatening, and violence which can also include sexual abuse.
 




· Domestic abuse cases are mainly by a person’s partner or an ex-partner but can also happen from family members. Within most cases of domestic violence, the perpetrator is the man, and the victim is the woman, but men can also be victims of domestic abuse (Women’s Aid, 2022) 
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Domestic Abuse 


· For example - Physical Abuse often starts out with just a light push or slap but over time it becomes worse and more intense. The victim will more likely feel blamed or be accused of doing something to trigger their violent behaviour but it is always the perpetrator that is responsible not the victim (Reach Out, 2022). 


Signs and Consequences - 

· Signs of domestic abuse can vary based on the abuse a person is facing. It can range from physical marks such as bruises, black eyes, or busted lips. However, there can also be emotional signs that include, low self-esteem, loss of interest in daily activities or seeming fearful (Buddy, 2020). 



Funding - 

· Consequences of domestic abuse on a victim can take many different forms, ranging from PTSD, Anxiety, and depression, and even sometimes can lead to suicidal thoughts (Joyful Heart Foundation, 2022) 
· Legal consequences can range from restraining orders, rehabilitation courses or criminal convictions. 
· The domestic abuse act 2021 has put in place new duties that local authorities must carry out to ensure victims are getting support. 
· £125 million new burden funding is being given to local authorities to use in 2022 and 2023 (Gov.uk, 2022) 
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Domestic Abuse can take shape in many different forms and in many cases, it is carried out by people that are closest to the victims mainly the victim’s partner or an ex-partner but also sometimes a family member or a carer. Domestic abuse can be suffered by anyone regardless of gender, race, or sexual orientation. however, most cases are experienced by women with a man being the perpetrator. Domestic Abuse can take the forms of Coercive control, emotional abuse, harassment or stalking, physical abuse, sexual abuse, and even online abuse (Women’s Aid, 2022).  When taking into consideration the effect domestic abuse has on its victims it is also important to think about the effect that it has on the societal costs and services involved in cases of domestic abuse. The government has estimated that domestic abuse cases have societal costs of over £66 billion, this figure is put together by £14 billion of it is due to loss of output due to victims having time off work, which was reducing productivity, £47 billion was on the attending to the physical and emotional harm that the victims went through, £2 billion went on the costs of the health services and the police costs were £1.3 billion which estimated that over £34,000 was the average cost of a singular person who experiences domestic abuse (Leeway, 2019). The Domestic abuse rapid accommodation project has been launched and it is for anyone over the age of 18 who has been affected by domestic abuse despite their gender or their family setup. The aim of this project is to help provide victims of domestic abuse with quick access to accommodation and will help assist them in finding a suitable and safe place to live as well as providing financial support which can help to remove the stigma and barriers that people face when it comes to leaving or attempting to leave an abusive relationship and this project has worked amazingly in providing support for up to 160 households (Carruthers, 2019). This helped me to come up with the idea of using rapid support workers. Using these rapid support workers will take the edge from women’s aid and they can be trained in helping domestic abuse cases by going along with police officers to domestic abuse cases so that they can get a bigger understanding of how domestic abuse cases are dealt with, which can help them to get better training but also it can help take the pressure off the police and more and more cases can be dealt with, and more victims can be helped and saved. Rapid support workers can also work with young people who may feel frightened or intimated by talking to the police whereby they may feel embarrassed or ashamed to admit what has been happening to them and they may consider themselves partly responsible but using rapid support workers can allow them the opportunity for understanding off people who have no judgment and are there to help them as much as they can (Ending domestic abuse, 2020). 





















Raising awareness for domestic violence can provide help and support to victims so that they feel they can take the next step and get professional help and counseling which can help prevent more and more people from getting hurt and falling victim to domestic violence. 
Raising awareness is important and the expression of how far this issue reaches can involve educating the public about different types of domestic violence, organizing campaigns against domestic violence, and using their platforms and voices to speak out against domestic violence. 
(Jaeger, 2021)
Raising Awareness 
Victim Support –
There are different services within different parts of the country that are available for victims of domestic violence. 
· The IDVA (Independent Domestic Violence Advocates) is a service that is run by experienced and specialist caseworkers. They work alongside victims who are at risk of serious harm, and they help create plans with victims to help with safety needs, meaning they become a strong point of contact for those to need it. 
· There are also outreach services that are caseworkers and volunteers that work with victims co-ordinating and providing direct support, these services work from police stations, hospitals, community centers, and health services. 
· (Victim Support, 2022) 
Tackling Domestic Violence 
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Domestic Violence Awareness Month is a campaign that helps raise public awareness while also providing support for survivors of domestic violence. 
Domestic Violence is a preventable problem that affects millions around the world and by raising more and more awareness the more people are educated and the more signs’ people can look out for 
(Theu, 2022) 


Services Available –
· There are multiple services available for both men and women who are victims of domestic abuse – Some services include. 

· Women’s aid/The freephone national domestic abuse helpline 
· Men’s advice line 
· Mankind 
· Karma Nirvana 
(NHS, 2019)





Link For Elevator Pitch – https://youtu.be/trxGIByLU0
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· There are over 1,459,663 cases recorded in relation to domestic violence. 
· In March 2020 it showed that 5.5% of adults that were aged between 16-74 had experienced domestic abuse within 12 months prior. 
· (Elkin, 2021)
Domestic Abuse 





· In the UK, 1.2 million women and 700,000 men have become victims of domestic abuse every year. 
· 83, 136 cases that were described as high risk were discussed at multi-agency risk assessment conferences which resulted in 36 cases being addressed per 10,000 females. 
· (Flatley, 2017)
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Conclusion –
Domestic Abuse is the most horrendous ordeal that a man or woman can go through; however, it is widely known that 85% of cases are of women with only 15% of them being men. 
Domestic abuse affects everyone, regardless of race, gender, or sexual orientation. We in the wider community can educate ourselves to ensure we are helping reduce the number of people falling victim to domestic abuse. 
(Women’s Aid, 2022) 
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