Margaret Thatcher was the British Prime Minister from 1979 to 1990, she was the first woman to lead a key western democracy (Margaret Thatcher Foundation, N.D.) she became one of the most respected and influential women globally as a political leader. In 1987 Thatcher claimed "They are casting their problems at society. And, you know, there's no such thing as society. There are individual men and women and there are families.” in an interview in Women’s Own (The Guardian, 2013). This piece of writing will work around this quote and attempt to critique the statement from a modern day perspective. This will be done by viewing family life in the 1980’s in order to understand the changes that took place to the family dynamic, like the increase in women working and family life becoming less of a priority (Kids Need Both Parents, 2015). The age of women having children has increased since the 1980’s due to women’s want for careers, this giving family units an increased volume of wealth (OECD, 2011), although the volume of female workers has increased this has not meant that society has become gender equal (Galic, 2011). This then following on to mention the stagflation experienced in the 1970’s and the change in unemployment benefits in becoming more restricted (Deeming and Johnston, 2018), and how these benefits are still in place in contemporary Britain (Gov, UK, 2020). Thatcher’s want to reduce the strain on the welfare state by redirecting responsibility to the public will be discussed (Walsh et al 2000 cited in UK Essays, 2018). This following on to link to the functionalist perspective on family due to Thatcher’s opinion on the ideal family construct for children to be raised in (The Hectic Teacher, 2020), continuing to inform on the many changes that took place while Thatcher was Prime Minister and the amendments made to legislation during this time (Douglas, 1990). Additional significant changed made by Thatcher will be discussed referring to the privatisation of companies (Coman, 2013), this relating to neoliberalism and the reduction that the state had on the economy (Monbiot, 2016) and the changes made regarding tax regulation (Gompertz, 2013) and a more recent opinion of neoliberalism by Jeremy Corbyn’s will be mentioned. Following on to view the ‘Big Society’ (BBC, 2010) and the ‘Shared Society’ (May, 2017). Finally welfare dependency will be addressed within the UK (HM Government, 2010) and the what is being done to address this referring to the support given to troubled families. (Gov.UK, 2015). 
When Thatcher became the first female Prime Minister it showed women’s power to the nation, whilst Prime Minister, Thatcher was an advocate for family life, although in the 1980’s traditional family life appeared to of ended (Kids Need Both Parents, 2015). Continuing to say that people had more pressure at this time due to the two recessions within the decade. There was an increase in divorce rates and more lone parenting due to women gaining more right (Kids Need Both Parents, 2015). Continuing to say that more women worked and family life became less important, new items were released making life easier, technology such as hair dryers and food like pot noodles, which made busy life more convenient. In comparison, according to OECD (2011) the average age for a woman to have a child has risen from the age of 24 in the 1980’s to 28 in 2008, the reasoning behind this was due to women wanting to establish careers for themselves. Additionally OECD (2011) informs that the increase in a mother’s employment has seen an increase in wealth amongst the family unit.  In the contemporary world however, according to Galic (2011) although the introduction of women into the labour market has been introduced and the volume of women in work has increased, this has not made society gender equal. Galic (2011) continuing to inform that a number of authors have the opinion that the separation between men and women in labour is the main structure of patriarchal capitalism, this therefore supporting the devaluing and marginalisation of female labourers.
After the stagflation experienced in the 1970’s, there was a change in the 1980’s to the benefits received when unemployed. Unemployment benefits were changed from being relatively unrestricted payments to job seekers allowance which changed this payment to require individuals to actively look for work (Deeming and Johnston, 2018). In contemporary society Job seekers allowance still is in place, new style job seekers allowance is in place to support individuals when looking for work, according to Gov.uk (2020) an individual has to prove they are actively looking for work while they claim the money. This change supporting Thatcher’s statement, by showing the changes made to decrease the strain on the welfare state by tacking unemployment. 
The statement Thatcher (1987) made, needed to address the rise in unemployment, Government finances and the budget of the National Health Service, Thatcher suggested a change in order to reduce the strain on the welfare state, the proposed change required society to shift the responsibility of societies welfare from the state to the individuals and private organisations. This explains the meaning behind the statement that was made by Thatcher (1987) (Walsh et al, 2000, p.52 cited in UK Essays, 2018). During Thatcher’s time as Prime Minister she acted with her opinion that the nuclear family was the best atmosphere to raise children and give them the correct life values including self-resilience (Jones et al, 2007, p.156 cited in UK Essays, 2018). This linking to the functionalist perspective of family which is that overall it has an important role in supporting social stability and social cohesion.  There are multiple functionalist perspectives when referring to family(The Hectic Teacher, 2020), these have similarities, such as the view that family is essential in reference to educating the next generation on social norms and values. Meeting economic needs is a part of a functionalist perspective of family also, this being the ability to provide food and shelter for the family. When referring to family there are many legislations that have been introduced (The Hectic Teacher, 2020). 
Many changes took place in UK society while Thatcher was prime minister, Douglas (1990) informs on this is their article, beginning to give information on The Matrimonial and Family Proceedings Act 1984, this reduced the amount of time couples had to go before divorcing, this was from three years down to one year, additionally making it so the court had to ensure that both individuals were not worse off due to the divorce. Before this legislation came into place, after a divorce the man would still need to support the ex-wife and his children, this then mainly resulting in financial problems, this Act made it so the court had to consider the possibility of financially separation after a one off settlement figure dependent on individual circumstances.  The article suggests that although the changes that were made in 1984 to this legislation appear to make divorce easier, it additionally perhaps makes it so parents need to consider the best for their children financially.
Douglas (1990) additionally informs on The Family Law Reform Act 1987, this was introduced and also appeared to be against the idea of a traditional nuclear family. This Act was to stop the discrimination experienced due to being an illegitimate child, following on the article discusses how a father would not have any legal right before this law to see their child without going to court to have this granted, the Act made it so men could apply for child maintenance as before only women to claim it from the man and never the other way around, unmarried fathers could also now have full parental rights of their child.  
Also following on from this, Douglas (1990) says a law was introduced in 1989 refers more towards the responsibilities of parents rather that the rights like in The Family Law Reform Act 1987 mentioned above. The Children Act 1989, the first part of the Act says that the court is not to make a order in regards to a child unless it is in the best interest of the child to do so. This meaning that in the event that parents divorce it is up to the individuals to discuss arrangements such as living and schooling, it is only when needed the court will make decisions like this for them.  
As well as the introduction of these pieces of legislation, Thatcher is also remembered due to her actions that privatised many companies, starting with British Gas. According to Coman (2013) in 1986 people were able to apply for British Gas shares, some people doing this in order to sell them on for a quick profit. Additional companies followed in becoming private, Thatcher claimed that this was a way in which people could regain power back. Following on, this links and supports neoliberalism, this being the reduction in the influence that the state has on the economy (Monbiot, 2016). Continuing to provide information on how tax regulation should be minimised which was another aspect that was addressed when Thatcher ran the country. Thatcher’s chancellors cut the amount of income tax that was paid and changed the way in which it was paid so that the value added tax went up on most items that were bought by individuals (Gompertz, 2013).  It is claimed that neoliberalism as a theory has progressed to be seen in a negative way, Jeremy Corbyn said that this ideology ruins communities and individuals lives, this showing the lack of support that he gave to the ideology (The Week, 2018). This showing a difference of perspective from the 1980’s when Thatcher was the Prime Minister to the contemporary world where Jeremy Corbyn has this opinion although part of the labour parliament rather that the conservative. 
[bookmark: _Hlk60676166]David Cameron launched the ‘Big Society’ plan, (BBC, 2010) he said the people should be able to run local services, this giving people back the control over their ‘destinies’. BBC (2010) continue to inform on Cameron’s passion to change the power from the elects in WhiteHall to the individuals in society. This being a similar opinion to Thatcher (1987) referring to the want for people to regain power although Carmeron recognising that the Government is needed in order to achieve this, him being aware that the Government doing less for individuals will make the individuals in society suddenly do more (BBC, 2010). Following on from this Theresa May released the idea of the ‘Shared Society’ viewing that society should not only aim for individual rights but to also have responsibility for other people around ourselves, this meaning appreciating the bond of family and community (May, 2017). This relating to Thatcher’s view of the importance of family.  The Labour Party on a whole however having a difference of opinion of the amount of Government spending should take place, since 2010 the Labour Party has increased the level of their support towards the spending on the unemployed, this is according to Taylor- Gooby and Taylor (N.D.) and the conservatives on a whole have not changed their views.  Referring back to Cameron and the ‘Big Society’  according to Espiet-Kilty (2018) the main principle was that people within society were better off than the government tackling the issues in society such as welfare dependency.   
Welfare dependency is a issue in today’s society within the United Kingdom, HM Government (2010) says that approximately 1.4 million people have been out of work for nine of the past ten years, following on to inform that there are currently more than 12 million households that are of working age that claim support from the Government financially on a weekly basis. Welfare dependency caused additional costs on not only the Government but also on individuals in society. HM Government  (2010) continues to say that the longer individuals are out of work the more likely they are to encounter more barriers in order to obtain work, this could be due to health deteriorating, additionally it can cause a decrease in incentives to save. Following on HM Government (2010) informs on how Welfare dependency causes society to spend an increased amount causing a possible decline in tax revenue. The benefit system that is in place in the UK creates a society that has lost incentive to work. The report informs that the volume of working age individuals who are claiming has increased to 4.9 million, which is the highest amount since the late 1990’s. The number of people in work claiming money from the Government has also increased due to entitlement being expanded, creating it so 2.4 million claim working tax credits. People are not only claiming one of these however, there has also been an increase in the amount of people claiming both in work benefits and out of work benefits. 3.2 million working age households claim Housing Benefit each weeks also (HM Government, 2010), this showing the high volume of expenditure the Government pay out to support individuals in society. 
After additional research into the reasoning behind this, troubled families contribute towards this. GOV, UK (2015) claim that troubled families are families that have problems and follow on to cause problems for their communities, this being an issue in today’s society. This is being addressed and attempted to be tackled, it is the aim of the Government to work with local authorities to help the 120,000 troubled families in England to make changes  to their lives in order for the children of these families to make a better life for themselves but to also reduce the cost of taxpayers. This therefore linking to Thatcher’s (1987) statement in reducing the amount of reliance these families have on government expenditure. In order to do this the Government will aim to increase the amount of children from troubled families going to school, reducing crime and anti- social behaviours and encouraging and supporting adults to regain employment. GOV. UK (2015) continue to inform that this will be done by encouragement towards local authorities to support these families, by joining local services, approaching each issues that family has as a whole rather than separately and providing a key worker to focus on a family and help them to achieve their goals. The Government giving Local authorities the incentive to do this by increasing their budgets by £448 million over the on coming years based on the level they have achieved. 
In order to conclude the meaning behind Margaret Thatcher’s 1987 statement ‘There’s no such thing as society. There are individual men and women and there are families.’ (The Guardian, 2015) has been viewed, it has been found that according to Walsh et al (2000) p52 cited in UK Essays (2018) the meaning of this statement was that she recognised that the strain on the welfare state needed to be reduced and changes needed to be made by shifting the responsibility from the state to the individuals in society. It has also been found that Thatcher had the perspective of a functionalist referring to family by having the opinion that the nuclear family is the best atmosphere to raise a child and give them all that is needed (Jones et al, p156 cited in UK Essays, 2018). This piece of writing has also addressed that changes that were made by Thatcher throughout her time as Prime Minister (Douglas, 1990), this showing the change that she made to society. It has additionally been discovered that in the contemporary world David Cameron’s ‘Big Society’ was similar to Thatcher’s view, where both of the aims were for the strain on the welfare state to be reduced and individuals to take more responsibility to finance themselves and not to be reliant on the Government, it was found however the recognition that Cameron had that the Government played a big part in creating his vision of society (BBC, 2010) although individuals in society needed to work towards tackling the issues in society, such as welfare dependency as they were more likely to achieve results this way than by the Government not supporting people at the same level (Espiet-Kilty, 2018). It has been viewed that welfare dependency has increased in recent years, more individuals are claiming money from the Government, both employed and unemployed benefits (HM Government, 2010). Theresa May’s ‘Shared Society’ has also been looked at, seeing her view of the importance of family similar to Thatcher and the responsibility that should be had for one another, meaning to look after each other instead of as much reliance on the Government (May, 2017). In order to view a completely different perspective, the Labour Party’s view on Government spending, according to Taylor- Gooby and Taylor, (N.D.) the Labour Party have increased the support they give towards the unemployed. This showing the different views on Government spending that are present in the contemporary world when referring to both the Conservative Party and the Labour Party.    
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